SOLOMON'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4856 WAYNE ROAD
CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17202
(717) 267-2266

EMAIL: info@solomonslutheran.org
WEB SITE: www.solomonslutheran.org
FACEBOOK SEARCH: Solomon’s Lutheran Facebook

"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace, to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully, to support and serve others in faith, to work in harmony with all

creation."”

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 15,2026


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the
man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism
God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was
anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear
witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORGAN PRELUDE [n the Cross of Christ, I Glory - Wilbur Held

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of =+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

*GATHERING SONG O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate (ELW 722)
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,

n H ﬁ 1 Il } } I
)’ A . I | [ —— | sm— | | I |
T3 ) — a0
[ [an YL | | I | | | & [710
p% o o | 4 & & =
J -

to write  God’s love in hu-man deeds, ¢ - ter - ni-ty in time.

and help us bear an - oth-er’s pain as though it were our own.
that through our life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
*KYRIE (ELW S213)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and
death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM  Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You™ - Jay Althouse
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A reading from 1 Samuel.

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not
match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came
endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor
to Saul.

" The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the



Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” > Samuel said, “How
can [ go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” ° Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will
show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”
* Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” ° He said, “Peaceably. I
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before
the LORD.” " But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height
of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they
look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse called
Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this
one.” ” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen
this one.” '’ Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,
“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” '' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel
said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” '* He
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome.
The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” '* Then Samuel took the horn of
oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

'The LorD ! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
“The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
*You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
°You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
A reading from Ephesians.

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways
that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

® Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light,
? for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '’ Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. '' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather,
expose them. '” For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, '* but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, '* for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
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*GOSPEL: John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual
blindness to the things of God.

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. * His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ° Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. ° As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.”  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ' saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”



(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. © The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used
to sit and beg?” ” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” ' But they kept asking him, “Then how were your
eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,
and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.”
"> They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

"> They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '“ Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.
Then I washed, and now I see.” '° Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?” And they were divided. '’ So they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

' The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight '’ and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” °’ His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, *' but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” ** His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. ** Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

*So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *° He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” *° They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’ He answered them,
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” ** Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. °” We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *’ The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. ' We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and
obeys his will. ** Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a person born blind. * If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?”
And they drove him out.

#° Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” *° He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” *’ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” ** He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. *’ Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may
become blind.” *’ Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him,



“Surely we are not blind, are we?” *! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Julia Brown
*Please stand as you are able for the final verse

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)
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sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' CREED.

*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart (Hillert) (ELW 186)
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
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COMMUNION HYMN O God of Mercy, God of Light (ELW 714)
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in your sight, to live our lives in you.
stray  and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and  thought may work a work for you.
grace  pro - vide, to love them all in you.

6 And may your Holy Spirit move
all those who live to live in love,
till you receive in heav’n above
all those who live in you.

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as though to you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Music: Just as I Am, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



*BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

Amen.

*SENDING SONG In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324)
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER

PLEASE BE SEATED FOR THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-719004
and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



SERVING TODAY

INtErim PaStOT .....viiiiiiieciie et e Rev. Julia Brown
Church Office Email Address .......cooeviveveiieeeciieeeieeeeeee e, office@solomonslutheran.org
OFZANIST ..eenvvieeiieeiie et ettt et eetteesteeeseeeesbeesaeeessaeenseessseessseesnseesseeans Mary-Jo Bedsworth
HeEad USKET ....cuiiiiiiicie ettt e et Aaron Shreiner
ALCOLYEE .ottt et e e et et e et e e s e e e beeebaeeteeenaeens Janice McEntire
o110 SRR Rich McEntire
Securing Offering........ccceevviieiieriiieciie e Ron Coldsmith & Rich McEntire
CommUNION SEE-UP....eiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeciee ettt e e reeeseaeesaeeseseesaseeas Marjorie Dale
Communion Clean-Up ........cceeeuieriiieriiieeiieeie et Marjorie Dale
Communion Bread ..........ooovviiiiiiiiicee e Frances Reichard
COMMUNION ASSISE ..veiiiiiieeeiiieeiiieeeiteeeesteeeesteeessrreeesreeesssseeessssesessssesesssseesnnns Marjorie Dale
Attendance Last SUNAAY .......ccueiiiiiiiiiiiicceece e e e 36
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the glory of God in honor of our 65" Wedding
Anniversary given by Norm and Nancy Kuykendall.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Any pastoral care or concerns can be addressed to Pastor Julia Brown by email
jlouisebrown@msn.com or phone 703-434-9220.

Prayer requests for the following: Amy Eichelberger, Paul Steiding, Clif Rau, Dennis
Hose, Sam Brooks, Ellie Martin, Kaitlyn Dovey, Patsy Wildeson, James Bersch, Kristen
Hardman, Charles Carl, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda
Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger, all the Homebound, and our world & country. If
anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702.

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Communion will be served every Sunday during Lent.
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Weekly Calendar Reminders:
March 17 - Property 1pm
Social Ministry 7pm
18 - Bible Study 10am
Lenten Service 7pm (soup/bread meal 5:30pm)
19 - Choir 7pm

Special congregation meeting today following worship service. The purpose of this
meeting is to approve a continuing resolution to our constitution on our view of
homosexuality. This Continuing Resolution was proposed by several members and
approved by council.

