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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

 

 
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

AUGUST 9, 2026 
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August 9, 2026 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer 

silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: 

“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm 

presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the 

refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a 

sign of God’s presence to others. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



*GATHERING SONG God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind (ELW 400) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #a-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Holy God, We Praise Your Name (ELW 414) VS 1,4 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue 

your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in 

the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18 

 

A reading from 1 Kings. 

 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s 

presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” 

God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are 

still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his 

own successor. 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.  

  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 

sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to 

pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 

breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the 

wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a 

fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of 

the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 

sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD 

said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you 

shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king 

over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 

place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes 

from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 

knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 

(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 8 I will listen to what the LORD 
| God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 

 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  

 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 



 11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

 12 The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 

 13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 

 

A reading from Romans. 

 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift 

received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates 

our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable 

component of God’s saving actions. 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 

does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, 

“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 

what does it say?  

 “The word is near you, 

  in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with 

the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be 

put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord 

of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 

to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is 

written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102) 

 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail 

despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples 

when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 

Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 

up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this 

time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 
25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the 

disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 

cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do 

not be afraid.” 

  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 

toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, 

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand 

and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got 

into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you 

are the Son of God.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON    Rev. Julia Brown 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save (ELW 756) 

 
 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 
 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Merciful God,  C: receive our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*OFFERTORY We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) VS 1,2 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 

O God of justice and love, 

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son. 

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 

and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 *SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 

  

Interim Pastor ............................................................................................... Rev. Julia Brown 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Pianist ........................................................................................................... Heidi Shenberger 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Martie Veilleux 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................ Aaron Shreiner 

Lector ................................................................................................................ Rich McEntire 

Securing Offering ................................................................... Aaron Shreiner & Wayne Dale 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………24 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the glory of God. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

We welcome Heidi Shenberger as our guest musician this morning and thank her for 

filling in for Mary-Jo today. It's always a pleasure to have Heidi lead our worship service. 

Please express your appreciation to Heidi after worship. 

 

Any pastoral care or concerns can be addressed to Pastor Julia Brown by email to 

pastor@solomonslutheran.org or phone 703-434-9220. 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Denny Helman, Phil Johnson, Betty Amt, Nancy 

Marshall, Marie Dovey, Amy Eichelberger, Paul Steiding, Dennis Hose, Sam Brooks, 

Kaitlyn Dovey, Patsy Wildeson, James Bersch, Kristen Hardman, Charles Carl, Debbie 

Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger, all the 

Homebound, and our world & country. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice 

McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Attention members – Monday, August 24 at 6:30pm Bishop Herr will be here to discuss 

and answer any question on leaving the ELCA. 

 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org
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Attention all members - please plan to attend our first meeting on September 13 after 

worship to vote on leaving the ELCA. 

 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

    August 10 - Council 7pm 

       11 - Christian Ed 7pm 

                12 - Bible Study 10am 

                 

 
 

Bible Study - Wednesdays at 10:00 AM in the fellowship center conference room.  

 

“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday is Rally Day September 13. Solomon’s is 

participating with thousands of other congregations across the country to serve our 

communities on “God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday. Join Social Ministry immediately 

following worship to assemble the world relief personal care kits.  

 

Rally Day - Sunday, September 13. Breakfast (sausage egg casserole, sticky buns, almond 

bars, bacon, fresh fruit, coffee, tea & water) is at 9:30 a.m. in Solomon’s Fellowship Center 

followed by speaker David Rudy from Joy El Ministries from 10:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. 

 

Qigong/Tai Chi Class will be starting August 26th Wednesdays at 7:00pm at Solomon’s 

Church main Sunday school room.  This is an open class.  Come when you can.   All 

movement is done standing. Sitting can be an option.   All exercises are mild.  For more 

information contact:  Colleen Johnson. 

 

Good News Camp is still in need of the following supplies: pencils, paper towels, 

crayons/coloring pencils, Lysol wipes, toilet brushes, 13/40 gallon trash bags, Lysol 

disinfectant spray, Graham crackers, cases of water. Christian Ed will deliver the items. 

 

On Sunday, October 11, Worship and Music will be sponsoring a luncheon 

following worship to celebrate Solomon's 260th 

Anniversary.  Pastor Michael Allwein will serve as 

pastor on this special day.   We hope to have a display 

of memorabilia of years gone by at Solomon's, from the 

log church to our present facility.  Please look through 

photos and other materials regarding Solomon's that 

you would like to have displayed.  Photos would 

include wedding, baptism, catechism, members, and 

church activities.  Please contact Bonney Coldsmith or 

any member of Worship and Music if you are willing to 

share items.  Let's make this a special day of 

remembrance and fellowship.  More information will 

be coming.   

 

 
 



During the months of June, July, and August, Social Ministry will be collecting items 

for personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief. Kits will be assembled on Rally Day, 

September 13th. Display of items needed will be in the sanctuary. Anyone wishing to give a 

monetary donation can make a check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and mark 

personal care kits on memo line. 

              

You are invited to attend a fellowship lunch with Solomon's UCC every month on the 

fourth Thursday at 12:00 PM. August's luncheon will be on August 27. Please RSVP to 

Marvin Shew at marv_joyce@yahoo.com so that he can update you when a restaurant is 

chosen. 

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

The 2026 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can. 

 

The 2026 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $60.00 with the bulletin information. 

 

Music Notes 

   Our hymn of the day this morning, "Eternal Father, Strong to Save," was written by 

William Whiting (1825-1878) and published in Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861. Known 

as the sailors' hymn, it follows a Trinitarian pattern with three scriptural bases: Job 38:10-

11, where God prescribes the ocean's boundaries, Matthew 8: 23-27 and 14: 22-32, Christ 

stilling the storm and walking on the sea, and Genesis 1:2 where the Spirit of God brooded 

over the face of the deep and created order from chaos. The final verse is a summary prayer 

to the Trinity for the safety of sailors - and all of us are sailors on the sea of life. (Hymn 

Notes for Church Bulletin s; Austin C. Lovelace, pg. 31.) 

   Our sending hymn this morning, "My Life Flows on in Endless Song," is a hymn all about 

perspective. It opens with an assertion that the troubles of this world are nothing when 

compared to the new creation that is to come. By keeping our focus on our Lord - that He is 

our rock and that He lives - we can follow the admonition of the apostle James: "Count it all 

joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds." 

(James 1: 2 ESV) (Hymnary .org) 
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