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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation.”

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
JANUARY 5, 2025
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January 5, 2025
Second Sunday of Christmas

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in
a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the
beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell
among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of
new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness
of God’s grace and truth.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORGAN PRELUDE  In Dulci Jubilo - JS Bach
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.

Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.



*GATHERING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoi

ce (ELW 288)
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1 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Angels From the Realms of Glory (ELW 275) VS 1,4
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1  An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;

2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi- sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen Traditional English Carol
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14
A reading from Jeremiah.

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion
Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their
joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.

"Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
®See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,



and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
° With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
'U'Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
"' For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
2 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd,;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
' Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
"1 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20

> Worship the LoRD, | O Jerusalem;
praise your ! God, O Zion,

*who has strengthened the bars ! of your gates
and has blessed your chil- | dren within you.

“God has established peace | on your borders
and satisfies you with the ! finest wheat.



'>God sends out a command ! to the earth,
a word that runs ! very swiftly.

®God gives | snow like wool,
scattering ! frost like ashes.

" God scatters | hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold?

®The LorD sends forth the | word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the | waters flow.

“ God declares the | word to Jacob,
statutes and judg- ! ments to Israel.

The LoRrD has not done so to any ! other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

A reading from Ephesians.

In Jesus, all of God'’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been
promised eternal salvation.

®Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. ® He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, © to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ' In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace ° that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight * he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, ' as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. ** In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and
will, *? so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. **In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;
'“ this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the
praise of his glory.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

*GOSPEL: John 1:[1-9] 10-18

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things
were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.

[* In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
’He was in the beginning with God. ° All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being “ in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ' He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. ® He himself was not the light, but
he came to testify to the light. ° The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.]

'“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. ** He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.

2 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, ** who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.

“ And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. ° (John testified to him and cried
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.” ) *° From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. *’ The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. ** No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made
him known.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Christmas Work Begins!
*Please stand as you are able for the final verse

HYMN OF THE DAY Of the Father's Love Begotten (ELW 295)
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Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the apostles' creed.

*CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



*OFFERTORY What Child Is This (ELW 296) VS 3
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here

while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
the si - lent Word is plead-ing.

The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy. joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

*OFFERING PRAYER

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life,

in which you take delight.

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.




*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sung to theTune of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heav’n and earth adored.
O how blest is he who comes in the holy name of God.
Joyful, all you nations rise; join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



*COMMUNION SONG Come to the Table (ELW 481)
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle in the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION HYMNS

We will sing the 1% verse of familiar carols.
*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy.

Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of love,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,

illumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always.

Amen.



*SENDING SONG Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)

Refrain
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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there shone a  ho - ly light.
that hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens
rang out the an - gel cho-rus
and God sent us sal - va-tion

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.

Choral Blessing “A Gentle Christmas Blessing” Joseph Martin

May the light of the Christmas star to you,
The warmth of the home and hearth to you.
The cheer and goodwill of friends to you,
And the hope of a child-like heart to you.
The hope of peace and grace to you,

A safe and welcome place to you.

The music of a thousand angels
Be yours tonight, be yours in Christ,
May love and joy abound in all of life,
God’s love and joy surround your life. Amen.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE Angel's We Have Heard on High - Dale Wood

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-719004
and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



SERVING TODAY
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Glimpses of Vibrancy

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into the
surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of Delivering leftover food to those in
need of meals. May this gift continue to be a significant Glimpse of the Vibrancy of the
love of Jesus Christ!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: Angela Puchalo, Katelyn Mary Dodge, Jim Troutman,
Charles Carl, Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt, our
world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Linda Mumaugh,
Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. If anyone
has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702.

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.
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Weekly Calendar Reminders:
January 9 - Finance 6pm
Choir 7pm

Choir rehearsals resume this Thursday, January 9, at 7:00 PM. New members are
most welcome to join us. We usually rehearse for an hour. See Mary-Jo Bedsworth or any
choir member if you have questions.

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost
of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $50.00 with the bulletin information.

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School
room. Please sign up for as many as you can.

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has cookbooks for sale, $15 each. Lots
of great recipes! All proceeds go to support programs at Luther Ridge. If interested, see
Becky Pecha, Frances Reichard, Margie Dale, or Bonney Coldsmith.

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning
at 9:00 am. We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship. We look at one of the
Scripture texts for the following Sunday. If you cannot join us every week, please join us
when you are able! The Bible is our Book of Faith!

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship
space. Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one
up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School
students in need is an on-going project. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please
make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power Pack Meals in the
memo of your check.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.



Hymn Notes:

Our anthem by the men this morning, “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” is one of the
oldest existing Christmas carols, dating to the 1500s and possibly even earlier. In the 15th
Century, church music was typically sung in Latin and was dark and rather somber. As a
result, most church goers did not like the religious songs of the period. So the faithful went
about singing more uplifting songs in the streets. The nightwatchmen at the time are said
to have sung “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen™ as they walked the streets of London. The
first printed version of the song appeared in 1760 when it is referred to as “Tidings of
Comfort and Joy.” The melody was first in print in 1829, and the melody and lyrics were
published together in 1833 in a collection titled, “Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern,”
compiled by William Sandys. The original meaning, in the 17th Century, of the word
“rest” as it is used in this song meant “to keep or continue.” This use of “rest” was
obsolete by 1760. In today’s language, the first line could read, “May God keep you in
contented spirits, folks.” “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen™ has been a traditional carol
since the mid-18th Century. Some speculate that this is due to Queen Victoria’s love of
carols. The carol describes how Jesus has come to “save us all from Satan’s power when
we were gone astray’” which is an appropriate theme for all mankind. Although somber
and yet uplifting and inspiring, it is centered around the birth of Christ and conveys the
Christmas message of hope and abundant joy. In today’s world filled with unrest, could it
be that we also need the message, “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” or “May God Keep
you in contented spirits, folks.” (Branchliving.com).

The earliest known publication of our sending song, “Go Tell It on the Mountain™ is
attributed to John Wesley Work, Jr. (1871-1925). He grew up in Nashville and developed
a love of music from his father, a church choir director. He earned a Master’s in Latin and
became a teacher of Latin and ancient Greek, but his first love continued to be music. He
became the first African-American collector of Negro spirituals, which had been shared by
the oral tradition up to this point. The earliest printed version of "Go Tell" appeared in the
book Religious Songs of the Negro as Sung on the Plantations (new edition, 1909) by
Thomas P. Fenner. The text of "Go Tell It on the Mountain" references the annunciation to
the shepherds described in the Gospel of Luke. (Wikipedia) What a wonderful carol to
close out the Christmas season and share the good news with the world! “Go tell it on the
mountain, over the hills and everywhere that Jesus Christ is born!”



