MAY 17, 2020
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with
his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen
Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in
our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen
Christ in the world.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of =+ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631)
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts.

Sing to the Lord, give God the glory. Glory.

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts
Forevermore let his love fill the air, and let there be praise.

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world
the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what
is right.

A reading from 1 Peter.

“*Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? *“But even if you do suffer for
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated,
““put in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; ‘°yet do it with
gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned,
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. *’For it is
better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing



evil. “*For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, *°in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, °who in former times
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the
ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. *And baptism, which
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, “’who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject
to him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Be not afraid, sing out for Joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!

Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] **“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. *°And |
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. *'This
Is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

%I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. *°In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. °On that day you
will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. **They who have my



commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Bill

SOLO Touch Your People Once Again  Carole Darr

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.
CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Lord, in your mercy.... C: hear our prayer.

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Embolden your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking
and in our living. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes,
springs, glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures (local bodies of
water may be named). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the
oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who
suffer in any way (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The family and friends of Es Schwebel, who died last week, Mike Schultz, Connie Bikle,
Beth Floyd, Ellen Dale, Janie Winters, Jack Davenport, Carla Wenger, Judy Monn, Patsy
Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Brian Helman, Curt Shreiner, Erin
Weiss, Susie Faust, Genny Grant, John Stoner, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bob Shreiner,
Bonnie Hudson, Ferd Bikle

Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal
promises to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and
imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the
saints who have gone before us (especially). Unite us forever in your final victory over
death. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Jesus Loves Me! (ELW 595)

Jesus Loves Me!
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Text: Anna B. Warner, [820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, [816-1868

DISMISSAL

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SILENT PRAYER

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #A-719004. All
rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Bill Nienstedt
Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757
Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org
Organist — Doug Mummert
Acolyte — Katy Nienstedt
Lector — Rich McEntire
Solo — Carole Darr

The altar flowers are placed to the glory of God in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph R. Hess and their children and in honor of Dorothy Bonebrake given by the Hess
Family.

Stewardship Though — May 17, 2020 (Sixth Sunday of Easter)
John 14:15 - “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

Jesus connects love to action in today’s gospel. Loving Jesus means loving God and
neighbor and following the way of Christ. And as we do, the Spirit of truth guides us and
helps us be better stewards of God’s abundance.
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