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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD 

FEBRUARY 2, 2025 
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Presentation of Our Lord 
 

The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some corners of the church as Candlemas because of an ancient 

tradition of blessing all the candles to be used in the church in the coming year at the mass celebrated on that day. 

It was a way of underscoring the truth of Simeon’s confession that this baby Jesus was “a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles” and a light for glory to Israel. Let the light of every candle in church be a little epiphany of the love of God 

for all people in the person of God’s son, Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE  Of the Father’s Love Begotten   -   David Lasky 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our creator, 

our protector, 

our wellspring of life. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our 

sin. 

Merciful God, 

you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 

We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 

we resist your call to oppose injustice; 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 

we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults 

and release us from their grasp. 

Show us your lovingkindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 

that we may live in Christ’s ways. 

Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 

Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 

live anew as beloved children of God. Amen. 

 



*GATHERING SONG In His Temple Now Behold Him (ELW 417) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the 

temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, 

our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM     Where Shepherds Lately Knelt   -    Jaroslav Vajda  

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

 

A reading from Malachi. 

 

This reading concludes a larger section (2:17—3:5) in which the prophet speaks of the 

coming of the God of justice. Malachi looks for that day when the wondrous power of God 

will purify the priestly descendents of Levi who minister in the temple at Jerusalem. 

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 84 

 

 1 How dear to me | is your dwelling, 

  O | LORD of hosts! 

 2 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 

 3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay her 

young, 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king | and my God. 

 4 Happy are they who dwell | in your house! 

  They will always be | praising you.  

 5 Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, 

  whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way. 

 6 Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 

  for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 

 7 They will climb from | height to height, 

  and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion. 

 8 LORD God of hosts, | hear my prayer; 

  give ear, O | God of Jacob.  

 9 Behold our defend- | er, O God; 

  and look upon the face of | your anointed. 

 10 For one day in your courts is better than a | thousand elsewhere. 

  I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the 

tents | of the wicked. 



 

 11 For the LORD God is both sun and shield, bestowing | grace and glory; 

  no good thing will the LORD withhold from those who walk | with integrity. 

 12 O | LORD of hosts, 

  happy are they who put their | trust in you!  

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:14-18 

 

A reading from Hebrews. 

 

Jesus shared human nature fully so that his death might be for all humans a liberation 

from slavery to death’s power. Here the writer uses the image of priestly service in the 

temple as a way of describing the life and saving death of the Lord Jesus. He is the high 

priest who offers his life on behalf of his brothers and sisters. 

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared the 

same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 

that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of 

death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 

Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 

that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a 

sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what 

he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

This story is a study in contrasts: the infant Jesus with the aged prophets; the joy of birth 

with the ominous words of Simeon to Mary; the faithful fulfilling of the law with the 

presentation of the one who will release its hold over us. Through it all, we see the light of 

God’s salvation revealed to the world. 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and 

Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 

law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

  25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 

and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 

seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

  31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

  33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the 

inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

  36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as 

a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 

fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and 

to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  Holy With Hope! 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Of the Father's Love Begotten (ELW 295) 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 
 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond) 

P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294)  

 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 

Bless what we offer to your service: 

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 

now and always. Amen. 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108) 

 
 

 

 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 

Come, share in this meal of gladness. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (ELW 490) 

 
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 
 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Nourishing God, 

at this table you have refreshed us 

with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, 

and send us out to embody your good news 

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 

In the name of Christ we pray, 

Amen. 

 
 

*BLESSING 
 

The world now is too dangerous 

and too beautiful for anything but love. 

May your eyes be so blessed you see God in everyone. 

Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor. 

May your hands be so blessed 

that everything you touch is a sacrament. 

Your lips, so you speak nothing but the truth with love. 

May your feet be so blessed you run 

to those who need you. 

And may your heart be so opened, 

so set on fire, that your love, 

your love, changes everything. 

May God bless you in this sending, +Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (ELW 313) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Live in hope. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE     Voluntary on “Regent Square”   -   Henry T. Smart       
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 

 

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org 

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ........................................................................................................... Larry Socks 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................ Aaron Shreiner 

Lector ................................................................................................................ Rich McEntire 

Securing Offering ............................................................... Ron Coldsmith & Rich McEntire 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Linda Berberich 

Communion Assist ............................................................................................ Marjorie Dale 

Coffee Fellowship .............................................................. Kathy Bowen & Linda Berberich 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 41 

 

Glimpses of Vibrancy 

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into the 

surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of Upkeep of property. May this gift 

continue to be a significant Glimpse of the Vibrancy of the love of Jesus Christ! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of Betty 

Gayman given by Mark, Sally, Abby, and Joy. 
 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Kaitlyn Dovey, Angela Puchalo, Katelyn Mary Dodge, 

Jim Troutman, Charles Carl, Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, 

Betty Amt, our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda 

Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. 

