
SOLOMON'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

4856 WAYNE ROAD 

CHAMBERSBURG,   PA   17202 

(717) 267-2266  

EMAIL: info@solomonslutheran.org 

WEB SITE: www.solomonslutheran.org  

FACEBOOK SEARCH: Solomon’s Lutheran Facebook 

 

 

 
 

 

"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, 

seeks to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News 

boldly and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with 

all creation." 

 

 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
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JULY 19, 2020 

7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and 

the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for 

the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds 

and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the 

Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (MELITA) (ELW 597) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 

  Used by Permission.  CCLI #11066173 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 

compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 

rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. 

We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

 I am the first and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 

(Read responsively between men and women, beginning with the men.) 

 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 

 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 

  and glorify your name for- | evermore.  

 13For great is your | love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 

 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my 



life; 

  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 

 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 

 16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 

 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to 

shame; 

  because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.  

 
 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 

 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables 

us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen 

hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 

A reading from Romans. 

 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 

children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may 

also be glorified with him. 

  18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 

will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 

God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and 

not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 

inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were 

saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope 

for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment 

will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, 

an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the 

plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the 

householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 

Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 

slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for 

in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them 

grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 

weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who 

sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just 

as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The 

Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin 

and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 

of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON     Pastor Bill 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY We Plow the Fields and Scatter  (ELW 681) 

 
 

 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   (Please respond.) 

P: Lord, in your mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 

 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. 

Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and 

gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of 

new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom 

from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of 

the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways (regions and nations in 

conflict may be named). Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open 

our hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, 

and all who suffer in any way (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Beth Floyd, Barbara Beckner, Lois Horst, Esther Schultz, Sylvia Wenger, LaRue 

McKenzie, Kristy Nienstedt, Jay Hunter, David & Norma Monn, Bill Chiado, Connie 

Bikle, Carla Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Curt 

Shreiner, Susie Foust, Genny Grant, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson 

 

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new 

opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot 

take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We 

remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us 

(especially). Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW 693) 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 



 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-

719004.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

Pastor – Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757 

Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist – Doug Mummert 

Acolyte – Katy Nienstedt 

Lector – Marjorie Dale 

Ushers – Carole Darr, Kathy Bowen 

 

 

 

Stewardship Thought – July 19, 2020 (Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 11) 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only 

the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 

we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  – Romans 8:22-23 

 

Is the world about to turn? Look at what’s happening. God is leading us toward the reign 

of Christ, where the scales of justice will balance, where every beloved child of God has 

voice and place, and all of creation breaks free of the sin that binds us. 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers are placed to the glory of God in memory of Glenn Mummert and Mary 

& Paul Mummert given by the Mummert Family. 

 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 

 

mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Prayer requests for the following persons: Jack Hess, Beth Floyd, Barbara Beckner, Lois 

Horst, Esther Schultz, Sylvia Wenger, LaRue McKenzie, Kristy Nienstedt, Jay Hunter, the 

family and friends of David Monn who died last week, Bill Chiado, Connie Bikle, Carla 

Wenger, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Curt Shreiner, Susie 

Foust, Genny Grant, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bonnie Hudson.   If anyone has a prayer 

request, please call Janice McEntire.  Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer 

Request List will start anew.  If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or 

if you would like to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, 

please call the office. 

 

 

Guidelines for a safe Indoor Worship Service: 

• Face masks are required (except for young children and those in medical need). 

• Use the front entrance to the sanctuary for entrance and exit unless you need the 

ramp. 

• Please maintain 6-foot distancing when entering or exiting. 

• Ushers will direct you to seats where bulletins will be placed.  Families can sit 

together but there will be social distance seating. 

• Do not touch the hymnals or Bibles in the pew racks—everything is in the bulletin. 

• We ask that you take your bulletin home with you each week. 

• Singing poses a danger of viral transmission so sing softly or hum to the music. 

• Please; no touching or shaking hands during the passing of the peace. 

• Do not linger in the sanctuary. Socializing is encouraged outside after worship with 

social distancing. 

 

The decision to attend worship is up to each family.  If you are feeling ill, experiencing 

symptoms of COVID-19, have been exposed to COVID-19 or have a fever over 100.4, 

please stay home.  If you have underlying health concerns or are at high-risk for infection, 

we encourage you to wait before returning to worship. We will continue providing a home 

worship service and a video service that can be streamed on YouTube for the foreseeable 

future. 

