
1 

 

 

Lower Susquehanna Synod 

of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 

 

 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 

by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG     Gather Us In     (ELW 532) 
 

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 

we are the old who yearn for your face; 

we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 

called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

3 Here we will take the wine and the water, 

here we will take the bread of new birth, 

here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

give us to eat the bread that is you; 

nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 

lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

 

Hymn continues on next page 
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4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away-- 

but here in this place the new light is shining, 

now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever, 

gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in, all peoples together, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
 

Blessed Be Your Name                           FaithX  
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 

Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 

harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you 

hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to 

the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to 

warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 

but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn 

from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 

their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

 

  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 

how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways 

and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, 

O house of Israel? 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
 

A reading from Romans. 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and 

any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 

the law. 

 

  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 

of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 

not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said to the disciples:15“If another member of the church sins against you, 

go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens 

to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or 

two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, 

tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 

such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 

earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 
20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY     All Are Welcome      (ELW 641) 
 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain 

 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain 

 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain 

 

 

Hymn continues on next page 
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5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain 
 

 

CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all those in need. 

 

….. God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 

mercy; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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PEACE  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us 

to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

BLESSING   
 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL   
 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold 

fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the 

fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 

serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 
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