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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 
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DECEMBER 28, 2025 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE   Partita on “Irby*  (Once in Royal David’s City)   John A. Behnke 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty Savior, 

Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Reconciling God, 

we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 

We confess that we have not always prepared 

room in our hearts for your love; 

we have not always recognized 

your presence among us; 

we have not always embraced your message of peace. 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 

oppression, and fear. 

We confess our failure to make room 

for those seeking refuge; 

our participation in violent systems 

that harm your innocent ones; 

our reluctance to embody your good news. 

Be born in us today 

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 

Amen. 

 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Once in Royal David's City (ELW 269) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



THE PRAYER RESPONSE CAROL Of the Father's Love Begotten (ELW 295) VS 1,3,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST LESSON   GENESIS 3:8-15  Rich McEntire 
 
8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among 

the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are 

you?’ 10He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked; and I hid myself.’ 11He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ 12The man said, ‘The woman whom 

you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ 13Then the Lord God 

said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent 

tricked me, and I ate.’ 14The Lord God said to the serpent, 

‘Because you have done this, 

   cursed are you among all animals 

   and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 

   and dust you shall eat 

   all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

   and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

   and you will strike his heel.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FIRST CAROL O Come, O Come Emmanuel (ELW # 257)  VS. 1, 4, 6, 7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Rejoice!          Rejoice! 



SECOND LESSON      ISAIAH 9: 2-7     Martie Veilleux 
 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 

   you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

   as with joy at the harvest, 

   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 

   and the bar across their shoulders, 

   the rod of their oppressor, 

   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

   and all the garments rolled in blood 

   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 

   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND CAROL Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (ELW #272) VS. 1,2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD LESSON  MICAH 5: 2-4  Barbara Aldrich 
 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

   one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

   from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

   to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

   to the ends of the earth; 
  

 

 

 

 



 THIRD CAROL  O Little Town of Bethlehem  (ELW #279) 

         Choir only,  vs 1,2 

         Congregation joins as directed 
 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 

 

 

FOURTH  LESSON      LUKE 1:26-38    Marjorie Dale 

 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! 

The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 

of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favour with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over 

the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the 

angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 

to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth 

in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 

be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed 

from her. 

 

FOURTH CAROL  The Annunciation and Magnificat       Marty Haugen 

       Choir only 

             Soloist: Sally Gayman 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIFTH LESSON  LUKE 2:1-7   Becky Pecha 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

 

FIFTH CAROL  Away in a Manger  (ELW #277) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SIXTH LESSON  LUKE 2:8-16  Bonney Coldsmith 
 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 

 

SIXTH CAROL  The First Noel   (ELW #300)   

 



SEVENTH LESSON  JOHN 1:1-14  Pastor Julia 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 

was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 

to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 

came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 SEVENTH CAROL  Love Has Come     (ELW #292)   

 
USED BY PERMISSION.  CCLI #11066173       



CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature, and to illumine 

the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with 

your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 

The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 

holy Incarnate One, 

abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

 



*DISMISSAL 

 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE      Hark, the Herald Angels Sing John Innes  

  

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

SERVING TODAY 

  

Interim Pastor ............................................................................................... Rev. Julia Brown 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ........................................................................................................ Sarge Weaver 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Readers ............................. Rich McEntire, Martie Veilleux, Barbara Aldrich, Marjorie Dale 

                                                             Becky Pecha, Bonney Coldsmith, Pastor Julia Brown 

Lector .............................................................................................................. Martie Veilleux 

Securing Offering .............................................................................................. Sarge Weaver 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………28 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the glory of God in honor of my family given 

by Kathy Bowen.  

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

A special thanks to our readers this morning for their part in our Lessons and Carols 

service.   

 

Many thanks to our choir for all their hard work and special music during the Advent 

and Christmas season. Due to the New Year holiday this Thursday, there will be no choir 

rehearsal this week. Our next rehearsal is tentatively set for Thursday, January 8 at 7:00 PM 

in the choir room. 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


THE SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS is a tradition of long standing from the 

Anglican heritage. Originally designed by Archbishop Benson, then Bishop of Truro, for 

use in the cathedral, it was later simplified and modified for use in King' College Chapel, 

Cambridge, in 1918. Since that time, it has been sung annually on Christmas Eve and has 

been broadcast worldwide by the BBC since 1928. The traditional service has nine lessons 

which have been modified to seven for our purposes today. As you can see, the progression 

of texts links the ancient prophecies and experiences of God's people to the birth of Christ. 

This service emphasizes the continuity of Christianity through the ages. The carols bring to 

the Word an artistic and subjective sense of the miraculous in God's incarnation. We are 

grateful to our readers, our choir, and you, the members of the congregation here with us 

today. 

 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

      January 5 - W&M 6pm 

                   8 -  Finance Noon 

 

Any pastoral care or concerns can be addressed to Pastor Julia Brown by email  

 jlouisebrown@msn.com  or phone 703-434-9220. 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Carol Locke, Carole Rau, Peggy Weller, William 

Brindle, Patricia Yetter, Kaitlyn Dovey, Norm Kuykendall, Phil Johnson, Nancy Deardorff, 

Susie Bingaman, Patsy Wildeson, Glenn Wildeson, James Bersch, Kristen Hardman, 

Brandan DeShong, Charles Carl, Marty Wenger, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt, our world & 

country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, 

Becky Ensinger, and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice 

McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

                 

On January 4 we are going to observe The Feast of the Epiphany with the gospel 

reading of The Three Kings to close our Christmas season. Mark your calendars and 

invite family and friends to worship with us during this special season of the year. 

 

Communion will be served on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month in addition to all 

church holidays. 
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The 2026 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $60.00 with the bulletin information. 

 

Weekends of Wonder: Weekends of Wonder is a children's Christian education program 

offered by Solomon’s UCC. On the second Saturday of every month, children ages 3 years 

and older can join Solomon's from 9:30 AM until noon for stories, songs, and activities 

designed to teach about God and God’s love. Meanwhile, our hope is that guardians are 

enjoying a well-deserved sabbath! For more information and to download the registration 

form, visit https://www.mysolomonsucc.org/childrens-ministry.html. If you would like to 

volunteer, please contact Pastor Julia to get connected. 

 

SpiritTrust Lutheran has discount cards for sale, $5 each good through August 2026. 

If interested, they can be purchased from Bonney Coldsmith, Marjorie Dale, Becky Pecha, 

and Frances Reichard. 

 

Power Pack Meals: We are once again collecting nutritious food for New Franklin 

Elementary School students in need during the 2025-2026 school year. Please place the 

items you donate in the tote in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a monetary 

donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power 

Pack Meals in the memo of your check. 

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

The 2026 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Music Notes: This morning’s prelude is longer than ones played on most Sundays. The piece 

consists of 4 selections, starting with a soft organ and gradually building to a fuller sound in 

the final selection.  A partita is defined as an instrumental suite, a set of variations on a given 

tune, in this case, the tune name “Irby.” 
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