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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

GOOD FRIDAY  

APRIL 3, 2026 

7:00PM 

http://www.solomonslutheran.org/


April 3, 2026 

Good Friday - 7:00 pm  

 

WELCOME 

  

Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”) was the name given to the medieval predawn morning 

prayer celebrated by monks during the last three days in Holy Week. In the monastic 

practice, it was a service of prayers and readings from Scripture. As the light began to 

dawn, the candles used for reading were gradually extinguished, so that at the end of the 

service, the rising sun provided the necessary light for reading and singing 

 

PRELUDE     Ah, Holy Jesus   -   arr. John Carter 

                       O Sacred Head, Now Wounded   -   arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

 

HYMN: Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW 338) 

 
 

 



PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 

 

P:   Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 

C:  Oh, come, let us | worship him. 
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BIDDING PRAYERS:  

 

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 

By your Holy Spirit guide the church 

and gather it throughout the world. 

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 

and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for our bishops, for our pastor(s), for our deacon(s), and all servants of the 

church, and for all the people of God. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 

your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 

Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, 

other ministers, and lay leaders. 

Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, 

and help each of us in our various vocations 

to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. 

Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism. 

Give them new birth as your children, 

and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 

Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 

Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 

and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 

long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. 

Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 

may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace 

all those who call out to you under different names. 

Bring an end to inter-religious strife, 

and make us more faithful witnesses 

of the love made known to us in your Son. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 

so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. 

Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace 

in the world and through us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for God's creation. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 

Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care 

and bring all things to fulfillment in you. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 

In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, 

so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 

and a share in the goodness of your creation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those in need. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 

you give strength to the weary 

and new courage to those who have lost heart. 

Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, 

free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 

and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 

Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, 

that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 

Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to 

suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

 

John 18:1-11 Martie Veilleux        

 

Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW 347 (verses 1&2) 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER / EXTINGUISHING OF FIRST CANDLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 18:12-27 Rich McEntire 

 

Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349 (verses 1&2) 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER / EXTINGUISHING OF SECOND CANDLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 18:28-40 Bonney Coldsmith 

 

Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349 (verses 3,4,5) 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER / EXTINGUISHING OF THIRD CANDLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 19:1-7  Becky Pecha 

 

Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  ELW 351 (verses 1&2) 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER / EXTINGUISHING OF FOURTH CANDLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 19:8-16a Marjorie Dale 

 

Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  ELW 351 (verses 3&4) 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER / EXTINGUISHING OF FIFTH CANDLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 19:16b-22 Kathy Bowen 

 

Hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803 (verses 1&2) 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER / EXTINGUISHING OF SIXTH CANDLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 19:23-30 Wayne Dale 

 

Hymn: Were You There ELW 353  

 
 

SILENT PRAYER / EXTINGUISHING OF SEVENTH CANDLE 

 

John 19:31-42 Rev. Julia Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHOIR ANTHEM:   The Sparrow's Song   -   Joseph Martin 
 

“I will build my nest in the arms of the tree,” sang the sparrow soft and low: 

“The cross that stands upon the hill will keep me safe, I know. 

For the tree will be a shelter strong, a tower high above, 

A place where I can sing my song and know that I am loved.” 

 

“I will build my nest in the arms of the tree that held the Lord of life, 

The Keeper of all fragile things, the One who gave me flight. 

For He sees me when on clouds I soar, He hears me when I sing. 

He holds me close through ev’ry storm, I am safe beneath His wings. 

Tree of mercy, tree of grace, in your shadow there is hope. 

Tree of comfort, tree of life, in your branches I am home.” 

 

“I will take my rest at the foot of the tree,” said the sinner tired and worn. 

“Beneath the cross of Calvary is where I’ll make my home. 

For the cross will be my tower of strength, a sacred hiding place. 

And in love’s shadow I will fall and give myself to grace.  

And give myself to grace.” 

 

The single candle will be removed following the anthem. 

 

The congregation sits in silent darkness. A loud noise is made during the darkness to 

represent the stone being rolled to seal the tomb, during which time the congregation can 

silently pray The Lord’s Prayer.  The single candle will return to the altar table to help us 

remember that even on Good Friday we are still Easter people. 

 

RETURN OF THE LIGHT 

 

P:   We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

C:  By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 

DEPART IN SILENCE 

 

The service continues Easter Sunday with worship at 10:45 a.m. with special music 

beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 



From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

Interim Pastor ............................................................................................... Rev. Julia Brown 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ........................................................................................................ Marjorie Dale 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................ Aaron Shreiner  

Securing Offering .................................................................. Larry Socks & Linda Berberich 

Readers ....................... Kathy Bowen, Rev. Julia Brown, Bonney Coldsmith, Marjorie Dale,  

                                                                              Wayne Dale, Rich McEntire, Becky Pecha  
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