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September 27, 2026
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of
God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while
God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility,
putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared
cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHORAL PRELUDE How Can I Keep from Singing - arr. Andy Beck
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through =+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



*GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (ELW 526)
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we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204)
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a - bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:

we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
A reading from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were
and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently
invites people to turn and live.

' The word of the LORD came to me: * What do you mean by repeating this proverb

concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth
are set on edge”? * As I live, says the Lord GoD, this proverb shall no more be used by you
in Israel. “* Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child



1s mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

*>Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? °° When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed, they shall die. >’ Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. ** Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. * Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

U Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be
your ruin. °' Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?
**For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

'To 'you, O LORD,
I lift ' up my soul.
’My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
? Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame ! who are treacherous.
*Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.
’Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
“Remember, O LORD, your compas- ' sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and ! my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O
LORD.
*You are gracious and up- ' right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
’You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way.



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13
A reading from Philippians.

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian
hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s
selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for
Christian accord.

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, * make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. * Let
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. ° Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
" but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
® he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
’ Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
'U'so that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
'"and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

'“ Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling,
" for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW S142A)
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there.
His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of
the temple.

**When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” ** Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. *° Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe
him?” *° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as
a prophet.” *’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

8 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.” ** He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and
went. *’ The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but
he did not go. *' Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even
after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Herb Spomer



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse.

HYMN OF THE DAY O Master, Let Me Walk with You (ELW 818)
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help me bear the strain of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can  give; with you, O  Mas - ter, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.
*CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (please respond)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*OFFERTORY Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (ELW 884)
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

*OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way

through life with the words of your Son.

Give us the light we need, awaken in us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



*SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545)
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessin - arr. Harold DeCou
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights

reserved. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained
from ONE LICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY
SUPPLY PaASTOT...ccciiiiieeiiieecee e e Rev. Herb Spomer
Church Office Email Address .......coeevvveeiiieeeciieeeiee e office@solomonslutheran.org
OFZANISE ..iviieeiieeeiee et e et e e et e e et eeestaeeesebaeeesssaeessseeeasssaeaasseeessseaeans Mary-Jo Bedsworth
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the glory of God in memory of John Kindall,
the Mull family, and Gift family given with love, Becky Mull.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Any pastoral care or concerns can be addressed to Pastor Christopher Frye, Dean of the
Chambersburg Conference at 717-261-1213 (St. Luke’s Church, Scotland).

Prayer requests for the following: Ina Shreiner, Dick & Vicki Reichard, Dick Amt, Denny
Helman, Phil Johnson, Betty Amt, Marie Dovey, Amy Eichelberger, Paul Steiding, Sam
Brooks, Kaitlyn Dovey, Patsy Wildeson, James Bersch, Kristen Hardman, Charles Carl,
Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Linda Mumaugh, Becky Ensinger, all the Homebound,
and our world & country. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-
264-3702.

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
October 1 - Choir 7pm

Please welcome Pastor Herb Spomer with a warm “thank you” for leading our
worship service this morning.

A GREAT BIG “THANK YOU?” for supporting our Personal Care Kit mission. Thanks to
your help, we were able to complete 27 kits. Also, thanks to those of you who helped
assemble the kits.

Please check your church mailbox for your time and talent sheet and contribution
commitment card.

The October/November/December issue of Qur Daily Bread is available in the
pamphlet rack in the narthex.



Beginning October 7, we will begin Bible Study on Wednesday mornings from 10:00
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. Sarge will be leading the study. At our first meeting we plan to have
a short lesson and then discuss what our study lessons will be. If you have any ideas, please
contact Sarge.

On Sunday, October 1 1, Worship and Music will be sponsoring a luncheon

following worship to celebrate Solomon's 260th
i Anniversary. Pastor Michael Allwein will serve as
‘.a pastor on this special day. We hope to have a
\\ / @ display of memorabilia of years gone by at
® Solomon's, from the log church to our present

\ SAVE facility. Please look through photos and other

materials regarding Solomon's that you would like

dlﬂl e to have displayed. Photos would include wedding,

ATE baptism, catechism, members, and church

/ D activities. Please contact Bonney Coldsmith or any

’ member of Worship and Music if you are willing to

/ share items. The luncheon will be held in the

' Fellowship Center. Chicken  will  be

provided. Attendees are asked to bring either a side

dish or dessert to share. A sign-up sheet will be in

the Sunday School room. All members of Solomon's and previous members and their
families are invited. Let's make this a special day of remembrance and fellowship.

Power Pack Meals - Social Ministry is once again collecting nutritious food for New
Franklin Elementary School students in need during the 2026-2027 school year. Please
place the items in the container in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a
monetary donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put
Power Pack Meals in the memo line, or place cash in an envelope and mark power pack.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

The 2026 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School
room. Please sign up for as many as you can.

The 2026 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost
of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $60.00 with the bulletin information.



Music Notes/Hymn Notes:

Our hymn of the day this morning, “O Master, Let Me Walk With Walk With You,” was
written by Washington Gladden (1836-1918). Gladden, one of America’s best known
Congregationalist ministers, was a powerful and fearless advocate of the “social gospel.”
The heart of his message is found in the first two lines, “O Master, let me walk with Thee,
In lowly paths of service free,” and the poem was entitled “Walking with God.” (Hymn
Notes for Church Bulletins, Austin C. Lovelace, pg. 80).

Our sending hymn this morning, “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your (Thy) Blessing,” was
written by John Fawcett (1740-1817), and was included in the Shawbury Hymn Book, 1773.
Fawcett, best known for his hymn “Blest Be the Tie that Binds,” probably intended for this
hymn for the last Sunday of the year, asking God’s blessings on the new year ahead.
However, it 1s generally sung at the conclusion of worship as a choral benediction or a
closing hymn. Fawcett was an English minister who wrote over 160 hymns, mostly to be
sung after his sermons. Of those 160 hymns, only “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing,”
and “Blest Be the Tie that Binds,” are included in our ELW hymnal. (Hymn Notes for
Church Bulletins, Austin C. Lovelace, pg. 64).




