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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ,
seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News
boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with
all creation.”
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8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In
today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that
becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net
that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is
that God'’s grace finds us first!

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,

whose steadfast love is everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.

Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (ELW 771)
God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
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great Cre - a-1or, still cre - at - ing, showus what we yet may do.

fac - ing us with hife’s de - struc-tion  or our most (i - um-phant hour.
great Cre - a-tor, give us  guid-ance tll our goals and yours are one.

Text Catherine Cameron, b, 1927
Mugic: HOLY MANNA, W, Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Steeam, 1L 60188, All rights reserved, Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid Keense from copyright administrator.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you

bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your



wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave
him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

A reading from 1 Kings.

°At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” “And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast
love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ‘And now, O Lorp my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although | am only a little child;
I do not know how to go out or come in. °And your servant is in the midst of the people
whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.
°Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern
between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”

191t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. *!God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, *I now do
according to your word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has
been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136
(Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men.)

12%Your de- | crees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with | all my heart.
%When your word is opened | it gives light;
it gives understanding | to the simple.
11 open my | mouth and pant
because | long for | your commandments.
Y2Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
as you always do to those who | love your name.
1¥30rder my footsteps | in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion | over me.



'**Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and | will keep | your commandments.
15Let your face shine up- | on your servant
and teach | me your statutes.
1My eyes shed | streams of tears,
because people do not | keep your teaching.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us
and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus
Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine
love.

A reading from Romans.

*’The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. ’And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. *’For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. *°And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

*'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? *He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also
give us everything else? **Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. **Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. **Who will separate us from the love
of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? *°As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted
as sheep to be slaughtered.” *’No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. **For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, “’nor height, nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

*![Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches.”

**He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

*4“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“>“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “°on finding
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

1A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught
fish of every kind; ““when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. “°So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous *“and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

*I“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” “?And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Bill

HYMN OF THE DAY What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine: Leaning on the

Everlasting Arms (ELW 774)
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Muissic: SHOWATTER. Anthonv 1. Showalter. 18583024



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, *+ Jesus, the Christ,

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,

bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Amen.



SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547)

04 ( -
A i P S : i % — i :
S S R o e S S S U S P N S
! T — ’
1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - hiv-ing,
0 i frm—
i e — —— : ; , ; ] i
I & . { 1 1 i 1 & £
ey = - »
the  peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - ty - day life we will face—
0w .
& e e =t
G e e T e
! T S——
The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar-ing, i love ev - er car - ing,
0 & i
7 T ! ———F
1 I I ] & i
@: 1, »
the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s  chil - dren, the  whole hu - wan  race,

0 i pr—

) A ] P o | I !
; H i I i i A—JI 3 E i H E A——

R pw—; p— * i i
The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, r1e - cep - tive souls
With your feast  you feed us, with  your light now

0 , i

H | 1 1 L Py i ~5
:g:i—f—ﬂ’——"—i_‘ﬁ__i‘ —— -

- i E i | H 1l 1 } I
reach-ing, shail blos - som in ac - ion for God and for all,
lead wus; wu - nite us as one in this life that we share.

0.k .

- I - : 1 1 | Rt f

B e
I btk i D E ol il i §
i i  S—— >
Your grace shall in - cite wus, your love shall u©w -  nite us
Then may all  the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
0.4 fr—
& e e
i 1 : i 1 P i £l
@TJ T e »
to work for yowr  king - dom and an - swer your  call
give  hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.

TFexd: Omer Westendeorf, 1916-1997, all.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk fune
Text © 1904 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131 -21 38, All rights reserved,

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

SILENT PRAYER

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-719004. All
rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Bill Nienstedt
Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757
Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org
Organist — Doug Mummert
Acolyte — Aaron Shreiner
Lector — Wayne Dale
Ushers — Carole Darr, Kathy Bowen

Stewardship Thought — July 26, 2020 (Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 12)
Jesus told them another parable, “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” — Matthew 13:33

Bread-baking enjoyed renewed popularity during the COVID-19 pandemic, so much so
that yeast is in short supply. Thankfully, it takes only a little dab of yeast to leaven an
entire loaf of bread. Likewise, a little bit of Jesus in our lives encourages us to pursue
freedom and justice for all people.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of my family and
friends given by Linda Berberich.
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Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
Invite you to worship with us again!

Dear Solomon’s members, Thank you for the birthday cards and calls on the occasion of
my 90th birthday. | appreciate your kindness in remembering me on my special day. In
Christian Love, Frances Kramer

To My Solomon’s “Family,” Thank you all so much for your outpouring of support
through prayers, cards, calls, texts, emails, and flowers as | recover from my surgery. A
special shout-out goes to Edna Harris for coordinating meals for us and all the great
cooks who prepared them. Also, another special shout-out to Barbara Aldrich and Tonya
Reichard for entertaining our children while I was in the hospital. Your acts of kindness
uplifted my spirits and made a challenging time less so! May God bless and keep you all!
With much love and appreciation, Kristy Nienstedt

Prayer requests for the following persons: Jeffrey Wenger, Jack White, Jack Hess, Beth
Floyd, Barbara Beckner, Lois Horst, Esther Schultz, Sylvia Wenger, LaRue McKenzie,
Kristy Nienstedt, Jay Hunter, David & Norma Monn, Bill Chiado, Connie Bikle, Carla
Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Curt Shreiner, Susie
Foust, Genny Grant, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer
request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer
Request List will start anew. If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or
if you would like to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month,
please call the office.

