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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace, to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully, to support and serve others in faith, to work in harmony with all

creation."”

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign.
We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us
this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works
of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s
advent among us.

CAROLS SING
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORGAN PRELUDE Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn - Aaron David Miller

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
whose home 1s heaven and earth,

whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.



*GATHERING SONG Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (ELW 242)
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1 A - wake! A - wake, and greet the new morn, for
2 To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em -
3 In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when
4 Re - joice, re - joice, take heart in the night, though
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Come as a ba - by weak and poor, to bring all hearts to -
mu - sic to heal the bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing -
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness.
weap-ons  be bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - ry

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




*THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH "LOVE'S PURE LIGHT"

Responsive Litany
In this season of Advent, we celebrate with joyful hearts.
Christ is our light and the source of our joy.
We count our blessings and give thanks for God’s goodness and grace.
Christ is our light and the source of our joy.
We strive to search for the good in neighbors near and far.
Christ is our light and the source of our joy.
We remember that God has promised us full and joyful lives.
Christ is our light and the source of our joy.

This morning we light three candles — the candles of hope, peace, and today, joy. This
candle reminds us that we have reason to be joyful, even in the midst of strife. We
remember that the angel proclaimed Christ’s birth as “Good news of great joy, to all
people.” We celebrate today with joyful hearts and commit ourselves to spreading that joy
to the world around us.

Love’s Pure Light
Congregational part
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earth, and fill us with love's pure  light.
Let us pray.

Gracious God, as we continue our Advent journey, we ask that you open our eyes to
the beauty and goodness around us and fill our hearts with grateful joy. Remind us
that Christ is our light and the source of all joy, and that we are here to serve you and
to spread that joy to others. Amen.



CHOIR ANTHEM O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Brenda E. Austin
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
A reading from Isaiah.

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to
Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness
will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save.

' The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom,;
like the crocus “ it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
? Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
*Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
®then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;
’the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
® A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
’No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.



'Y And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

’ Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
“who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promis- ! es forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
* The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed
down;
the LORD ! loves the righteous.
’The LORD cares ! for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
'“The LORD shall  reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. ' Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10
A reading from James.

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience
rather than discontent.

' Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the
late rains. ® You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is
near. ’ Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! '’ As an example of suffering and patience,
brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Gospel Acclamation (Taizé) (ELW 175)
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: “Alleluia 7,” Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, and the Taizé Community
Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God'’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12).
From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response
indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration.

>'When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples
?and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” * Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: ~ the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and
the poor have good news brought to them. ° And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at
me.”

’ As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? ® What, then, did you go out
to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. * What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. '’ This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” ' “Truly I tell you, among those
born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Rev. Julia Brown

*Please stand as you are able for the final verse

HYMN OF THE DAY Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho - san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the apostles' creed.
*CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*OFFERTORY Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254)
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for -ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it 7rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W, Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



*OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God,

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places,

that we may rejoice and be for the world

signs of your kingdom come.

Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Y ou comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOnLY, HOLY, HOLY
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san-na in the high est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.




*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG What Feast of Love (ELW 487) vs. 1,3
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1 What feastof love is of-fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
3 What wincof love is of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from hecav - en.
This, this is Christ the king.' the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, taste and sece and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, osg, b. 1939
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text @ 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright admimstrator.

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved



COMMUNION HYMN Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250)
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1 Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comesto set us free
2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,
3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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and rais-es up new  hope for us: a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.
the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;
to tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of praise,
Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er cease

0 — .

£ i ———— — — ' — r

" - | — _i_‘_i_‘_r—d_ ! P — -

J & ' '
God would turn back our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - 1li - ness and  righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the gloom of  death and lead us in - to  peace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79
Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173

*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.



*BLESSING

May God who comes among us,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.
*SENDING SONG People, Look East (ELW 248)
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is Dbare, one more seed 1S
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to mnour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev -'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo- ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Keep awake.

Thanks be to God.

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE Canticle of Joy - JS Bach (arr. Thompson)



From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE
#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

SERVING TODAY
INEEIIM PASTOT ....vviiiiiiicciiee e et Rev. Julia Brown
Church Office Email Address .........cocovveeeiieeeiieeeeieeeeeeeee, office@solomonslutheran.org
OFZANIST ..eenvvieeiiieeiie ettt et eeetteeseeesaeeesbeeebeeesaeessseessseessseesnseesseeans Mary-Jo Bedsworth
5 [T B Y 1 1< S USPUSTRRN Sarge Weaver
F 0] | 41U Wayne Dale
OO OT .ot e et e e et e e et e e e e taa e e e e eanes Patricia Yetter
SeCUrING OFFRIING ....veeeviieiiieiieeee et Sarge Weaver
CommUNION SEE-UP...ciiiiiiiieiiiiiciiee ettt s b e e re e e saraeeeaseeeas Becky Mull
CommuNIon ClEAN-UD ......cccuiiiiiiiieiiiieeiee ettt e e e e e e sereeeeareeeas Becky Mull
Communion Bread .........ooiiviiiiiiiiccee e Janice McEntire
COMMUNION ASSISE ..veiiiirieieiiieeeiieeesiteeeeeteeeestveeeeraeeesbaeeessraeeessseeessseeesssseeans Ron Coldsmith
Attendance last SUNAaY..........c.ooiiiiiii e 35
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the glory of God for peace and love in the
world given by Linda Berberich.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Communion will be served on the 1** and 3" Sunday of each month in addition to all
church holidays.

