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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 
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March 30, 2025  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and 

whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in 

the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled 

away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal 

son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded *     -   Michael Burkhardt        

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Compassionate One, 

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

but our lives do not always reflect you 

and your love for the world. 

We do not show others the tender compassion 

you have shown to us. 

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 

you grant to all people. 

We oppress others, 

even though you have set us free again and again. 

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 

Transform our lives 

and guide us again in the way of the cross. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s arms are always stretched open wide 

to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. 

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE  

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. 

By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM      And I Did Nothing: A Lenten Thought  -   David Lantz III   

 

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12 

 

A reading from Joshua. 

 

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the 

miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring 

their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 

9 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 

And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

 10 While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 

fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the passover, on 

that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 The 

manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had 

manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 32 

 

 1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 

  and whose sin is | put away! 

 2 Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 

  and in whose spirit there | is no guile!  

 3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 

  because of my groaning | all day long. 

 4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 

  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. 

 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. I said, “I will 

confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 

 6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 

  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.  



 7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 

  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 

 8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 

  I will guide you | with my eye. 

 9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 

  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.” 

 10 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 

  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 

 11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 

  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.  

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into 

newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s 

resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 

once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if 

anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 

the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 

making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned 

it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older 

brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father’s home. 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” 

  3 So he told them this parable: 11b “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger 

of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to 

me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son 

gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property 

in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout 

that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have 

filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But 

when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, 

and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20 So he set 

off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said 

to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best 

one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the 

fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is 

alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

  25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He 

replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 

got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 

came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 

yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 
30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 

you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with 

me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 

brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON   Reckless Love! 

 

*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Our Father, We Have Wandered (ELW 606) 

 
 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: God, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY Create in Me (ELW 186) 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Gracious Provider, 

you set your immense treasures among us, 

opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 

deepen our commitment to sharing those 

treasures with others, 

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

All who are hungry, come! 

The feast of grace is spread. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

 



COMMUNION SONG (ELW 146) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN   Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (ELW 608) 

 
 



*COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Generous Host, 

you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 

that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 
 

God our tender parent, 

God the crucified one, 

God the reconciling Spirit, 

☩bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 

 



*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER        
     

POSTLUDE     Passion Chorale   -   Robert Lau 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org 

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher .......................................................................................................... Becky Pecha 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Lector ................................................................................................................ Rich McEntire 

Securing Offering .................................................................... Wayne Dale & Rich McEntire 

Communion Set-Up.................................................................................. Becky & Sam Mull 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................. Becky & Sam Mull 

Communion Bread ............................................................................................ Marjorie Dale 

Communion Assist ............................................................ Martie Veilleux & Ron Coldsmith 

Attendance last Sunday ....................................................................................................... .40 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of J. Austin 

and Nellie Hess & Harold and Betty Gayman given by Mark, Sally, Abby, and Joy Gayman. 

  

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

April 2 - Lent Service 7pm (Supper 5:30pm) 

          3 - Choir 7pm 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Prayer requests for the following: Family & Friends of Frances Kramer, Evelyn Gomez, 

Kristen Hardman, Brandan DeShong, Carol Ann Pugh, Kaitlyn Dovey, Angela Puchalo, 

Katelyn Mary Dodge, Charles Carl, Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy 

Marshall, Betty Amt, our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck 

Bedsworth, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and 

all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-

3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

This Wednesday, the mid-week Lenten service will be held at Trinity Episcopal, 

beginning with supper at 5:30, followed by worship beginning at 7:00pm.  The offering 

during this Lenten season will be given to Mercy House, a Hospice Home in Chambersburg. 

 

Next Sunday will be Pastor Mike’s final Sunday here as interim pastor. Although he 

may continue to serve as a supply preacher at various times, next Sunday will also be his 

final Sunday Bible Study. 

 

Please join us for a luncheon following the church service on Sunday, April 6 in honor 

of Pastor Mike’s 45 years of Ordination. Everybody is welcome. 

 

Congregation Dinner will be held on Tuesday, April 15 at 6:30pm. The menu is 

stromboli, salad, chips, applesauce, cookies, & ice cream sundaes. Tickets: Adults - $7.50, 

Children (5-11) - $4.00, Under 5 - free. They will be sold after church service today. See 

Margie Dale or Frances Reichard. 

