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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace, to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully, to support and serve others in faith, to work in harmony with all

creation."”

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
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September 6, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of
warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling
of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts
of peace and reconciliation.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE Organ Voluntary on “Ar Hyd Y Nos” — Kevin Hildebrand
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



*GATHERING SONG Joyful, Joyful
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We Adore Thee (ELW 836)
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - et of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Holy God, We Praise Your Name (ELW 414) VS 1,4
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1 Ho - ly God, we  praise vyour name; Lord  of  all, we
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly  Son, Ho -'I}' Spir - it
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how be - fore you. All on carth  your scep - ter  claim,
three  we name you, though in es - sence on - ly  one;
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un - di - vid - ed God  we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
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bend the knee while  we oW the mys = fer = .

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 13201900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Kafieelisches “r.\ermm'.lur'ff. Vienna, 1774

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11
A reading from Ezekiel.

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey
God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives
a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. * If I say to the wicked, “O wicked



ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand.
’But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

'“Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?”
'I'Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GoD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked
but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

#*Teach me, O LORD, the way ! of your statutes,
and I shall keep it ! to the end.

** Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with | all my heart.

> Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

*Incline my heart to | your decrees
and not to ! unjust gain.

*"Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
give me life | in your way.

**Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.

% Turn away the reproach ! that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.

““Behold, I long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- ! liven me.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Romans.

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the
law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light
of the future God has in store for us.

* Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. * The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” '’ Love does no



wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '* the night
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; ' let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

*GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a
whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against
another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one.
'“But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,
let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. '* Truly I tell you, whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. 'V Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. *’ For where two or three are gathered in my
name, [ am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Wayne Dale

*Please stand as you are able for the final verse.

HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail (ELW 359)
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I Wherechar - i - ty and love pre - vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un - known; let all  con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.

let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #a-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

*CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*OFFERTORY We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) VS 1,2
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| We give thee but thine own, what-e'er the gift may be:

2 May we thy boun - tes thus as  stew-ards true re - ceive,
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all  that we have is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad - ly, as thou bless-est  us, to  thee our first- fruits give,
Text; William W, How, 18251597, alt
Blusic: HEATH. L. Mason and G, Webb, Cantica Lanuda, 1550
*OFFERING PRAYER
Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way

through life with the words of your Son.

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.



*SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my oOwn.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #a-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

*DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee - Richard Ellsasser
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE
#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



SERVING TODAY

PUIDIt SUPPLY ot e e Wayne Dale
Church Office Email Address .......cooeviveveiieeeciieeeieeeeeee e, office@solomonslutheran.org
OFZANIST ..eenvvieeiieeiie et ettt et eetteesteeeseeeesbeesaeeessaeenseessseessseesnseesseeans Mary-Jo Bedsworth
Head USRET ......iiiiiiecee e e Janice McEntire
ALCOLYEE .ottt ettt e ettt e et e et e e e e e raeenbeeenraeenes Aaron Shreiner
o110 USSR SRRUURRUURRRUI Kathy Bowen
Securing Offering.........cceeevveeevieiiiienieecee e Janice McEntire & Linda Berberich
Attendance 1ast SUNAay........c.ooiiiiiii e 28
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the glory of God in honor of my son Matthew,
my brother Michael, and my nephew Ferdie’s birthdays given by Kathy Bowen.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Any pastoral care or concerns can be addressed to Pastor Christopher Frye, Dean of the
Chambersburg Conference at 717-261-1213 (St. Luke’s Church, Scotland).

Prayer requests for the following: Dick & Vicki Reichard, Dick Amt, Denny Helman, Phil
Johnson, Betty Amt, Marie Dovey, Amy Eichelberger, Paul Steiding, Sam Brooks, Kaitlyn
Dovey, Patsy Wildeson, James Bersch, Kristen Hardman, Charles Carl, Debbie Aschmann,
Donna, Karen, Linda Mumaugh, Becky Ensinger, all the Homebound, and our world &
country. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702.
Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
September 8 - W&M 6pm
10 - Finance Noon
Choir 7pm

Help is needed to serve a luncheon on Saturday, September 12. See sign-up sheet on
bulletin board.
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Attention all members - please plan to attend our first meeting on September 13 after
worship to vote on leaving the ELCA.

