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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

FEBRUARY 16, 2025 
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February 16, 2025  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to 

whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd among those 

who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an 

invitation to live in him, and offers power to heal us all. 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE   *O God Beyond All Praising  (Thaxted)   arr. Anna Laura Page 
     
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our creator, 

our protector, 

our wellspring of life. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our 

sin. 

Merciful God, 

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 

We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 

we resist your call to oppose injustice; 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 

we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults 

and release us from their grasp. 

Show us your lovingkindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 

that we may live in Christ’s ways. 

Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 

Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 

live anew as beloved children of God.  

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Jesus Shall Reign (ELW 434) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature by the 

riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM    Make Me a Channel of Your Peace      arr. Mark Barnard 
 

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10 

 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that 

contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is 

active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death. 

 5 Thus says the LORD: 

 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

  and make mere flesh their strength, 

  whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

 6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

  and shall not see when relief comes. 

 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

  in an uninhabited salt land. 

 7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

  whose trust is the LORD. 

 8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

  sending out its roots by the stream. 

 It shall not fear when heat comes, 

  and its leaves shall stay green; 

 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

  and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 9 The heart is devious above all else; 

  it is perverse— 

  who can understand it? 

 10 I the LORD test the mind 

  and search the heart, 

 to give to all according to their ways, 

  according to the fruit of their doings. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 1 

 

 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 

 2 Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.  

 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves 

that | do not wither; 

  everything they | do shall prosper. 



    4 It is not so | with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 

 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 

 6 For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has 

been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond 

death. 

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is 

no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not 

been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and 

your faith has been in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 

testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are 

not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has 

not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 

have died in Christ have perished. 19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of 

all people most to be pitied. 

  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 



GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature 

and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about 

who is truly blessed in the eyes of God. 

17 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 

his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of 

Tyre and Sidon.18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those 

who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all in the crowd were trying to 

touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

  20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:  

 “Blessed are you who are poor, 

  for yours is the kingdom of God. 

 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

  for you will be filled. 

 “Blessed are you who weep now, 

  for you will laugh. 

  22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and 

defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for 

surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 

 24 “But woe to you who are rich, 

  for you have received your consolation. 

 25 “Woe to you who are full now, 

  for you will be hungry. 

 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 

  for you will mourn and weep. 

  26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 

false prophets.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  Unmuting God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 
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Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 

Bless what we offer to your service: 

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 

now and always. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108) 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 

Come, share in this meal of gladness. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW 481) 

 
 

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN Jesus, the Very Thought of You (ELW 754) 

 
*COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Nourishing God, 

at this table you have refreshed us 

with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, 

and send us out to embody your good news 

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 

In the name of Christ we pray, 

Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 
 

The world now is too dangerous 

and too beautiful for anything but love. 

May your eyes be so blessed you see God in everyone. 

Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor. 

May your hands be so blessed 

that everything you touch is a sacrament. 

Your lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love. 

May your feet be so blessed you run 

to those who need you. 

And may your heart be so opened, 

so set on fire, that your love, 

your love, changes everything. 

May God bless you in this sending, +Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 



*SENDING SONG Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710) 
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*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE    *Voluntary on “Thaxted”  arr. John A. Benke        
     

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  



SERVING TODAY 

 

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org 

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ........................................................................................................... Larry Socks 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................ Norm Kuykendall 

Lector .............................................................................................................. Janice McEntire 

Securing Offering ............................................................... Ron Coldsmith & Rich McEntire 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Linda Berberich 

Communion Assist .......................................................................................... Ron Coldsmith 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 34 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in celebration of Susie and 

Glenn Henicle’s 50th Wedding Anniversary given by Mark and Sally Gayman. 

  

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Kaitlyn Dovey, Angela Puchalo, Katelyn Mary Dodge, 

Jim Troutman, Charles Carl, Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, 

Betty Amt, our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda 

Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. 