CR -1l CLARIFICATIONS OF THE CONFESSION OF FAITH

Solomon’s Evangelical Lutheran Church View on Homosexuality

We believe that homosexuals receive God’s love and grace as do all people. However, we do
not condone homosexuality. Those who have a genetic disposition to homosexuality are not
condemned, providing they do not participate in or promote homosexual behavior. We
believe this is consistent with New Testament scripture and also applies to immoral sexual
behavior. We also believe that the transforming power of God’s love and grace can return a
sinning person to righteousness and salvation.

Solomon’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, April 4 at 11:00AM - Solomon’s Picnic
Woods. All children 12 and under are invited.

Social Ministry Meeting — Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00pm

The April/May/June edition of the Our Daily Bread is available in the pamphlet rack in
the vestibule.

Orioles and Yankees Game — Tuesday, May 12. Need to leave early (around 3:15p.m.),
it is a night game. Wolf’s Bus Line. Price is $127 which includes the ride to and from
Camden Yards, ticket, and tip. We need at least 27 people and %2 down payment. We will
leave from Solomon’s Church. Friends and family welcome. If interested, call Linda.

Mid-week Lenten service on Wednesday, March 18 at Trinity Lutheran beginning with
supper at 5:30, followed by worship beginning at 7:00pm. The offering during this Lenten
season will be given to Hearken House Ministry. Hearken House Ministry provides a
work/training program for those being released on parole from a Pennsylvania state or
county jail and who strongly desire to change the way of life they have chosen in the past.
Checks to support Hearken House may be made payable to LARC.

Bible Study on John's Revelation. Wednesdays at 10:00 AM in the fellowship center
conference room. We will continue with session 7.



If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

Inclement Weather Cancellation Notification. In the event of inclement weather,
Solomon’s will announce that our worship services are cancelled by sending an email to the
entire membership who have email addresses. Also, the phone message on the office phone
at the church (717-267-2266) will state when services are cancelled. This will be done by
7:30AM Sunday morning. If you receive an email notifying you of a cancellation and if
you know a friend who does not have email, please contact them. If the church office does
not have your current email address, please let Kimberly in the church office know this
as soon as possible, so it can be updated! Above all, safety is our most important concern,
so please do not take any unnecessary chances.

The 2026 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost
of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $60.00 with the bulletin information.

Power Pack Meals: We are once again collecting nutritious food for New Franklin
Elementary School students in need during the 2025-2026 school year. Please place the
items you donate in the tote in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a monetary
donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power
Pack Meals in the memo of your check.

The 2026 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School
room. Please sign up for as many as you can.

Music Notes/Hymn Notes:

Our hymn of the day this morning, “Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound,” was written
by John Newton (1725-1807). The hymn was based on King David’s review of his kingdom
before the Lord (1 Chronicles 17:16-17). The text is a personal testimony of a man whose
early life on a slave ship was turned around by an “amazing grace” that “saved a wretch like
me.” His experience has been duplicated by many other singers who have been saved by the
grace of God and find comfort in singing this hymn. Newton became one of the most
powerful evangelical preachers in British history, a powerful foe of slavery, and the author
of hundreds of hymns. The original title for this hymn was “Faith’s Review and
Expectation.” A nearly forgotten verse that Newton added towards the end of the hymn we
sing:

The earth shall soon dissolve the snow, the sun forbear to shine;
But God, who called me here below, shall be forever mine.

Try singing those words to yourself as you read this today! (Then Sings My Soul: Robert J.
Morgan, pg.78; Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins: Austin C. Lovelace, pg. 12)




Our sending hymn this morning, “In the Cross of Christ I Glory,” was written by hymnist,
John Bowring. It is said that Bowring once sailed by the ruins of a magnificent cathedral on
the island of Maco. Only the front wall remained and on the top was a great metal cross,
blackened with age. He was supposedly so moved by this sight that he wrote the words to
this hymn, “In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time.” This story has
been compared to a similar contemporary story: after the collapse of the World Trade
Centers in 2001, Workers discovered a cross-shaped beam standing upright among the
debris and ruins. This picture was published around the world and served as a symbol of
hope in the aftermath of this destruction in New York City. The Cross holds deep personal
meaning for us, giving us peace and joy in times of crises and disappointment. (Hymn Notes
for Church Bulletins; Austin Lovelace).

This morning’s anthem is another new one for the choir, “Lord, I Stretch My Hands to
You” by Jay Althouse. We are including the text below for your use during quiet times this
week:

Lord, I stretch my hands to you, no other help I know.

If you should leave me all alone, where then shall I go?

O Lord, I give my soul to you; I seek your care and love.

No other blessings do I need but those from you above.
Lord, I ask you give me faith and help me understand.

And Lord, when I this life shall leave, just hold me in your hand.

Lord, I stretch my hands to you, no other help I know.

If you should leave me all alone, where then shall I go?

O Lord, I stretch my hands to you. Amen.



