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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 
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May 4, 2025  

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the water (remembering 

baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen Christ. 

Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, 

bringing the Easter life to others. 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 

Christ is Risen.  He is risen indeed! 

Christ is Risen.  He is risen indeed!  

Christ is Risen.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia, Alleluia,   

Alleluia! Amen!   
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE  Alleluia! Alleluia!       arr.  Harold DeCou  
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



* GATHERING SONG Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 
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*GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (ELW 382)  Vs. 1 

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty 

and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



CHOIR ANTHEM  The Lamb    Gerald Patrick Coleman 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 

 

A reading from Acts. 

 

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ. 

This reading recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter with 

Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 

who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now 

as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 

around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom 

you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 

do.” [7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the 

voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he 

could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three 

days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

  10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 

vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and 

go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 

Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 

come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias 

answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to 

your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 

invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have 

chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I 

myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias 

went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 

Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell 

from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after 

taking some food, he regained his strength.  

  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to 

proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]  

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 30 

(read responsively between lector and congregation beginning with the lector) 
 

 1 I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lift- | ed me up 

  and have not let my enemies triumph | over me. 

 2 O LORD my God, I cried | out to you, 

  and you restored | me to health. 

 3 You brought me up, O LORD, | from the dead; 

  you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave. 

 4 Sing praise to the LORD, | all you faithful; 

  give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance.  

 5 God’s wrath is short; God’s favor | lasts a lifetime. 

  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning. 

 6 While I felt se- | cure, I said, 

  “I shall never | be disturbed. 

 7 You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.” 

  Then you hid your face, and I was | filled with fear. 

 8 I cried to | you, O LORD; 

  I pleaded with | my Lord, saying, 

 9 “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit? 

  Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness? 

 10 Hear, O LORD, and have mer- | cy upon me; 

  O LORD, | be my helper.”  

 11 You have turned my wailing | into dancing; 

  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy. 

 12 Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing; 

  O LORD my God, I will give you | thanks forever.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around the 

throne. At its center is “the Lamb who was slain.” 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the 

living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands, 12 singing with full voice,  

 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, 

and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia (ELW s142a) 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 21:1-19 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. 

After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a 

disciple’s love and obedience. 

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the 

disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there 

together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 

fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, 

but that night they caught nothing. 

  4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered 

him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 

some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 

many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped 

into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 

were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

  9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter 

went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and 

though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 

breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they 

knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 

same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after 

he was raised from the dead. 

  15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do 

you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, 

do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 

him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love 



me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said 

to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed 

my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own 

belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your 

hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish 

to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After 

this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   Rev. Alan Wilson 

 

*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Church of Christ, in Every Age (ELW 729) 
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Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Risen One, 

you have gathered us around your table of grace 

along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, 

breathe your life into us, 

and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW s153) 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Come to the table of grace.  

Receive the gift of new life. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG    Lamb of God (ELW s154) 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (ELW 384) 

 
 

 



*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Living One, 

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 

Send us now to tell of your wonders, 

sing of your glory, 

and proclaim your risen life 

to a wounded and weary world. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 
 

The triune God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

light your way with resurrection dawn, 

now and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392) vs. 1,3,5 
 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER        
     

POSTLUDE     Song of Rejoicing Robert J. Hughes   

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
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SERVING TODAY 

  

Supply Pastor ............................................................................................... Rev. Alan Wilson 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Acolyte ................................................................................................................. Wayne Dale 

Lector .................................................................................................................... Wayne Dale 

Securing Offering ..................................................................Wayne Dale & Janice McEntire 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Ilona & Jerry Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Ilona & Jerry Laney 

Communion Bread ........................................................................................ Colleen Johnson 

Communion Assist ........................................................................................  Janice McEntire 

Coffee Station ................................................................. Colleen Johnson & Linda Berberich 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………38 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in memory of my parents 

and in-laws given by Kathy Bowen. 

  

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Please welcome Rev. Alan Wilson with a warm thank you for preaching this morning. 
 

