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Jeremiah 23:29

"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace, to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully, to support and serve others in faith, to work in harmony with all

creation."”

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AUGUST 17,2025


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

August 17, 2025
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our
undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus,
“the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORGAN PRELUDE  Largo for Organ Mark Thewes
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



*GATHERING SONG Let the Whole Creation Cry (ELW 876)
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1 Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for  the Lord, proph-ets burn-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,
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Heav’nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al- might-y king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor - ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo-rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:
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sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”

“Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly, Ho-ly One; glo-1ry be to God a - lone!”

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.

Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Holy God, We Praise Your Name (ELW 414) Verses 1 & 4
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1 Ho - ly God, we praise your name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - os - tol - ic train join  your sa - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - 1ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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bow be - fore you. All  on earth your scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to  hal - low; proph - ets swell the glad re - frain,
three we name you, though in es - sence on - ly one;
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all in heav’n a - bove a - dore you. In - fi - nite your
in un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, fill the  heav’'ns with
and the  white-robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di - vid - ed God we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!”
set of  sun through the church the song  goes  On.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - y.

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your
zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed,
and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

A reading from Jeremiah.

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers
rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who

speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is
like wheat; the other like worthless straw.



>* Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? ** Who can hide in secret
places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the
LORD. *° I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying,
“I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” “° How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn
back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? °’ They
plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as
their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. ** Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream,
but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common
with wheat? says the LORD. *’ Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer
that breaks a rock in pieces?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 82
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

' God stands to charge the divine coun- ! cil assembled,
giving judgment in the midst | of the gods:
> “How long will you ! judge unjustly,
and show favor | to the wicked?
I Save the weak | and the orphan;
defend the hum- ! ble and needy;
“rescue the weak | and the poor;
deliver them from the power ! of the wicked.
’ They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- ! bout in darkness;
all the foundations of the ! earth are shaken.
*Now I say to you, ' “You are gods,
and all of you children of | the Most High;
"nevertheless, you shall | die like mortals,
and fall like | any prince.””
‘ Arise, O God, and ' rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations | for your own.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2
A reading from Hebrews.

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical
heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life
faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of
faithful endurance.



*Y By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. *’ By faith the walls of Jericho fell after
they had been encircled for seven days. *' By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with
those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

> And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, ** who through faith conquered
kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. > Women received their dead by
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
resurrection. *° Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment.
*"They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented ** of whom the
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in
the ground.

¥’ Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, *’ since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from
us, be made perfect.

12l Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the
race that is set before us, * looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has
taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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Music: Caribbean traditional



GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience
to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and
rejection, even from those they love.

[Jesus said:] *’ “T have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already
ablaze! °’T have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until
it is completed! °' Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division! ** From now on five in one household will be divided, three against
two and two against three; °° they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
°* He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. > And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. °° You hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how
to interpret the present time?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Seth Zimmann



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517)
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I Lord, keep wus stead-fast in your word; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you  are
3 0 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword would wrest the king-dom from your Son
Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on earth; sup - port us in our fi - nal strife
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mnal - ly.
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
*OFFERTORY We Are an Offering (ELW 692)
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an of - fer - ing.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way

through life with the words of your Son.

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.



*SENDING SONG Lead On, O King Eternal! (ELW 805)

n } }
4 T I . | . I 1
7 1 | [ | I | 1 .
— PP e
e o o —tH——= o=
1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nall The day of march has come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, tll sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents will be our home.
and ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for  glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - e’er your face ap - pears.
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Throughdays of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong;
for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
Your cross is lift - ed o’er us; we jour-ney in its light;
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and now, O King e - ter - nal, we lift our bat - tle song.
but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav'n-ly king-dom comes.

the crown a- waits the con - quest; lead on, O God of might!

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 18621917
Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE Lead On, O King Eternal Benjamin Culli
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE
#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



