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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

JULY 20, 2025 
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July 20, 2025 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to 

“listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and 

Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the 

word of God, the word of life. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE Jesus, the Very Thought of You  -  arr. Harold DeCou 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ELW 834) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Holy God, We Praise Your Name (ELW 414) Verses 1 & 4 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the 

cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word 

above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-10a 

 

A reading from Genesis. 

 

The LORD visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth 

of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age. 

1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 

tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he 

saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He 

said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be 

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little 

bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have 

come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into 

the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, 

and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it 

to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that 

he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 
10a Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have 

a son.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 15 

(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 1 LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart;  

 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the 

innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.  

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28 

 

A reading from Colossians. 

 

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” 

Because Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory. 

15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,16 for in him 

all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 

or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of 

the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 

come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 

earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

  21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 

now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless 

and irreproachable before him, 23 provided that you continue securely established and 

steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you 

heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a 

minister of this gospel. 

  24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing 

what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I 

became its minister according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make 

the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and 

generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known 

how great among the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern 

for her many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the 

presence of God. 

38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village where a 

woman named Martha welcomed him. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s 

feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so 

she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the 

work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, 

Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, 42 but few things are needed—

indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON      Wayne Dale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, the Very Thought of You (ELW 754) 

 
 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: God of grace,  C: hear our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY We Are an Offering (ELW 692) 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 

and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 

and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 

O God of justice and love, 

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 

through life with the words of your Son.  

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,  

and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom,  

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG O Savior, Precious Savior (ELW 820) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE     Trumpet Tune  -  William Boyce  -  arr S. Drummond Wolff 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 

  

Worship Leader .................................................................................................... Wayne Dale 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ........................................................................................................ Marjorie Dale 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Lector .............................................................................................................. Martie Veilleux 

Securing Offering ...................................................................... Marjorie Dale & Becky Mull 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………27 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God. 

 

A special “thank you” to Wayne Dale for leading the worship service this morning. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following Nancy Deardorff, Susie Bingaman, Patsy Wildeson, 

Glenn Wildeson, James Bersch, Evelyn Gomez, Kristen Hardman, Brandan DeShong, 

Kaitlyn Dovey, Charles Carl, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt, 

our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda 

Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger, and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer 

request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

         

We had our first hymn sing last Sunday, prior to the beginning of worship. Our plans 

are to do this a couple more Sundays during the summer to enable you to choose your 

favorite hymns to sing. If you would like to provide the hymns ahead of time, there are forms 

on the sign up tables in the Sunday School room. Fill one out and either leave it in the folder 

or give to Mary-Jo Bedsworth after worship. 

 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Pastoral Coverage in Time of Emergency - Until Pastor Julia Brown begins her interim 

work here on November 3, the Congregation Council and Pastor Mike have agreed that 

Pastor Mike will cover pastoral emergencies such as hospital visits, funerals or other types 

of pastoral care, when he is available.  Please still let Ron Coldsmith or Janice McEntire or 

the church office (or Pastor Mike directly) be aware of such situations. 

 

There's nothing like an adult bible class to get the Holy Spirit working for you. So 

please consider attending on Sundays at 9am prior to the church service. The subject will be 

on how ethics have been replaced by rules in today's society and the need to reverse this. 

 

Power Pack Meals - We will not be collecting food during June or July.  The program will 

resume in August for the 2025-2026 school year.  Beginning in August, please place the 

items you donate in the tote in the Sunday School room.  Monetary donations are also 

accepted, write your check to Solomon’s, and put Power Pack in the memo line. 

 

Please note that you will no longer receive a 6 month contribution letter. If you would 

like to have one, please contact Janice McEntire. 

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $60.00 with the bulletin information. 

 

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn Notes: 

     Although written over eight hundred years ago, the hymn “Jesus, the Very Thought of 

Thee,” our hymn of the day this morning, contains timeless, biblical truths that still touch 

the worshiper’s heart today. Adoration for God flows sweet and pure from each word, line, 

and stanza and builds to a increasing praise midway through the hymn with beautiful 

descriptions of Jesus’s character and wondrous acts of mercy. Scholars believe that Bernard 

of Clairvaux (1091-1153) 

originally wrote “Dulcis Jesus Memoria,” the 42-stanza poem from which “Jesus, the Very 

Thought of Thee” was derived. While the earliest manuscripts do not indicate the use of 

Bernard’s poem, church history shows it being used as a hymn as early as the 13 th century. 

Since then, many variations on the poem have been written, including the translated and 

edited version found in today’s English hymnals. (Christianity.com) 

     “Day by Day”  Like so many Christians, Carolina Sandell learned that when pain and 

tragedy strike, God often uses that experience to deepen our faith.  At age 26, Carolina 

experienced a tragedy that greatly affected the course of her life.  She and her father, a 

Lutheran pastor, were crossing a Swedish lake, when the ship suddenly lurched, throwing 

her father overboard, and he drowned.  Even though she had previously written many hymns, 

after losing her father, she poured out her heart in an endless stream of beautiful songs.  Two 

of her most famous hymns used widely in America are “Children of the Heavenly Father,” 

and today’s communion hymn, “Day by Day.”  Truly a hymn of assurance, “Day by Day” 

reminds us that although no one can accurately predict the future, God knows what will 

happen and is in complete control of all coming events. (Hymnary.org; Christianity.org) 

     Our sending hymn this morning, “O Savior Precious Savior,” was written in 1870 by 

Frances Ridley Havergal, a prolific hymn writer of the 19th century. Known for her deep 

personal faith and poetic talent, Havergal sought to express her devotion to Jesus Christ 

through her hymns. This particular hymn reflects her desire to exalt the Savior, even though 

He is “unseen,” capturing the thoughts in 1 Peter 1:8, which speaks of loving Christ without 

having seen Him. The hymn’s lyrics are rich in theology acknowledging Jesus as the 

“bringer of salvation” and the “revelation of love beyond our thought.” These lines 

emphasize the mystery and magnitude of Christ’s redemptive work. Her ability to convey 

profound spiritual truths in simple language has made her hymns enduring favorites among 

Christians. Over the years, “O Savior, Precious Savior” has been included in numerous 

hymnals across various denominations, speaking to its widespread acceptance and the 

timeless relevance of its message. The hymn continues to inspire believers to offer praise 

and adoration to Jesus Christ, acknowledging Him as their holy Lord and King.  

(pptworship.com) 
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