If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

February 2 - Coffee Hour Fellowship after worship  

     6 - Finance 6pm 

           Choir 7pm 

 

      Valentine Luncheon - Sunday, February 16 in the Fellowship Center following 

worship. Sponsored by Crusaders for Christ. Chicken will be provided.  Those attending are 

asked to bring either a salad, a side dish or a dessert. The luncheon is open to Solomon's 

members, family members, and any guests.  Sign-up sheet is in the Sunday School Room. 

Come join the fun and fellowship!!!  

 

Souper Bowl time is here - The Super Bowl is February 9.  We will have two boxes in the 

Sunday school room, one for the Chiefs and one for the Eagles.  Place a can of soup in the 

box of your choice.  Based on the number of items in each box, we will determine Solomon’s 

Souper Bowl winner.   

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary still has discount cards available for 

$5.00. Cards are good until Sept. 1, 2025. All proceeds go to support programs at Luther 

Ridge.  Lots of great places to save.  See Becky Pecha if you would like to have a card. 

 

There will be a Congregation Meeting on February 23rd after the worship service to 

approve the 2025 annual report. 

 

Communion Cards – to maintain accurate records, we ask that each member fill out a 

communion card only once per calendar year, at a service when you partake of Holy 

Communion. 

 

Choir rehearsal - Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.  New members are most welcome to 

join us. We usually rehearse for an hour.  See Mary-Jo Bedsworth or any choir member if 

you have questions. 

 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  

 

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can.  

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has cookbooks for sale, $15 each. Lots 

of great recipes! All proceeds go to support programs at Luther Ridge. If interested, see 

Becky Pecha, Frances Reichard, Margie Dale, or Bonney Coldsmith. 

 



Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 
 

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  

 

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need is an on-going project. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please 

make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power Pack Meals in the 

memo of your check. 
 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

Music Notes/Hymn Notes: 

     Our communion hymn this morning, “Let all mortal flesh keep silence” is one of the earliest 

Christian hymns still in common use in the church today.  Traditionally, its roots date to the 

fourth century and it was originally credited to St. James, the brother of Jesus. However, later 

scholars believe it to have been created under Cyril of Jerusalem around c. 347.  It was written 

in both Greek and Syriac and is still sung in Jerusalem on the Sunday after Christmas.  The 

hymn is appropriate for both communion services and the celebration of the Incarnation.  (Hymn 

Notes for Church Bulletins; Austin Lovelace). 

     Today we observe the Presentation of Our Lord in the temple in Jerusalem, which occurs 40 

days after Christmas.  It was on this day that Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple and 

presented him to God with a sacrifice of two turtle doves. Two prophets met Mary and Joseph 

in the temple, Simeon and Anna.  Both had been eagerly waiting for the birth of the Messiah 

and when Jesus appears in the temple, they recognize him. The proclamation of the child Jesus 

as God’s Messiah is what makes today essentially a Christmas feast.  Our sending hymn, “O 

Lord, Now Let Your Servant,” is based on the Nunc Dimittis, a song often sung at the conclusion 

of communion. Today, we heard these words in the gospel reading, words spoken by Simeon 

when he held Jesus in his arms. What a fitting closing to our worship this morning.  

(Wikipedia.com) 

     Today’s choir anthem is another hymn written by Rev Jaroslav Vajda whose information 

was shared a few Sundays ago in our music notes.  “Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” was 

actually listed as a hymn for today and can be found in All Creation Sings #909. The hymn was 

written in 1986 for The 1987 Christmas Annual published by Augsburg Fortress. According to 

Pastor Vajda, he wanted to “place himself in spirit at the humble manger bed and review the 

implications of such a visit for himself and for all human beings.  As the Christmas season truly 

comes to its conclusion, it is good to visit the manger one more time in order to ponder the 

significance of Immanuel, ‘God-with-us’ in the flesh.”  (Stephen P. Starke) 