Guidelines for a safe Indoor Worship Service:

e [Face masks are required (except for young children and those in medical need).

e Use the front entrance to the sanctuary for entrance and exit unless you need the

ramp.

e Please maintain 6-foot distancing when entering or exiting and while seated.
Ushers will direct you to seats where bulletins will be placed. Families can sit
together but there will be social distance seating.
Please place your offering in the collection plate located at the church entrance.
Do not touch the hymnals or Bibles in the pew racks—everything is in the bulletin.
We ask that you take your bulletin home with you each week.
Singing poses a danger of viral transmission so sing softly or hum to the music.
Please; no touching or shaking hands during the passing of the peace.
Do not linger in the sanctuary. Socializing is encouraged outside after worship with
social distancing.
e The Fellowship Center restrooms will be open for your use on Sunday mornings.



The decision to attend worship is up to each family. If you are feeling ill, experiencing
symptoms of COVID-19, have been exposed to COVID-19 or have a fever over 100.4,
please stay home. If you have underlying health concerns or are at high-risk for infection,
we encourage you to wait before returning to worship. We will continue providing a home
worship service and a video service that can be streamed on YouTube for the foreseeable
future.

Food, soda and help is needed for the food stands at a sale on Monday, August 11 in
Marion and on Saturday, August 15 close to Greencastle. The profit from the sales will go
towards fulfilling our commitment to Luther Ridge Skilled Nursing Care Facility —
Completing Our Family of Services Campaign. Please call Frances Reichard for more
information and to sign up to donate food, soda or help. Her home number is: 717-263-
1705 or cell number: 717-360-5243.

Do you knit or crochet? Social Ministry is in need of prayer shawls. Our supply is
exhausted. No specific pattern is required, but available if needed. Social Ministry is
willing to reimburse you for the cost of the yarn. Please call or email Edna if you are able
to help at 717-352-4392 or bernedna@centurylink.net

There will a Chicken Bar-B-Q Benefit on Sunday, August 16™ at the New Franklin Fire
Company to help with medical expenses for Todd Glass. Donation: $12 per meal. Meal
includes Y2 Bar-B-Q chicken, baked potato, baked beans, applesauce and roll. Take out
dinners only! Tickets are being sold, but walk-ins are welcome until sold out! You
can purchase your ticket ahead of time from Carla Wenger — 717-377-6591, any fire
company member or by calling the station at 717-263-3333.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all

bulletin announcements to Sally by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.

Attendance last Sunday....17
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Parables of the kingdom
Monday 1 Kings 3:5-12 Solomon’s prayer for wisdom
Tuesday Romans 8:26-39 God’s love in Christ Jesus
Wednesday Genesis 29:15-28 Jacob marries

Thursday Psalm 128 Happiness in daily life
Friday 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 God’s grace is sufficient
Saturday Psalm 119:129-136 The glories of God’s law
Sunday Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus feeds the five thousand

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. Romans 8:26 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Come Holy Spirit, help us in our weakness and sustain us with faith that trusts your never-

failing care through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for daily food; as you restore our bodies with this meal, restore
our souls with joy in your presence. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you trust that nothing will separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. (Romans 8:39)

CARING CONVERSATIONS

Discuss in your home or small group or use for personal reflections:
e \When was there a time you felt too weak to work through a problem on your own?

e Do you find prayer easy or difficult? Explain.
e What makes it difficult to know God is with you?



HYMN OF THE WEEK

.................................................... - takl n g.I.

For by Grace you Have Been Saved .
faith

DEVOTIONS home

Read: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52.

The Jesus tells five short parables: two about growth, two about valuing something very
highly, and one about separating good from bad. There are details of these parables that
have challenged Christians throughout the ages. However, Jesus asks the disciples if they
“understood all this,” and without any sense of hesitation they simply say, “Yes” (v. 51).
Perhaps there is a cautionary tale here. Solomon simply wants wisdom and is praised by
God for such a humble request (1 Kings 3:5-12), yet the larger story in 1 Kings reveals that
Solomon ended up wanting and claiming much more than a humble quest for wisdom.
Instead of preserving the kingdom of Israel, the twelve tribes become split into two realms
because of Solomon’s failures. The Apostle Paul acknowledges our human frailty by
noting that we do not know how to pray and that the Spirit helps us in our weakness. In the
midst of seeking a life of faithfulness and wisdom, it is good to be reminded with much
humility that our wisdom has its limits. Finally, what we need is a God who intercedes for
us “with sighs too deep for words” (Romans 8:26). Recall when God has been with you
during a time of personal weakness or difficulty. How did God help you then?

Pray: The Lord’s Prayer.

SERVICE

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). Sometimes when a person is going through
difficult times, they can easily lose sight of God. Do you know of someone who is
struggling? Reach out to that person in their time of need through an act of kindness by

taking time to listen.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Many congregations are smaller today than years ago and may feel insignificant. The
parable of the mustard seed teaches us that big things can happen from the smallest of
things. Growing the church is reliant on being intentional about sharing our own faith story
and passing on the rituals and traditions we know and love onto the next generation. Pray

daily that you may sow seeds of faith that grow into something great.

© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.



