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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

FEBRUARY 9, 2025 
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February 9, 2025 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
 

The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and circumstances appointed 

to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of 

the church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that 

we are also called. 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE    Largo for Organ  -  Mark Thewes     
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our creator, 

our protector, 

our wellspring of life. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our 

sin. 

Merciful God, 

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 

We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 

we resist your call to oppose injustice; 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 

we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults 

and release us from their grasp. 

Show us your lovingkindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 

that we may live in Christ’s ways. 

Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 

Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 

live anew as beloved children of God.  

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Holy God, We Praise Your Name (ELW 414) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints stand 

in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace make 

us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM     Here I Am arr. Jack Schrader 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13] 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 



Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God to 

announce judgment against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness and shortcomings, Isaiah is 

initially hesitant. But when God calls, Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send me!” 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 

the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 

wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with 

two they flew. 3 And one called to another and said:  

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 

with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 

altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this 

has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard 

the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, 

“Here am I; send me!” [9 And he said, “Go and say to this people:  

 ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 

 keep looking, but do not understand.’ 

 10 Make the mind of this people dull, 

  and stop their ears, 

  and shut their eyes, 

 so that they may not look with their eyes, 

  and listen with their ears, 

 and comprehend with their minds, 

  and turn and be healed.” 

 11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 

 “Until cities lie waste 

  without inhabitant, 

 and houses without people, 

  and the land is utterly desolate; 

 12 until the LORD sends everyone far away, 

  and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 

 13 Even if a tenth part remain in it, 

  it will be burned again, 

 like a terebinth or an oak 

  whose stump remains standing 

  when it is felled.” 

 The holy seed is its stump. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 138 
 

 1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 

 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.  

 3 When I called, you | answered me; 

  you increased my | strength within me. 

 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 

 5 They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 

 6 The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty | from afar.  

 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall 

save me. 

 8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your 

hands.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 

Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the lineage of the 

Christian faith, we have received the good news of God’s love from generations of believers 

before us, and we continue to tell this story to the world. 

1 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, 

if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe 

in vain. 3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 

then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he appeared to James, then 

to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the 

least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On 

the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that 

is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 5:1-11 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, James, and 

John, Jesus’ teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After Jesus’ 

creative power is revealed, fear and amazement leads these three fishermen to leave 

everything behind to become apostles. 

1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing 

in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the 

fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, 

the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he 

sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, 

“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will 

let down the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets 

were beginning to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when 

Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I 

am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that 

they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners 

with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and 

followed him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  Unlikely Heroes! 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (ELW 798) 

 

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 

Bless what we offer to your service: 

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 

now and always. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108) 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 

Come, share in this meal of gladness. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW 481) 

 
 

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696) 

 
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Nourishing God, 

at this table you have refreshed us 

with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, 

and send us out to embody your good news 

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 

In the name of Christ we pray, 

Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



*BLESSING 
 

The world now is too dangerous 

and too beautiful for anything but love. 

May your eyes be so blessed you see God in everyone. 

Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor. 

May your hands be so blessed 

that everything you touch is a sacrament. 

Your lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love. 

May your feet be so blessed you run 

to those who need you. 

And may your heart be so opened, 

so set on fire, that your love, 

your love, changes everything. 

May God bless you in this sending, +Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG O Jesus, I Have Promised (ELW 810) 

 
 



*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE       To God Alone Be Highest Praise*      Johann Sebastian Bach    

     

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org 

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ........................................................................................................... Larry Socks 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Lector ................................................................................................................. Patricia Yetter 

Securing Offering ............................................................... Ron Coldsmith & Rich McEntire 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Linda Berberich 

Communion Assist .......................................................................................... Ron Coldsmith 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 41 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of my husband 

Don’s 90th birthday given by Virginia Detwiler. 

  

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Kaitlyn Dovey, Angela Puchalo, Katelyn Mary Dodge, 

Jim Troutman, Charles Carl, Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, 

Betty Amt, our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda 

Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. 

If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

February 10 - Council 7pm  

     11 - Christian Ed 7pm 

      13 - Choir 7pm 
 

Copies of the 2024 Annual Report of the Congregation are available on the table in the 

Sunday School Room. Please bring the report with you to the meeting on 2/23. 

 

      Valentine Luncheon - Sunday, February 16 in the Fellowship Center following 

worship. Sponsored by Crusaders for Christ. Chicken will be provided.  Those attending are 

asked to bring either a salad, a side dish or a dessert. The luncheon is open to Solomon's 

members, family members, and any guests.  Sign-up sheet is in the Sunday School Room. 

Come join the fun and fellowship!!!  
 

Souper Bowl time is here - The Super Bowl is February 9.  We will have two boxes in the 

Sunday school room, one for the Chiefs and one for the Eagles.  Place a can of soup in the 

box of your choice.  Based on the number of items in each box, we will determine Solomon’s 

Souper Bowl winner.   
 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary still has discount cards available for 

$5.00. Cards are good until Sept. 1, 2025. All proceeds go to support programs at Luther 

Ridge.  Lots of great places to save.  See Becky Pecha if you would like to have a card. 
 

There will be a Congregation Meeting on February 23rd after the worship service to 

approve the 2025 annual report. 
 

Communion Cards – to maintain accurate records, we ask that each member fill out a 

communion card only once per calendar year, at a service when you partake of Holy 

Communion. 
 

Choir rehearsal - Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.  New members are most welcome to 

join us. We usually rehearse for an hour.  See Mary-Jo Bedsworth or any choir member if 

you have questions. 
 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  



The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can.  
 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has cookbooks for sale, $15 each. Lots 

of great recipes! All proceeds go to support programs at Luther Ridge. If interested, see 

Becky Pecha, Frances Reichard, Margie Dale, or Bonney Coldsmith. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 
 

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  
 

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need is an on-going project. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please 

make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power Pack Meals in the 

memo of your check. 
 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 
 

Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 

    Our gathering hymn this morning is “Holy God, We Praise Your Name.” The early 

church’s “Te Deum Laudamus” is one of the great hymns of praise, creed, and supplication. 

Written in 1774 by Ignaz Franz, our hymn is a German paraphrase of this “Te Deum.” 

Although this hymn was written for a Catholic hymnal, it is equally loved and sung by 

Protestants to the German melody Grosser Gott, as used in our hymnal. An interesting note, 

the hymn was played as President Kennedy’s casket was carried out of St. Matthew’s 

Cathedral in Washington, D.C.  (Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins, Austin Lovelace) 

    Today’s hymn of the day, “Will You Come and Follow Me,” also known as "The 

Summons," is set to the tune of Kelvingrove, a traditional Scottish melody, written by John 

L. Bell in 1987.  Its text contains thirteen questions asked by Jesus in the first person. The 

initial four stanzas with the questions are in Jesus' voice, and the fifth stanza is the singer's 

response to them. Although the hymn is based on Mark 1:16–20, it works well with today’s 

gospel from Luke where Jesus told the disciples, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will 

be catching people.” The disciples then left all they had and followed him.  (Wikipedia) 

*This morning’s postlude is based on the Canticle of Praise, “All Glory Be to God on High,” 

that we are using during the Epiphany season. It was written by Johann Sebastian Bach, and 

arranged for organ by Van Denman Thompson. 


