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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 
 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / 260TH ANNIVERSARY OF SOLOMON’S 

OCTOBER 11, 2026 

1766 - 2026 

260th Anniversary 

http://www.solomonslutheran.org/


October 11, 2026 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost / 260th Anniversary of Solomon’s 
 

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death 

forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the 

invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid 

anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. 

With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful 

invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHORAL PRELUDE   Come Build a Church  -  Ken Medema   

                                                        Choir/congregation 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG  For Builders Bold (credit to Dr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. 1923-2007) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever. We give you 

thanks for those who founded this community of believers and for the signs of your 

presence in our congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love, and make our 

fellowship an example to all believers and to all nations. We pray through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays 

a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a 

monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges 

celebration of this victory of salvation. 



 1 O LORD, you are my God; 

  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 

 for you have done wonderful things, 

  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

 2 For you have made the city a heap, 

  the fortified city a ruin; 

 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 

  it will never be rebuilt. 

 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 

  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 

 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 

  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, 

 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the covering that is spread over all nations; 

  8 he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9 It will be said on that day, 

  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: The Lord's My Shepherd (ELW 778) 

 
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9 

 

A reading from Philippians. 

 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians 

to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us 

and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us 

do not seem peaceful. 

1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 

Lord in this way, my beloved. 

  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask 

you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the 

work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are 

in the book of life. 

  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known 

to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And 

the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 



  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the 

things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 

 
 

 

*GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

  22 At that time the Festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 
23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered 

around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 

Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The 

works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me, 26 but you do not believe because you do 

not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I 

give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 
29 My Father, in regard to what he has given me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch 

them out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   Rev. Michael Allwein  -  Great Is God’s Faithfulness! 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 
 

*CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (please respond) 

 P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

Blessed by the Bread, Graced by the Wine 

     Mary Kay Beall 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

Amen. 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

 
 

 

 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER (sung) 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us prayerfully sing as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Christ invites you to this table. 

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 

 
COMMUNION TIME FOR QUIET MEDITATION 

 
*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Almighty God, 

we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly food. 

In your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, 

the body of Christ in the world. 

Send us out, renewed by this sacramental meal, 

to do the work you have given us to do: to witness for Christ, 

to love you with singleness of heart, and to serve you with clarity of purpose; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 



*DISMISSAL 

 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE   Voluntary on “The Ash Grove” -  Dale Wood 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 

reserved.  Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained 

from ONE LICENSE with license #A-719004.  All rights reserved.  

 

SERVING TODAY 

  

Supply Pastor ........................................................................................ Rev. Michael Allwein 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ............................................................................................................ Tana Vance 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEnitre 

Lector .................................................................................................................... Wayne Dale 

Securing Offering ...................................................................... Becky Mull & Sarge Weaver 

Communion Set-Up........................................................................................... Marjorie Dale 

Communion Clean-Up ...................................................................................... Marjorie Dale 

Communion Assist ........................................................................................................... TBD 

Attendance last Sunday…………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the glory of God in memory of our parents, 

Bill and Louise Coldsmith & Jack and Bea White given by Ron, Bonney, Kevin, and Brian.  

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Any pastoral care or concerns can be addressed to Pastor Christopher Frye, Dean of the 

Chambersburg Conference at 717-261-1213 (St. Luke’s Church, Scotland). 

 

Please welcome Pastor Michael Allwein with a warm “thank you” for leading our 

worship service this morning. 

 

 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Prayer requests for the following: Ellie Martin, Ina Shreiner, Dick & Vicki Reichard, Dick 

Amt, Phil Johnson, Betty Amt, Marie Dovey, Amy Eichelberger, Paul Steiding, Sam Brooks, 

Kaitlyn Dovey, Patsy Wildeson, James Bersch, Kristen Hardman, Charles Carl, Debbie 

Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Linda Mumaugh, Becky Ensinger, all the Homebound, and our 

world & country. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-

3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

           

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

    October 12 - Council 7pm 

                  13 - Social Ministry 6pm     

                  15 - Choir 7pm 

                                           

Please check your church mailbox for your time and talent sheet and contribution 

commitment card. 

 

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. Sarge will be 

leading the study.  

