
APRIL 12, 2020 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD: EASTER DAY 

 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made 

new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings 

life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim 

God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the 

tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good 

news of God’s endless love. 

 

GREETINGS 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  (ELW 365) 
 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 

 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 

 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 

 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles 

Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 

 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts. 

Sing to the Lord, give God the glory. Glory. 

Let there be praise, let there be joy in our hearts 

Forevermore let his love fill the air, and let there be praise. 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 

by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die 

every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING: Acts 10:34-43 

 

A reading from Acts. 

 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary 

of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, 

and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through 

his name.” 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 

judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

Be not afraid, sing out for Joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to 

proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel 

of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards 

shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I 

know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his 

disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb 

quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 

will see me.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

SERMON Pastor Bill 

 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

 

 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Lord, in your mercy....    C: hear our prayer. 

 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 

times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as 

your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders (especially). Open our ears to their 

proclamation this day and always. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the 

galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the 

song. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and 

greed rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your 

cornerstone of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, 

the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence (especially). Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Family and Friends of Jim Mickey who died this  week, Jeff Keefer, Ellen Dale, Janie 

Winters, Jack Davenport, Ina Shreiner, Carla Wenger, Judy Monn, Patsy Wagner, Anne 

English, Bill Sellers, Millie Kulkusky, Brian Helman, Nadene Resh, Curt Shreiner, Erin 

Weiss, Susie Foust, Genny Grant, John Stoner, Karen Sanders, Jackson, Bob Shreiner, 

Bonnie Hudson, Ferd Bikle 

 

Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, ushers, 

greeters, worship assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who provide welcome and 

hospitality in our midst. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We 

remember those who have died (especially). Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection 

hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 

your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376) 

 

1 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 

 Angels in bright raiment 

 rolled the stone away, 

 kept the folded grave-clothes 

 where thy body lay. 

 

Refrain 

 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 

 

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 

 risen from the tomb! 

 Lovingly he greets thee, 

 scatters fear and gloom; 

 let his church with gladness 

 hymns of triumph sing, 

 for the Lord now liveth; 

 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 

 

3 No more we doubt thee, 

 glorious Prince of life; 

 life is naught without thee; 

 aid us in our strife; 

 make us more than conqu'rors, 

 through thy deathless love; 

 bring us safe through Jordan 

 to thy home above.  Refrain 

 

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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