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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 5, 2025 
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October 5, 2025 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith 

has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith 

are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and 

proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE  My Faith Looks Up to Thee   -  arr. Herbert Colvin 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Merciful and loving God, 

we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GATHERING SONG My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 

strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 

neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

 

A reading from Habakkuk. 

 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to 

lament: How can a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain 

indifferent? God answers by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 

1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not listen? 



 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

  and look at trouble? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 

 4 So the law becomes slack, 

  and justice never prevails. 

 The wicked surround the righteous; 

  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost 

  and station myself on the rampart; 

 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 

  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

 2 Then the LORD answered me and said: 

 Write the vision; 

  make it plain on tablets, 

  so that a runner may read it. 

 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 

 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

  it will surely come; it will not delay. 

 4 Look at the proud! 

  Their spirit is not right in them, 

  but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-9 

(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 1 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 

  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 

 2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 

  and like the green grass | fade away. 

 3 Put your trust in the LORD 
| and do good; 

  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 

 4 Take delight | in the LORD, 

  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  

 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 

  and see what | God will do. 



 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 

 7 Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 

  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 

 8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 

  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 

 9 For evildoers shall | be cut off, 

  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land.  

 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

 

A reading from 2 Timothy. 

 

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of 

hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is 

encouraged to exercise that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that 

is in Christ Jesus, 

  2 To Timothy, my beloved child:  

  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—

when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long 

to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith 

that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives 

in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through 

the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit 

of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

  8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 

join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us and called us 

with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 

grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 but it has 

now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death 

and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was 

appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I 

am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is 

able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of 

sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
14 Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the 

duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions 

are responses to their identity rather than works seeking reward. 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 

the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 

tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8 Would 

you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I 

eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was 

commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 

are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  Rev. Martin Horn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796) 

 
 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

*CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 



On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: God of grace,  C: receive our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (ELW 884) 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Lord of the harvest, 

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 

but on you, who richly provides for us. 

Multiply what we have gathered 

to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Schubert) (ELW 190)  

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 

Come to this meal of mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

COMMUNION SONG  Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) VS 1,2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759) 

 
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

O God, 

through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants. 

Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 

The God of righteousness, 

who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, 

who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 



*SENDING SONG Faith of Our Fathers (ELW 812) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 

  

Supply Pastor ............................................................................................... Rev. Martin Horn 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Lector ................................................................................................................. Patricia Yetter 

Securing Offering ................................................................... Larry Socks & Martie Veilleux 

Communion Set-Up............................................................................................... Becky Mull 

Communion Clean-Up .......................................................................................... Becky Mull 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Communion Assist ......................................................................................... Martie Veilleux 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………41 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed with thanks to God for the blessings of family 

given by Richard and Peggy.  

 

Please welcome Rev. Martin Horn with a warm “thank you” for preaching this morning. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Kaitlyn Dovey, Norm Kuykendall, Phil Johnson, Nancy 

Deardorff, Susie Bingaman, Patsy Wildeson, Glenn Wildeson, James Bersch, Evelyn Gomez, 

Kristen Hardman, Brandan DeShong, Kaitlyn Dovey, Charles Carl, Marty Wenger, Nancy 

Marshall, Betty Amt, our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck 

Bedsworth, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger, and all the Homebound. If anyone 

has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 
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Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

      October 6 - W&M 6pm 

          8 - Qigong/Tai Chi 7pm 

          9 - Finance Noon 

                Choir 7pm 

 

Choir rehearsals are resuming this Thursday, October 9 at 7 PM in the choir room. 

Our small but determined group of singers invites you to prayerfully consider joining us 

each week for rehearsals and then for the anthem on Sunday mornings. We are especially in 

need of some men to join, but ladies are welcome also. 

 

Please return your Time and Talent Sheet and Commitment Card for 2026 by either 

placing them in the offering plate on Stewardship Sunday, October 19, or sending them 

to the Church Office by October 19. Your commitments are a vital step in budget and 

ministry planning for the coming year. Thank you. 

