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And he said to her, Your fins
ARE FORGIVEN

Luke 7:48

"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace, to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully, to support and serve others in faith, to work in harmony with all

creation."”

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JULY 6, 2025


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

July 6, 2025
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat . . . take and drink”
is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of
the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in
heaven.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORGAN PRELUDE A4 Prayer for the Nation - Lani Smith
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the *F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



*GATHERING SONG Oh, Worship the King (ELW 842)
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1 Oh, wor - ship the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0 mea - sure - less might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s  pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we  ftrust, nor find you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - Dbove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change-less  de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in  the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, re - deem - er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.

Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Holy God, We Praise Your Name (ELW 414) Verses 1 & 4
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1 Ho - ly God, we  praise your name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - o0s - tol - ic train join your sa - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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bow be - fore you. All  on earth your scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to  hal - low; proph - ets swell  the glad re - frain,
three we name you, though in es - sence on - ly one;
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all in heav’n a - bove a - dore you. In - fi - nite your
in un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, fill the heav'ns with
and the  white-robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di - vid - ed God we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!"”
set of sun through the church  the song  goes  on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - Y.

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who
comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your
peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 66:10-14

A reading from Isaiah.

Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of
Judah were not completely fulfilled. For these disappointed people, the prophet envisions

salvation in the image of a nursing woman. Mother Jerusalem and a mothering God
remind the community how they are sustained and supported.



'"Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her,
all you who love her;
rejoice with her in joy,
all you who mourn over her—
' that you may nurse and be satisfied
from her consoling breast;
that you may drink deeply with delight from her glorious bosom.
"> For thus says the LORD:
I will extend prosperity to her like a river,
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
and dandled on her knees.
'Y As a mother comforts her child,
so I will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
“You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bodies shall flourish like the grass;
and 1t shall be known that the hand of the LORD i1s with his servants,
and his indignation is against his enemies.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 66:1-9
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

'Be joyful in God, ! all you lands;
be joyful, ! all the earth.
* Sing the glory | of God’s name;
sing the glory | of God’s praise.
? Say to God, “How awesome ! are your deeds!
Because of your great strength your enemies ! cringe before you.
* All the earth bows | down before you,
sings to you, sings | out your name.”
> Come now and see the | works of God,
how awesome are God’s deeds | toward all people.
God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the wa- ! ter on foot,
and there we re- ! joiced in God.
’Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch o- | ver the nations;
let no rebels ex- ! alt themselves.
“ Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
’Our God has kept us a- ! mong the living
and has not allowed our ! feet to slip.



SECOND READING: Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16
A reading from Galatians.

In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people made
right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical advice about how
believers exercise common concern for one other in “the family of faith.”

[' My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit
should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not
tempted.  Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

* For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves. * All
must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will become a
cause for pride. ° For all must carry their own loads.

Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.]

"Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. ° If you sow
to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you
will reap eternal life from the Spirit.  So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for
we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. '’ So then, whenever we have an
opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.

'I'See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! '* It is those who
want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—only
that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. '* Even the circumcised do not
themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about
your flesh. '“May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. '° For neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! '° As for those who will
follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah (ELW 172)
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Iu - jah. Hal-le - lu - jah. Hal - le - lu - jah

Music: Caribbean traditional



GOSPEL: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he
would do. Risking hardship and danger in exchange for the experience of great joy, they
offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is near.

! After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to
every town and place where he himself intended to go. > He said to them, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest. * Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the
midst of wolves. * Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.

> Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!” © And if anyone is there who
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.
’Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer
deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. * Whenever you enter a town
and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; ° cure the sick who are there, and
say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.” '’ But whenever you enter a
town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, '' ‘Even the dust of your
town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the
kingdom of God has come near.””

'o“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and
whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”

'"The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit
to us!” '“He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning.
" See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. *’ Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Herb Spomer



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse

HYMN OF THE DAY Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word (ELW 663)

-

Spread, oh, spread, al - might -y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.
Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu- man race

Tell of God the Spir-it giv'n now to guideus on to heav'n,
Lord of har- vest, great and kind, rouse to ac-tion heart and mind;
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts ex - tend to all
and to pay tre - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - ri - fice.
strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
let the gath-'ring na - tions all see your light and heed your call.

Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774—1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: GOTT SEI DANK, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond)
P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*OFFERTORY We Are an Offering (ELW 692)
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We lift our voic-es,

we lift ourhands, weliftour lives up to you: we are an
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of-fer-ing. Lord, use our voic - es, Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our
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lives,they are yours: we are an of-fer-ing.

All that we have, all thatwe are,
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all that we hope to be, we give toyou, we give to you.

o

et i i

QL

»

[V 1
L 1N =
@

Y 4% (7]
; A ] o 1 T v e
T |
o _ & o

, & ~—
We lift our voic-es, we liftour hands,
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we lift our lives upto you:

0 3 3
= | X [—

(- é I I 5 r— ! {
gb — & o __ &
we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an of - fer - ing.
*OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.




*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Holy, Holy, Holy: Santo, santo, santo (ACS 1089)
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San - to, san - to, san - to, oh Dios del u - ni - ver - so:

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho-ly, Lord God of might and mer-cy,
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o s lle-nos es-tdn el cie-lo y latie - rra de tu glo - ria

your glo - ry fills all heav-en and earth. . . . You are ho - ly, God.
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Ben - di - to el que vie-ne en nom - bre del Se - fior.

. Bless-ed be the Sav-ior, the one who comes in your name.
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Ho - san - na en el cie - lo. San - toe-res, oh Dios.

Ho - san - na in  the high - est. You are ho - ly, God.

Text: Traditional; English text, hymnal version
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional
English text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #a-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.



COMMUNION
Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG Come to the Table (ELW 481)
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Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
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All who are hun-gry and thirst -y,

come, and your souls will be fed.
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Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.

Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173



COMMUNION HYMN Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396)
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Spir - it Spir-it of gen-tle-ness, blow through the wil-der-ness
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call-ing and free; Spir - it Spir-it of rest-less-ness,
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stir me from plac-id-ness, wind, wind on the sea.
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1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,

2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,

3 You sang n a sta - ble, you cried from a  hill,

4 You call from to-mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the wval - leys of sleep;
and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;

From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:
and when they were blind - ed with 1 - dols and lies,
and down in the cit - vy you called once a - gain,
our wom-en see Vi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
Refrain

==

04
T e _e s ¢ ¢ Il oo e s

“A° - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”
then you spoke through your proph - ets to o - pen their eyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . .bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley
Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

*BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

*SENDING SONG O Beautiful for Spacious Skies: America the Beautiful (ELW 888)
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I O beau-ti-ful for spa- cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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for pur- ple moun-tain maj - es-ties a - bove the fruit-ed plain:
who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
thine al - a- bas-ter cit - ies gleam,un - dimmed by hu-man tears:
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A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-ca! God shed his grace on thee,
A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal! May God thy gold re - fine,
A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal God mend thine ev - ry flaw,
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea.
till  all suc-cess be no - ble-ness, and ev-'ry gain di - vine.
con - firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er - ty in law.

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929
Music: MATERNA, Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903



*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

*EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE O Worship the King - Harold DeCou
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE
#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

SERVING TODAY
SUPPLY PaSTOT....cciiiieeiiieeeee e e Rev. Herb Spomer
Church Office Email Address.......cccoevevveiieniieeniieeiieeieeeene office@solomonslutheran.org
OFZANISE ..ivieeeiiieeeieeeetee et e et e e esteeeetreeesbaeeessseeesssseesesssaeennsaeesnsseeeans Mary-Jo Bedsworth
3 (T B O 1 1S USRS Marjorie Dale
F N1 ] | 1SR Wayne Dale
o1 10 ) USSP Kathy Bowen
Securing Offering.......cceeeveiiiiiiiiieeee e Marjorie Dale & Becky Mull
CommUNION SEE-UP...iiiiiiiieiiieieiiee ettt sree e et e e e e e e eaee e ensaeeennes Marjorie Dale
Communion Clean-Up ........cceeiruiiiiiiiiie et Marjorie Dale
Communion Bread ..........ooooviiiiiiicce e Marjorie Dale
COMMUNION ASSIST ...uviiiiiieeiieeiieeiieerteesteeeteeeteeeteeeseeeesebeessbeessseesseesnseeenns Martie Veilleux
Attendance [ast Sunday...........oooiiiiiiiiii e 42
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God.
Please welcome Rev. Herb Spomer with a warm thank you for preaching this morning.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following Patsy Wildeson, Glenn Wildeson, James Bersch, Evelyn
Gomez, Kristen Hardman, Brandan DeShong, Kaitlyn Dovey, Charles Carl, Marty Wenger,
Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt, our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna,
Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger, and all the
Homebound. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702.


mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
July 7 - W&M 6pm
10 - Finance Noon

Pastoral Coverage in Time of Emergency - Until Pastor Julia Brown begins her interim
work here on November 3, the Congregation Council and Pastor Mike have agreed that
Pastor Mike will cover pastoral emergencies such as hospital visits, funerals or other types
of pastoral care, when he is available. Please still let Ron Coldsmith or Janice McEntire or
the church office (or Pastor Mike directly) be aware of such situations.

There's nothing like an adult bible class to get the Holy Spirit working for you. So
please consider attending on July 20th at 9am prior to the church service and on subsequent
Sundays. The subject will be on how ethics have been replaced by rules in today's society
and the need to reverse this.

Our hymn sing is scheduled for next Sunday, July 13, prior to worship! If you have a
favorite hymn or hymns that you like that are included in the ELW, be ready to share the
number next Sunday! In addition, if you have a favorite hymn from another hymnal and
would like to sing it, please provide that information on the papers provided on the table
where the other signup sheets are located in the Sunday School room. That will give us time
to hopefully locate the hymn and provide the words, if needed, in the bulletin. If you have
any questions, see Mary-Jo Bedsworth before or after worship. Let’s do a little extra singing
before worship next Sunday!

Power Pack Meals - We will not be collecting food during June or July. The program will
resume in August for the 2025-2026 school year. Beginning in August, please place the
items you donate in the tote in the Sunday School room. Monetary donations are also
accepted, write your check to Solomon’s, and put Power Pack in the memo line.

Please note that you will no longer receive a 6 month contribution letter. If you would
like to have one, please contact Janice McEntire.

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost
of the two vases will be $60.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $60.00 with the bulletin information.



The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School
room. Please sign up for as many as you can.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Music Notes/Hymn Notes:

Our gathering hymn this morning, “O Worship the King,” was written by Robert Grant
(1779-1838). Of Scottish birth, Grant became a member of Parliament, Judge Advocate
General, and was knighted when he was appointed Governor of Bombay. The hymn is a free
paraphrase of Psalm 104:1-7, which celebrates in rich language the works of God in creation.
The hymn was published posthumously in 1839 in Sacred Poems, a volume edited by
Grant’s brother, Lord Glenelg. It had appeared in an earlier form in 1833, but the 1839
publication was said to be a “more correct and authentic version.” (umcdiscipleship.org;
Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins, Austin C. Lovelace).

Our sending hymn this morning, “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies,” was written by Katherine
Lee Bates (1859-1929) after a trip to Colorado Springs, Colorado. She, along with a group
of other teachers, had spent the summer of 1893 teaching in Colorado. Before leaving to
head back east, they traveled to the top of Pike’s Peak on a prairie wagon, and eventually as
they neared the top, by mules. When she first saw the view...”a sea-like expanse of fertile
country spreading away so far under those ample skies,” the opening lines of the song
formed in her mind. By the time she left Colorado Springs, she had the four verses written
in her notebook. It wasn’t until 1895 that she sent them to The Congregationalist where they
first appeared in print on July 4, 1895. She later revised the text two different times, in 1904
and again in 1918. The song attracted a great deal of unexpected attention and was later
paired with the tune Materna written by Samuel A. Ward. Its patriotic fervor, both text and
tune, has made the hymn a “second” national anthem. What a fitting way to end the 4" of
July weekend with this prayer for our country. (Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins, Austin
C. Lovelace; Then Sings My Soul, Robert J. Morgan).




