JUNE 21, 2020
3RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of
rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his
words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each
hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death,
God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled
with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,

whose steadfast love is everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God,

by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.



Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts

through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Lift High the Cross

Lift High the Cross
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 18741956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 187351947

Text and music @ 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, AH rights reserved. Used by permission.

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord
Shout to the Lord
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Text: Darlene Zschech, b, 1963
Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech

Text and music € 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in ULS. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music {ASCAP),

ofn Inteority Media. Tnc.. 1000 Codv Road. Mohile. AT 36605,

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the
cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and
not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READING: Romans 6:1b-11

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We
have been made new in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

A reading from Romans.

®Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we
who died to sin go on living in it? °Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? “Therefore we have been buried with him
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. °We know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. ‘For
whoever has died is freed from sin. °But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. “We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. ‘°The death he died, he died to sin, once for
all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. *'So you also must consider yourselves dead to
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
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Music: Cartbbean traditionat

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition.
However, he assures them that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is
found in Christ.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] ““A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the
master; “°it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If
they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those
of his household!

25“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. ?"What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light;
and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. °Do not fear those who Kkill
the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in
hell. °Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. °And even the hairs of your head are all counted. **So do not be
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

“>“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge
before my Father in heaven; **but whoever denies me before others, | also will deny before
my Father in heaven.

*“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring
peace, but a sword.

*For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
“and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.



*"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; **and whoever does not take up the
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Those who find their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Bill

SPECIAL MUSIC  Wayne Dale

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great.

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.

Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church. Open our hearts
and unstop our ears to learn from one another, that differences might not overshadow our
baptismal unity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Providing God, your creation shows us that life comes from death. Renew the places
where our land, air, and waterways have been ill for too long (local environmental
concerns may be prayed for). Direct the work of all who care for birds and their habitats.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world
(especially). Revive and strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and
migrants while their homelands struggle for peace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake. Guide all who
speak your word of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being who
they are. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, you are with us and we are never alone. Bless all fathers and father
figures who strive to love and nurture as you do. Comfort all who long to be fathers and all
for whom this day is difficult. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The family and friends of Tina Forjan, the mother of Terry Fell who died last week,
Donnie Shenberger, Jay Hunter, Don Wildeson, David & Norma Monn, Bill Chiado, John
Keller, Mike Schultz, Connie Bikle, Ellen Dale, Janie Winters, Jack Davenport, Carla
Wenger, Judy Monn, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Brian
Helman, Curt Shreiner, Susie Foust, Genny Grant, John Stoner, Karen Sanders, Jackson,
Bonnie Hudson, Ferd Bikle

Reigning God, you bless us with guides and caretakers in the faith. As we give thanks for
those who have died (especially Onesimos Nesib, translator and evangelist), increase our
care for one another until we walk with them in newness of life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, *+ Jesus, the Christ,

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,

bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Amen.



SENDING SONG | Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661)
I Love to Tell the Story
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 18491936

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.



SILENT PRAYER

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-719004. All
rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Bill Nienstedt
Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757
Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org
Organist — Doug Mummert
Acolyte — Sam Nienstedt
Lector — Marjorie Dale
Special Music — Wayne Dale

The altar flowers are placed to the glory of God in memory of my parents and in honor of
my daughters, grandchildren and great grandchildren given by Joyce Skelly.

Stewardship Thought — June 21, 2020 (Third Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 7)
Matthew 10:39 — “Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it.”

Sometimes community feels like loss, smells like sorrow, and loudly laments what is no
longer. Jesus proclaims a “kindom” community born of an essential loss to self. That
death, in turn, enriches the soil from which the abundant life God desires for all creation
will burgeon.
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