 

Today following worship there will be a meeting of the congregation to approve 

installation of block-out-blinds for the All Purpose Room in the SFC. This project is 

being generously funded by Becky Mull and the balance from existing memorial funds. As 

this investment is over $3,000 it requires congregational approval.  

 

Starting in October, communion will be served on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month 

in addition to all church holidays. 

 

SpiritTrust Lutheran has discount cards for sale, $5 each good through August 2026. 

If interested, they can be purchased from Bonney Coldsmith, Marjorie Dale, Becky Pecha, 

and Frances Reichard. 

 

Qigong/Tai Chi Class - Wednesdays at 7:00pm at Solomon’s Church main Sunday school 

room.  This is an open class. If you can walk independently, you will survive the class.  All 

exercises are mild.  For more information contact:  Colleen Johnson. 
 
Power Pack Meals: We are once again collecting nutritious food for New Franklin 

Elementary School students in need during the 2025-2026 school year. Please place the 

items you donate in the tote in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a monetary 

donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power 

Pack Meals in the memo of your check. 

 

Pastoral Coverage in Time of Emergency - Until Pastor Julia Brown begins her interim 

work here on November 3, the Congregation Council and Pastor Mike have agreed that 

Pastor Mike will cover pastoral emergencies such as hospital visits, funerals or other types 

of pastoral care, when he is available.  Please still let Ron Coldsmith or Janice McEntire or 

the church office (or Pastor Mike directly) be aware of such situations. 

 



If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $60.00 with the bulletin information. 

 

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 
     Our Gathering Hymn this morning, “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less,” was written by 

Englishman Edward Mote in 1834.  Although shared several months ago, the story behind this 

familiar hymn is worth repeating. It is said that as he was walking to work one day, the thought 

popped into his head to write a hymn on the “Gracious Experience of a Christian.” As he walked 

up the road, he had the chorus, “On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking 

sand.” By the end of the day, he had four verses written out and safely tucked away in his 

pocket. Later that week, he visited his friend whose wife was very ill, and as they couldn’t find 

a hymnal to sing from, he dug up his newly written verses and sang those with the couple. The 

wife enjoyed them so much she asked for a copy.  Mote went home and sent it off to a publisher, 

saying, “As these verses so met the dying woman’s case, my attention to them was the more 

arrested, and I had a thousand printed for distribution” (Lutheran Hymnal Handbook). Almost 

two centuries later, we continue to sing these words of hope and assurance, our declaration that 

in the midst of all trials and storms, we will cling to the rock that is our Savior.  Originally the 

hymn was sung to the tune “Solid Rock,’ but in our hymnal and previous hymnals, we use the 

tune “Melita,” also known as “The Navy Hymn.”  (Hymnary.org). 

          Our sending hymn this morning, “Faith of Our Fathers,” was written by Frederick 

William Faber (1814-1863). Raised in an Anglican parsonage, he was later educated as a young 

man at Oxford University, where he came under the influence of the great Roman Catholic, 

John Henry Newman, author of the hymn,  “Lead Kindly Light.” After graduation, Faber 

entered the Anglican ministry, but said “his soul was greatly troubled.” He was drawn to th 

historic reverent liturgy of the Catholic faith, so he announced to his church on November 16, 

1845, that he was leaving the Church of England to be ordained as a Catholic priest. For the 

remainder of his short life (he was ny 59 when he died), he endeavored to provide a body of 

hymns for English Catholics to sing. It is said “Faith of Our Fathers” is his most enduring hymn. 

His focus and meaning with this hymn is completely different from his original intention. Faber 

wanted to convert England to Catholicism, but Unitarians altered this hymn for Protestant use, 

and it is found in almost all American hymnals!  Today it is said congregations enthusiastically 

vow to be true to the faith till death. God moves in mysterious ways!  (Hymn Notes for Church 

Bulletins: Austin C . Lovelace, pg.30; Then Sings My Soul: Robert J. Morgan, pg. 79). 