SERVING TODAY

WOTShIP LEAACT ...t Seth Zimmann
Church Office Email Address .......cooeviveveiieeeciieeeieeeeeee e, office@solomonslutheran.org
OFZANIST ..eenvvieeiieeiie et ettt et eetteesteeeseeeesbeesaeeessaeenseessseessseesnseesseeans Mary-Jo Bedsworth
HeEad USHET ....cuiiiiiiciiece et Frances Reichard
ALCOLYEE .ottt ettt e ettt e et e et e e e e e raeenbeeenraeenes Aaron Shreiner
o110 USSR SRRUURRUURRRUI Kathy Bowen
Securing Offering........cccoeveeeeiieriieerieecieeeee e Frances Reichard & Kathy Bowen
CommMUNION SEE-UP....oiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeiee ettt e et eeaae e aeesbeessbeessseeenseeenes Becky Pecha
Communion ClEan-Up ........cceeecuirriiiiiiiieiieerieeeite ettt s Becky Pecha
Communion Bread ........c.oooeeiiiiiiiiicciee e Janice McEntire
COMMUNION ASSISE ..vviieiriieeieiieeeiitieeeiteeeeetieeestreeesereeeessreeeesreeessaeeessseesnsseeas Martie Veilleux
Attendance [ast SUNday...........ooiiiiiii i e 32
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of recognition of
our 66" wedding anniversary given by Richard and Elizabeth Amt.

Please welcome Seth Zimmann with a warm “thank you” for preaching this morning.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following Nancy Deardorff, Susie Bingaman, Patsy Wildeson,
Glenn Wildeson, James Bersch, Evelyn Gomez, Kristen Hardman, Brandan DeShong,
Kaitlyn Dovey, Charles Carl, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt,
our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda
Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger, and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer
request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702.

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
August 19 - Property Ipm
Social Ministry Spm at Linda’s House


mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Qigong/Tai Chi Class will be starting Sept 10th, Wednesdays at 7:00pm at Solomon’s
Church main Sunday school room. This is an open class. If you can walk independently,
you will survive the class. All exercises are mild. For more information contact: Colleen
Johnson.

“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday is Rally Day September 7. Solomon’s is participating
with thousands of other congregations across the country to serve our communities on
“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday. Join Social Ministry in the Fellowship Center
immediately following worship to assemble the world relief personal care kits.

Power Pack Meals: We are once again collecting nutritious food for New Franklin
Elementary School students in need during the 2025-2026 school year. Please place the
items you donate in the tote in the Sunday School room. If you would like to give a monetary
donation, please make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power
Pack Meals in the memo of your check.

Pastoral Coverage in Time of Emergency - Until Pastor Julia Brown begins her interim
work here on November 3, the Congregation Council and Pastor Mike have agreed that
Pastor Mike will cover pastoral emergencies such as hospital visits, funerals or other types
of pastoral care, when he is available. Please still let Ron Coldsmith or Janice McEntire or
the church office (or Pastor Mike directly) be aware of such situations.

Please note that you will no longer receive a 6 month contribution letter. If you would
like to have one, please contact Janice McEntire.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost
of the two vases will be $§60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $60.00 with the bulletin information.

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School
room. Please sign up for as many as you can.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.



Hymn Notes:

Today’s Hymn of the Day, “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast,” was written by Martin Luther,
both text and tune, most likely around 1541-1542, when the Turkish army was defeating
European forces on land and sea. He wrote it to encourage the people in the face of their
enemies. The hymn is written in a threefold, Trinitarian format. The first verse is an appeal
to God the Father to preserve us by His Word, rather than by the force of arms. In the second
verse Luther emphasizes the ultimate authority of Jesus Christ with the title “Lord of lords.”
We are in constant need of the help that only Jesus can give, and His rescue of His people
always leads to praise and thanksgiving. The final verse calls on the Holy Spirit to send unity
to the people of God, so that we work together and are not divided in the face of
opposition. As we face growing violence and terror around us, Luther’s hymn reminds us to
turn to the Lord in the Holy Scriptures and trust in Jesus Christ as the Lord of lords who has
won the victory over all our enemies, and who will give us victory over death in the
resurrection on the Last Day. (REFORMATION: 50 Reformation Hymns; C. Fothergill;
Lutheran Reformation.org).

This morning’s sending hymn, “Lead On, O King Eternal,” was written by Ernest W.
Shurtleff in 1887 for Andover Theological Seminary’s graduation. (Now known as
Andover Newton Theological School). The hymn is really a prayer...a prayer for God’s
guidance. It speaks of marching and “fields of conquest” and “battle song,” not because
it celebrates war, but because it acknowledges the daily struggle in which good people
must engage against evil. It looks forward to the celebration of victory, not with clashing
swords and stirring drums, but with “deeds of love and mercy,” acknowledging that
Christ calls us to conquer the world by demonstrating love and showing mercy rather
than force. The hymn acknowledges the difficulties of the Christian life, standing only
with holiness against “sin’s fierce war.” It acknowledges the reality of the cross, but
celebrates the reality of the crown, the reward of those who are faithful, and closes with,
“Lead on, O God of might!” (Lectionary.org)