Prayer requests for the following: Doug Weaver, James Bersch, Evelyn Gomez, Kristen 

Hardman, Brandan DeShong, Kaitlyn Dovey, Angela Puchalo, Katelyn Mary Dodge, 

Charles Carl, Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt, our 

world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda Mumaugh, 

Katy Klutz, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer 

request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 
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Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

May 5 - W&M 6pm 

May 7 - Qigong/Tai Chi7pm 

        8 - Finance Noon 

             Choir 7pm 

   

I would like to thank the wonderful folks at Solomon’s for the sympathy cards and 

flowers sent to me and my family following the recent death of my daughter Bonnie Hudson. 

It is very much appreciated. Joyce Skelly. 

                  

Please note that you will no longer receive a 6 month contribution letter. If you would 

like to have one, please contact Janice McEntire. 

 

2025 Relay for Life: The event will take place at Greencastle/Antrim High School on 

Friday, May 16th from 4:00 pm to 10:00 pm.  Solomon’s is signed up as team again this year 

and if you like to join the team, please go to the website to join our team or call 1-800-227-

2345.  Sam & Becky will also be collecting the Luminary forms and will need the form and 

donation by Sunday, May 11th. Please reach out to Becky Mull if you have any questions 

and we hope to see you on the track! Thank you for your continued support.  

 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  

 

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can. 

  

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need is an on-going project. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please 

make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power Pack Meals in the 

memo of your check. 

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 



Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 

     Our Hymn of the Day, “The Church of Christ in Every Age,” was written by Fred Pratt 

Green (1903-2000), who was an ordained minister in the British Methodist Church. Green’s 

hymns reflect his concern with social issues, some written to serve specific seasons of the 

church year, and others to speak to topics for which there were few traditional hymns 

available. Green composed this hymn in 1969, a time of social unrest in most of the world. 

The first U.S.  hymnal to publish this hymn was our old Lutheran Book of Worship (1978). 

Green was known for his powerful images in his hymns. Looking at the hymn, in stanza 1, 

it concludes that the church “must claim and test its heritage/and keep on rising from the 

dead.”  Stanza two focuses on the poor and hungry. Stanza three challenges the “servant 

church” to become a “partner in Christ’s sacrfice, while stanza four focuses on the image of 

Christ, “whose blood was shed,” and who as a result “can cure the fever in our blood” so 

that we will “share our bread and feed the starving multitude.” Finally, the fifth stanza 

clarifies the church’s purpose: “We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our 

Lord…” The mission of the church is to “spread his (Christ’s) liberating word.” Green died 

at age 97, leaving behind a legacy filled with words of wisdom for us to read and sing, with 

a total of 12 hymns in our current ELW hymnal. (See page 1190 in the back of the ELW). 

(Discipleship Ministries.org). 

     This morning’s choir anthem, “The Lamb,”  by Gerald Patrick Coleman, is another new 

anthem for the choir this year. It is a fitting anthem for the Easter season, but particularly 

for today. The anthem shares the story of the crucifixion and death, as well as resurrection 

of Jesus. It fits perfectly with today’s second lesson from Revelation, as the refrain repeats, 

“Worthy is the Lamb, whose death makes me his own, the Lamb is reigning on his throne.” 

How blest we are that Jesus’ death makes us his very own! 

      Our sending hymn this morning, “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” was written by Wiliam C. Dix 

in 1866 as a Eucharistic hymn for Ascension Sunday. It is also commonly used during the 

Easter season as we are doing today.  While lying bedridden with a near fatal illness, Dix 

was able to write these words to this joyful hymn of victory. Inspired by the words of 

Revelation to sing a new song (Revelation 5:9), this hymn invites us to lift our voices and 

praise the ascended Christ who remains with us today. The hymn was originally titled 

“Redemption through the Precious Blood.”  The tune used is known as “Hyfrydol,” which 

was composed by Roland Prichard, a Welsh musician, in 1844, when he was 20 years old.   

Several other hymns in our current hymnal use the tune “Hyfrydol.”  They are: 585, 631, 

and 707. Once again, we close the 3rd Sunday of Easter worship with another meaningful 

and uplifting hymn.  (Wikipedia; and Dianaleaguematthews.com). 

 