 

 

Food, soda and help is needed for the food stands at a sale on Monday, August 11 in 

Marion and on Saturday, August 15 close to Greencastle.  The profit from the sales will go 

towards fulfilling our commitment to Luther Ridge Skilled Nursing Care Facility – 

Completing Our Family of Services Campaign.  Please call Frances Reichard for more 

information and to sign up to donate food, soda or help.  Her home number is: 717-263-

1705 or cell number: 717-360-5243. 

 

Do you knit or crochet?  Social Ministry is in need of prayer shawls.  Our supply is 

exhausted.  No specific pattern is required, but available if needed.  Social Ministry is 

willing to reimburse you for the cost of the yarn.  Please call or email Edna if you are able 

to help at 717-352-4392 or bernedna@centurylink.net 

mailto:bernedna@centurylink.net


 

There will a Chicken Bar-B-Q Benefit on Sunday, August 16th at the New Franklin Fire 

Company to help with medical expenses for Todd Glass.  Donation: $12 per meal.  Meal 

includes ½ Bar-B-Q chicken, baked potato, baked beans, applesauce and roll.  Take out 

dinners only! Tickets are being sold, but walk-ins are welcome until sold out!  You 

can purchase your ticket ahead of time from Carla Wenger – 717-377-6591, any fire 

company member or by calling the station at 717-263-3333. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to Sally by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 

 

Activities this week: 

Committee Meeting Night – Tuesday at 7PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

JULY 19, 2020 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Christians are people of hope. 

 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  Parable of the weeds  

Monday Isaiah 44:6-8  The Lord’s promise to Israel  

Tuesday  Romans 8:12-25  Future glory for God’s people  

Wednesday  Genesis 28:10-19a  Jacob’s dream at Bethel  

Thursday  Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24  The inescapable God  

Friday  1 Peter 1:3-9  A living hope  

Saturday  Psalm 86:11-17  Save me, Lord  

Sunday  Matthew 13:31-32, 41-52  Parables of the kingdom  

 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 

seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Romans 8:24-

25 (NRSV) 

 

 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING   

A Prayer for the Week:  

Dear God, may the hope you have given us take away our fear and strengthen us for each 

new day through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer:  

Lord God, we thank you for your goodness and for the good seed that falls into the soil to 

give us bread. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give:  

May the Lord be gracious to you, and give you strength. (Psalm 86:16) 

 

 

CARING CONVERSATIONS  

Discuss in your home or small group or use for personal reflections: 

• Tell or think about something you want to see happen in the near future.  

• What gives you hope?  

• How does faith in God give you hope?  

 



 

HYMN OF THE WEEK 
  

Goodness is Stronger than Evil 

 

 

DEVOTIONS  

Read:  Romans 8:12-25. 

The Apostle Paul speaks about our death “by the Spirit” that we may live (v. 13). It is a 

baptismal theme he mentioned in Romans 6:4: “. . . we have been buried with [Christ] by 

baptism into death . . . so we too might walk in newness of life.” Paul speaks of living 

“according to the flesh” (v. 13). It is the life lived without hope in God. We live by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and are adopted as children of God (vv. 14-15). As children who 

can say, “Abba! Father!” we are heirs of God’s future in Christ. Being an heir does not 

mean we avoid disappointments and hurts. In fact, Paul reminds us that we “suffer with 

[Christ] so that we may also be glorified with him” (v. 17). We are people of hope as we 

suffer—just as Christ suffered and died—that we may rise with Christ to a new life. We 

wait for Christ’s final victory with hope and patience (v. 25). How does knowing you are 

an heir of God’s future in Christ help you have patience and hope? 
 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, you give us a living hope; help us to have faith in you and 

trust in your saving work now and always. Amen. 

 

 

SERVICE  

“The good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one” 

(Matthew 13:38). We are planted by God as seeds on the earth. Though there may be 

“weeds” among us, good “seeds” make good decisions and reflect God’s love through acts 

of service. In what ways have you or someone you know been a “good seed” in your 

community? 

 

 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  

Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal, trusted relationships. 

Who has influenced your life of faith? Make a list of Christian rituals and traditions the 

person you named has taught you, like prayer and scripture reading. Have you taught some 

of these rituals and traditions to someone else? Pray using Psalm 86:11, “Teach me your 

way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your 

name.” Amen. 
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