APRIL 26, 2020
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness,
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to
redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the
breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are
proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of
Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and be what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Now All the of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367)

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 18761947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUENR, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and fhannal, admin, Augsburg Fortress.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts.

Sing to the Lord, give God the glory. Glory.

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts
Forevermore let his love fill the air, and let there be praise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
A reading from Acts.

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the
Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold
declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

“apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd],
*“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

*’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” **Peter said to them, “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. **For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”
“And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” “*So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Be not afraid, sing out for Joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!

Be not afraid, sing out for joy!
Christ is risen, alleluia!

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers
the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the
scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

“*Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples]
were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, *“and talking
with each other about all these things that had happened. “*While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, *°but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. *’And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while
you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. **Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have taken place there in these days?” "He asked them, “What things?” They
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people, ““and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. “*But we had hoped that he was the one
to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. “’Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early
this morning, “and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. **Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not
see him.” “°Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! “°Was it not necessary that the Messiah
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” ?’Then beginning with Moses
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

“5As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. “’But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. **When he was
at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. **Then
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.



*’They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” **That same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. **They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!” **Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made
known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Bill

DUET I Will Rise Audrey and Heidi Shenberger

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Lord, in your mercy.... C: hear our prayer.

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in
all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are empowered to
tell the story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to this love.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and for all
the wild and endangered animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured and
protected. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive us.
Restrain the nations from fighting over limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of
scarcity and violence. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the faith forming ministries of this church. For those preparing for baptism, first
communion, confirmation, and membership (especially). For those who participate in
Sunday school and adult education; guide and inspire learners of every age and ability.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Jeff Keefer, Ellen Dale, Janie Winters, Jack Davenport, Carla Wenger, Judy Monn,
Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Brian Helman, Nadene Resh,
Curt Shreiner, Erin Weiss, Susie Foust, Genny Grant, John Stoner, Karen Sanders,
Jackson, Bob Shreiner, Bonnie Hudson, Ferd Bikle

Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected life.
Give us thankful hearts for those who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of
new life with you. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +give you peace
Amen.



SENDING SONG | Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, Rs$M, b, £927, based on John 6

Music: T AM THE BREAD, Suzanne

Tookan, rRSM

Text and music € {966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442 3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid Beense from copyright admdnistratorn



DISMISSAL

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SILENT PRAYER

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Bill Nienstedt
Home Phone Number: 717-264-3757
Email Address: Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address: office@solomonslutheran.org
Organist — Doug Mummert
Acolyte — Clark Shenberger
Lector — Audrey Shenberger
Duet — Audrey and Heidi Shenberger

The altar flowers are placed to the glory of God for my beloved husband of 63
years. God Bless, given by his wife, Genny Grant.

Stewardship Thought — April 26, 2020 (Third Sunday of Easter)
Luke 24:35 - Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made
known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Sometimes even the most faithful disciples have a tough time seeing Jesus at work in the
world. But if we look beyond our own needs and problems we begin to see the Christ all
around. May this very real presence inspire us to pay attention and to work for the good
of all creation.
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