 

Solomon’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, April 19 at 11:00AM at Solomon’s 

Picnic Woods. All children 12 and under are invited. 

 

Christian Education Spring Fun Event – bowling and pizza is scheduled for April 12, 

2025. We will meet at Nellie Fox Bowing at 2:30 p.m. We will bowl until 5:00 p.m. and 

then go to Vinnie’s for pizza and drink. Please sign up (sign-up sheet is in the Sunday School 

room) so we know how many people to plan for. All are welcome!  

 

Qigong/Tai Chi Class will be starting April 23rd, Wednesdays at 7:00pm at Solomon’s 

Church main Sunday school room.  This is an open class. If you can walk independently, 

you will survive the class.    All exercises are mild.  For more information contact Colleen 

Johnson. 



Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 

 

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  

 

During the month of April, Social Ministry will be collecting paper products for 

Maranatha Food Pantry.  Paper products cannot be purchased with Food Stamps.  Items 

needed are toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, Kleenex, hand wipes, diapers, etc. Please 

place the items in the totes under the coat rack, next to the mailboxes. 

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary still has discount cards available for 

$5.00. Cards are good until Sept. 1, 2025. All proceeds go to support programs at Luther 

Ridge.  Lots of great places to save.  See Becky Pecha if you would like to have a card. 

 

Communion Cards – to maintain accurate records, we ask that each member fill out a 

communion card only once per calendar year, at a service when you partake of Holy 

Communion. 

 

Choir rehearsal - Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.  New members are most welcome to 

join us. We usually rehearse for an hour.  See Mary-Jo Bedsworth or any choir member if 

you have questions. 

 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  

 

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can. 

  

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has cookbooks for sale, $15 each. Lots 

of great recipes! All proceeds go to support programs at Luther Ridge. If interested, see 

Becky Pecha, Frances Reichard, Margie Dale, or Bonney Coldsmith. 
 

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need is an on-going project. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please 

make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power Pack Meals in the 

memo of your check. 

 



If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 

    Our gathering hymn this morning, “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer,” was written in 

Welsh by a Methodist minister, William Williams (1719-1791), a pioneering hymnist who 

did for Wales what Wesley and Watts did for England.  It was translated to English in 1771, 

although the verses have gone through periodic “tweaking,” with the hymn still known and 

often sung as “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer.”  Williams’ words are much admired 

for their plain yet majestic dignity.  It is said this hymn is the greatest re-enactment of the 

Israelites journey through the barren wilderness to the Promised Land.  This hymn is fitting 

for today as we continue our Lenten journey to the cross and consider the story of The 

Prodigal Son..  (www.telegraph.co.uk) 

     Our sending hymn this morning, “My Life Flows On in Endless Song,” is a hymn all 

about perspective. It opens with an assertion that the troubles of this world are nothing when 

compared to the new creation that is to come. By keeping our focus on our Lord – that He 

is our Rock and that He lives – we can follow the admonition of the apostle James: “Count 

it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds” (James 1:2 ESV).  

(Hymnary.org). 

      *Today’s prelude and postlude are both based on the tune we know as “O Sacred Head 

Now Wounded,” also known as the “Passion Chorale.” The melody was written by Hans 

Leo Hassler (1564-1612) and later harmonized by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). Our 

hymn of the day, “Our Father, We Have Wandered,” pairs the melody of this famous chorale 

with a text that is very fitting for today’s gospel reading about the prodigal son. The 

harmonization we use for this hymn is the one composed by Bach. You will undoubtedly 

hear members of the choir singing Bach’s harmonization while seated with you in the 

sanctuary this morning. You can find the harmonization in our hymnal, ELW #606. 

     This morning’s choir anthem is another new piece for the choir this year, “And I Did 

Nothing: A Lenten Thought.”  Listen carefully to the text of those gifts God gives freely to 

us: his grace, love, mercy, hope, peace, comfort, breath, life, his victory over death…and I 

did nothing…and then the repeated text, “He died for me now let me live for him. He set me 

free and took away my sin. He died for me and I did nothing.” What a powerful text as we 

move through this season of Lent! 
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