Communion Cards — to maintain accurate records, we ask that each member fill out a
communion card only once per calendar year, at a service when you partake of Holy
Communion.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
December 16 - Property 1pm
18 - Choir 7pm
21 - Christmas Caroling following worship service


mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

You are invited to a fellowship lunch with Solomon's UCC on Thursday, December 18
at 12:00 PM at The Velvet Cafe in Waynesboro. Please RSVP to Pastor Julia by
Wednesday, December 17. (January's fellowship lunch will be on Thursday, January 22 at
12:00 PM. Location TBD.)

Today, and for the remaining weeks of Advent, we will gather at 10:35 AM to have a
chance to sing Christmas carols together prior to worship. We will begin with one carol
already chosen and then give you a chance to choose your favorite carol from our hymnal,
#267-300.

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY: We will be using the devotional Preparing for Christmas by
Richard Rohr. Wednesday 12/17 at 10:00 AM. Location: - Solomon’s UCC.

Any pastoral care or concerns can be addressed to Pastor Julia Brown by email
jlouisebrown@msn.com or phone 703-434-9220.

Prayer requests for the following: Carole Rau, Peggy Weller, William Brindle, Patricia
Yetter, Kaitlyn Dovey, Norm Kuykendall, Phil Johnson, Nancy Deardorff, Susie Bingaman,
Patsy Wildeson, Glenn Wildeson, James Bersch, Kristen Hardman, Brandan DeShong,
Charles Carl, Marty Wenger, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt, our world & country, Debbie
Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger,
and all the Homeboundlf anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-
264-3702.

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Christmas Caroling Sunday, December 21 following the church service. Pizza will be
provided prior to leaving to visit and share Christmas carols with our homebound residents.
If you can join the carolers to bring joy to the residents, please contact Bonney Coldsmith.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Sunday School Room.

Christmas Eve Worship - Since Christmas is less than two weeks away, why not invite
your family, friends, neighbors, and all who you might think of to join us for our Candlelight
and Communion Worship Service which begins at 7:10 PM with a special musical prelude,
followed by worship at 7:30 pm. The musical prelude will include selections on the organ,
anthems by our choir, and a guest soloist, all planned to glorify God and add meaning to
your Christmas Eve worship experience! Join us!
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Once again, this year there are two Sundays after Christmas. On Christmas 1, December
28, we will once again worship with the Service of Lessons and Carols...a great opportunity
to hear scripture foretelling the birth of Christ, the story of the birth of Christ, the coming of
the Three Kings, and the wonderful passage that begins, "In the beginning was the Word."
You will have the opportunity to sing many Christmas carols as part of this service.

Finally, on January 4 we are going to observe The Feast of the Epiphany with the
gospel reading of The Three Kings to close our Christmas season. Mark your calendars
and invite family and friends to worship with us during this special season of the year.

Choir rehearsals continue on Thursday evenings at 7 PM. The choir continues to look
for additional voices to help lead our worship services. Experience is not necessary!

The 2026 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost
of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $60.00 with the bulletin information.

Weekends of Wonder: Weekends of Wonder is a children's Christian education program
offered by Solomon’s UCC. On the second Saturday of every month, children ages 3 years
and older can join Solomon's from 9:30 AM until noon for stories, songs, and activities
designed to teach about God and God’s love. Meanwhile, our hope is that guardians are
enjoying a well-deserved sabbath! For more information and to download the registration
form, visit https://www.mysolomonsucc.org/childrens-ministry.html. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact Pastor Julia to get connected.

SpiritTrust Lutheran has discount cards for sale, $5 each good through August 2026.
If interested, they can be purchased from Bonney Coldsmith, Marjorie Dale, Becky Pecha,
and Frances Reichard.

Power Pack Meals: We are once again collecting nutritious food for New Franklin
Elementary School students in need during the 2025-2026 school year. Please place the
items you donate in the tote in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a monetary
donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power
Pack Meals in the memo of your check.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

The 2026 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School
room. Please sign up for as many as you can.
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Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Music Notes/Hymn Notes:

Our gathering hymn this morning, “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn,” was
written by Marty Haugen (b. 1950), a Lutheran composer and hymn writer, raised in the
former America Lutheran Church, but was employed in a Catholic parish. This hymn is
joyful and jubilant, and the lyrics are powerful, focusing on hope and healing in spite of the
darkness. It reminds us that the hope we have in Christ isn’t dependent on how things look
around us. It reminds us that when everything seems shaky and uncertain, we can be sure
that the God of Love is with us. (Wikipedia.com; sovlutheranchurch.org),

Our sending hymn today, “People, Look East,” was written by Eleanor Farjeon (1881 -
1965). Farjeon grew up in England , and is best known there as the author of more than
eighty children's books and poems. In the United States, Farjeon's best-known work is the
hymn "Morning Has Broken" which is included in our current hymnal. "People, Look East"
first appeared in The Oxford Book of Carols (1928). The lively tune provides a festive setting
for this wonderful Advent text. Key images of the season are abundant. "People, Look East"
is the direction of the rising sun and, in the history of Christianity, the direction of the coming
Messiah. In stanza two, the bare earth is waiting for the seed that will flourish in the reign
of the Promised One. In stanza three, the stars that guided the Magi shape the "bowl" of the
heavens, giving signs of hope beyond "the frosty weather." The angels' song, in stanza four,
sets "every peak and valley humming," a reference to Isaiah 40:4, "Every valley shall be
exalted and every mountain and hill brought low.” Except for one word that changes in the
last two lines of each stanza, the poem and its musical setting give the sense of a refrain.
"Love," in turn, is defined as "Guest," "Rose," "Star," and "Lord." This joyful Advent hymn
has the spirit of a Christmas carol, but with an imaginative Advent text. Singing this carol is
indeed one way to prepare both our homes and hearts for the coming of our Savior.
(Discipleship Ministries: UMC).



