
APRIL 19, 2020 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. 

Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering 

around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Even as the early Christians proclaimed 

the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and be what we have  

left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 



sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (ELW 363) 

 

 
 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts. 

Sing to the Lord, give God the glory. Glory. 

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts 

Forevermore let his love fill the air, and let there be praise. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those 

who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of 

Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

EPISTLE READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

A reading from 1 Peter. 

 

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering 

because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we 

have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 

us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 

you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have 

had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious 

than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 

glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you 

love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with 

an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



 

Be not afraid, sing out for Joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts 

another visit from the Lord. 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 

 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 



 

SERMON     Pastor Bill 

 

 

SOLO     No More Night     Sam Mull 

 

 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles'Ccreed. 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,                         

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  (Please respond.) 

P: Lord, in your mercy....    C: hear our prayer. 

 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in 

all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 



Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different ways. 

Guide us to unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our 

commonalities. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and convenience 

over listening to the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care for the world you have made 

so that living things might thrive. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or place of safety. 

We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace for all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those isolated 

physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic 

suffering, grief, and all in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Jeff Keefer, Ellen Dale, Janie Winters, Jack Davenport,  Carla Wenger, Judy Monn, 

Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Brian Helman, Nadene Resh, 

Curt Shreiner, Erin Weiss, Susie Foust, Genny Grant, John Stoner, Karen Sanders, 

Jackson, Bob Shreiner, Bonnie Hudson, Ferd Bikle 

 

Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the 

efforts of missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, and 

relief workers, especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. (Here other 

worldwide ministries may be named.) Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith 

(especially Olavus Petri and Laurentius Petri, renewers of the church). Free us from the 

fear of death, that we embrace the peace you have promised. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 

your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 



hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and +give you peace 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) 

 



 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

 

Stewardship Thought – April 19, 2020 – (Second Sunday of Easter) 

John 20:21 - Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you.” 

 

Every Sunday we gather to hear the Word and experience the Sacraments and then are 

sent into the world to be the hands, feet, heart, and mind of Christ. What one action will 

you take this week to be a steward of our one precious planet? How is that part of spreading 

Christ’s peace to the world? 
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