Beginning October 7, we will begin Bible Study on Wednesday mornings from 10:00
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. Sarge will be leading the study. At our first meeting we plan to have
a short lesson and then discuss what our study lessons will be. If you have any ideas, please
contact Sarge.

As the summer quickly draws to a close, it will soon be time for choir rehearsals to
resume. Plans are tentatively set for rehearsals to begin Thursday, September 10 at 7:00
PM. Rehearsals generally last about an hour. New members are most definitely welcome to
join our current members. Consider joining your voice with others to help lead our worship
services each week.

Social Ministry is collecting items for personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Kits will be assembled on Sunday, September 20" following service. Display of items
needed will be in the sanctuary. Anyone wishing to give a monetary donation can make a
check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and mark “care kits” on memo line. Cash can
be placed in an envelope and marked “care kits”

On Sunday, October 1 1, Worship and Music will be sponsoring a luncheon

following worship to celebrate Solomon's 260th

| Anniversary. Pastor Michael Allwein will serve as
H p pastor on this special day. We hope to have a
\\ ; / @ display of memorabilia of years gone by at

® Solomon's, from the log church to our present

\ SAVE facility. Please look through photos and other

materials regarding Solomon's that you would like

‘d‘ﬂl - to have displayed. Photos would include wedding,

ATE baptism, catechism, members, and church

/ D activities. Please contact Bonney Coldsmith or any

‘ member of Worship and Music if you are willing to

/ share items. The luncheon will be held in the

' Fellowship  Center. Chicken  will  be

provided. Attendees are asked to bring either a side

dish or dessert to share. A sign-up sheet will be in

the Sunday School room. All members of Solomon's and previous members and their
families are invited. Let's make this a special day of remembrance and fellowship.



Power Pack Meals - Social Ministry is once again collecting nutritious food for New
Franklin Elementary School students in need during the 2026-2027 school year. Please
place the items in the container in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a
monetary donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put
Power Pack Meals in the memo line, or place cash in an envelope and mark power pack.

Qigong/Tai Chi Class is cancelled for this session due to unforeseen circumstances.

If you would like to send a get-well card to Phil Johnson, we are sure he would
greatly appreciate it.

Rally Day - Sunday, September 13. Breakfast (sausage egg casserole, sticky buns, almond
bars, bacon, fresh fruit, coffee, tea & water) is at 9:00 a.m. in Solomon’s Fellowship Center
followed by speaker David Rudy from Joy El Ministries from 9:30 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

The 2026 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School
room. Please sign up for as many as you can.

The 2026 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost
of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $60.00 with the bulletin information.

Hymn Notes:

Today’s gathering hymn, “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee,” was written by Henry Van
Dyke. It is a brilliant hymn of praise to God, our Creator. We experience joy on many
levels in our lives: we witness the joy expressed by Creation; we bask in the joy of God as
He delights in us; and we experience our own joy as we reflect on all God has done for us
and through us. It has been said that many of us rush through life too quickly to stop and be
filled with joy. We live in a world where we have phone calls to make, children to raise,
knowledge to express, and countless other things demanding our attention. Instead, we need
to simply stop, look around us, and be filled with joy and gratitude for the world God has
given us! Sing with that joy this morning as we join to worship God, our Creator!
(hymnary.org) Today’s postlude is based on this hymn.

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing,” was written by Rev. Jaroslav Vajda. It was
published in 1983 and appeared in With One Voice, the songbook supplement of the ELCA
in 1995. Pastor Vajda served several congregations of the Missouri Synod before making a
move to Concordia Publishing in St. Louis, where he served as editor of This Day magazine.
While at Concordia, he began writing hymns of his own, instead of just translating hymns
into English from his native Slovak language. He then published several collections of
hymns after his retirement, Now the Joyful Celebration (1987) and its sequel So Much to



Sing About (1991). Today’s sending hymn was set to the tune “All Through the Night,”
making it an instant hit. People love this hymn for its “healing language and blessings, a
benediction for life.” The hymn truly blesses us with God’s grace. (Hymnfortheday.com). If
you look in our ELW, Pastor Vajda has several hymn texts included: 285, 460, 543, 602,
740, and 795. It is interesting to note that he served on several hymnal committees, including
our former LBW, and the Lutheran Worship hymnal of the Missouri Synod when the
Missouri synod broke away from the development of the LBW.