 

Power Pack Meals - Social Ministry is once again collecting nutritious food for New 

Franklin Elementary School students in need during the 2026-2027 school year. Please 

place the items in the container in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a 

monetary donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put 

Power Pack Meals in the memo line, or place cash in an envelope and mark power pack. 

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 
 

The 2026 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can. 

 

The 2026 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $60.00 with the bulletin information. 

 

 



Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 

 

    Our Choral prelude this morning, “Come Build a Church,” is an anthem recommended 

by a church colleague that would be fitting for today’s 260th anniversary celebration of 

Solomon’s Lutheran Church. What a milestone for this congregation! The text for this 

selection follows in the music notes. You are invited to sing with us as marked. Although 

not a familiar tune, it is one of those special tunes that is easy to follow and will hopefully 

remain in your hearts beyond our worship this morning. 

     Our Hymn of the Day this morning, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” was written by Thomas 

Chisholm, who was born in Kentucky in 1866. He lived what has been described as an 

unremarkable life, working as a schoolteacher, a newspaper editor, an insurance agent, and 

also doing evangelistic work. Through all sorts of ups and downs in his life, including on-

going health problems, he discovered new blessings from God every morning. The 3rd 

chapter of Lamentations became special to him: “His compassions fail not. They are new 

ever morning; Great is Your faithfulness.” Unlike many hymns that have heart-wrenching 

stories behind them, "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" is inspired by the simple realization that 

God is at work in our lives daily. Chisholm wrote, "My income has not been large at any 

time due to impaired health. I must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a 

covenant-keeping God, who has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care, 

for which I am filled with astonishing gratefulness." The hymn reminds us that God doesn't 

only work in dramatic or miraculous ways, but also in simple, everyday ways. It also reminds 

us that Jesus has never failed us in the past, so we have no reason to doubt his faithfulness 

in the future. Chisholm spent his retirement years at the Methodist Home for the Aged in 

New Jersey, where he died in 1960, having written 1200 poems and hymns during his 

lifetime. (Hymnary.org; Then Sings My Soul: Morgan, pg. 285). 

     Our Sending Song this morning, “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing,” was written by Omer 

Westendorf (1916-1997). Written as a closing hymn for the Communion service, this text 

reminds us that worship should overflow into daily life. Having been spiritually renewed at 

the Lord’s table, we are now called to live out Christ’s mission in the “real world,” carrying 

His love and truth wherever we go. Set to the beloved Welsh melody THE ASH GROVE, 

its joyful, flowing lines encourage us to leave the sanctuary not as passive hearers but as 

active doers of the Word. What a fitting way to end our anniversary observance this morning, 

being sent out to share God’s promise and love to all. (Hymns for Worship.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Come Build a Church 

 

Choir:   God of Creation, Maker of all things, we gather in this place to pray. 

   We do invite you, come now among us; come and build your church today. 

 

All: Come build a church with soul and spirit, come build a church of flesh and bone 

We need no tower rising skyward, no house of wood or glass, or stone. 

Come build a church with human frailty, come build a church of flesh and blood. 

Jesus shall be its sure foundation. It shall be built by the hand of God. 

 

Choir:  1. Let us see the tongues of fire. Let us hear the great wind roar. 

Let us know the awe and wonder, that we’ve only glimpsed before. 

Let us feel the strength of passion, which can make us laugh and weep. 

Let us know the great awakening for so long we’ve been asleep. 

2.  Let us know the love increasing, which alone can loose the bounds. 

Reaching out across the chasms, bringing walls of hatred down. 

Let us taste the sweet communion, where the circle never ends. 

Hold us in the sweet connection, turning strangers into friends. 

 

All: Come build a church with soul and spirit, come build a church of flesh and bone 

We need no tower rising skyward, no house of wood or glass, or stone. 

Come build a church with human frailty, come build a church of flesh and blood. 

Jesus shall be its sure foundation. It shall be built by the hand of God. 

 

Choir:  Guide our feet in peaceful pathways. Teach us peace of heart and mind; 

Peace with God and all God’s children: till we leave our wars behind. 

Surely joy will come and find us like a breeze that cools the night. 

Like the rain upon the desert; like a candle’s gentle light. 

 

All: Come build a church with soul and spirit, come build a church of flesh and bone 

We need no tower rising skyward, no house of wood or glass, or stone. 

Come build a church with human frailty, come build a church of flesh and blood. 

Jesus shall be its sure foundation. It shall be built by the hand of God. 

 

 


