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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 
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March 5, 2025 – 7:00PM 

Ash Wednesday 

 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting 

and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return 

to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our 

foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already 

been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean 

while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we 

more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE Just As I Am   -   Dale Wood 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

*Please stand as you are able 

 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE  

 
 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the 

sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly 

repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and 

forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Choir Anthem:   Speak to Me in Ashes   -   Douglas Nolan  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 
1Shout out, do not hold back! 

 Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

 to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2Yet day after day they seek me 

 and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

 and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, 

 they delight to draw near to God. 

 3"Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

 Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

 and oppress all your workers. 

 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 

 will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

 and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

 a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of injustice, 

 to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 



 and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

 you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 If you remove the yoke from among you, 

 the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10if you offer your food to the hungry 

 and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

 and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but 

emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 

seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 



in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. 

 5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray 

in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell 

you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut 

the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

 16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received 

their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your 

fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you. 

 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 

where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  I've Got Your Back! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793) 

 
INVITATION TO LENT 

 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’ 

passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s 

mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and 

to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our 

neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists 

whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the 

discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving 

and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 

journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 



*CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, 

and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, 

by our own fault, 

by our own most grievous fault, 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to 

the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, 

we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to 

you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we 

confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we 

confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice 

and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after 

us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 



IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 

Those who desire to receive ashes come forward and stand or kneel at the altar railing.  

The ashes come from the b urning of the palms from Palm Sunday.  As the ashes are 

imposed on  your forehead in the sign of the cross the pastor will say the words… 

 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

(after all have received ashes) 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 

that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: God, in your mercy,  C: receive our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*OFFERTORY 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Gracious Provider, 

you set your immense treasures among us, 

opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 

deepen our commitment to sharing those 

treasures with others, 

through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 



*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

All who are hungry, come! 

The feast of grace is spread. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG  

 

 

 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592) 

 

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen.  

 

 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Generous Host, 

you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 

that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 
 

God our tender parent, 

God the crucified one, 

God the reconciling Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG Lord Jesus, Think on Me (ELW 599) 

 
*DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE      Little Fugue in C Major   -   George Frideric Handel 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved. 

 



SERVING TODAY 
 

Pastor .................................................................................................... Rev. Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher .......................................................................................................... Becky Pecha 

Acolyte ................................................................................................................. Wayne Dale 

Lector ................................................................................................................ Marti Veilleux 

Communion Set-Up........................................................................................... Marjorie Dale 

Communion Clean-Up ...................................................................................... Marjorie Dale 

Communion Bread ............................................................................................ Marjorie Dale 

Communion Assist .......................................................................................... Ron Coldsmith 

Securing Offering .................................................................... Wayne Dale & Rich McEntire 

 

Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 

Our hymn during communion this evening, “Just As I Am,” was written by Charlotte 

Elliott (1789-1871). Elliott became a semi-invalid at age 32 and felt as if her life was useless. 

A visiting Swiss evangelist, Dr. Cesar Martin, asked her if she were a Christian – a question 

which she resented, being the daughter of a clergyman. She told him she did not know how 

to “come” to Christ, to which he is said to have replied, “Come to him just as you are.”  She 

said her heart was changed that day. Twelve years later, she wrote this highly personal 

witness to salvation. Charlotte lived to be 82, writing 150 hymns. After her death, her family 

found over a thousand letters from people who thanked her for this hymn because it had 

touched their lives. This particular hymn is the only hymn by Elliott in our current hymnal.  

(Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins; Lovelace; Then Sings My Soul; Morgan, p. 113. 
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