If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

February 18 - Property TBD 

                       Social Ministry 7pm       

       20 - Choir 7pm 
 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


If anyone has Palm branches from last Palm Sunday, please bring them to the church 

and leave them in the Sunay School room.  These will be burned and used for ashes this 

Ash Wednesday. 

 

Next week we welcome Pastor Richard Jorgensen, Jr., Director for Evangelical 

Mission, Lower Susquehanna Synod ELCA, and a member of our bishop’s staff.  

Pastor Jorgensen will preach the sermon at worship and will stay for our Congregation 

Meeting to answer any questions concerning leadership conversation we are having with 

Solomons UCC Church. 

 

Copies of the 2024 Annual Report of the Congregation are available on the table in the 

Sunday School Room. Please bring the report with you to the meeting on 2/23. 

 

      Valentine Luncheon - today in the Fellowship Center following worship. Sponsored by 

Crusaders for Christ.  

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary still has discount cards available for 

$5.00. Cards are good until Sept. 1, 2025. All proceeds go to support programs at Luther 

Ridge.  Lots of great places to save.  See Becky Pecha if you would like to have a card. 

 

There will be a Congregation Meeting on February 23rd after the worship service to 

approve the 2025 annual report. 

 

Communion Cards – to maintain accurate records, we ask that each member fill out a 

communion card only once per calendar year, at a service when you partake of Holy 

Communion. 

 

Choir rehearsal - Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.  New members are most welcome to 

join us. We usually rehearse for an hour.  See Mary-Jo Bedsworth or any choir member if 

you have questions. 

 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  

 

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can.  

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has cookbooks for sale, $15 each. Lots 

of great recipes! All proceeds go to support programs at Luther Ridge. If interested, see 

Becky Pecha, Frances Reichard, Margie Dale, or Bonney Coldsmith. 
 



Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 
 

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  
 

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need is an on-going project. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please 

make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power Pack Meals in the 

memo of your check. 
 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 
 

Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 

          Jesus Shall Reign   In 1719, Isaac Watts published a hymnal called The Psalms of 

David, Imitated. In his hymnal, Watts paraphrased many of the Psalms, but in different ways 

than his predecessors.  His interpretations of the Psalms were really quite loose, as he 

endeavored to write something new while keeping with the spirit of the Psalms. Watts 

worked his way through most of the 150 Psalms, paraphrasing them, injecting them with 

New Testament truth, and framing them in singing form. Several of his Psalm paraphrases 

have become favorites. Many are included in the ELW. His rendition of Psalm 72 has been 

called the first missions hymn.  We open our worship this morning with this hymn, “Jesus 

Shall Reign.”     
 

 “Let Streams of Living Justice,” our sending hymn this morning, was written by 

William Whitla.  Set to Gustav Holst’s THAXTED, the hymn was written in 1989 as a 

response to the events in Tiananmen Square, in Beijing, China; and dedicated to the mothers 

of the disappeared (in Argentina), the author’s home community of Holy Trinity in Toronto, 

and the people of Tiananmen Square. It was first published in Sing Justice, Do Justice (Selah 

Publishing, 1998), the result of the Hymn Society in the United States and Canada’s 

international search for new hymns on the subject of social justice. It was subsequently 

published in Common Praise (Anglican Church of Canada, 1998, #575) and in Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship.  Whitla is now retired and is a priest in the Anglican Church of Canada, 

serving as an honorary assistant at the Church of the Holy Trinity in downtown Toronto. 

(Canterbury Dictionary of Hymnology).  The tune, Thaxted,  also appears in our hymnal, 

ELW #880, O God Beyond All Praising.  
 

*The prelude and postlude this morning are both based on our sending hymn. 

However, the exact titles used by the arrangers, for the prelude: O God Beyond All 

Praising, and for the postlude, Prelude on “Thaxted.”  You have heard the hymn played 

for the past several weeks following the singing of our communion hymn. This was done 

to make the hymn more familiar as we close worship this morning. 


