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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 
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December 8, 2024 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s 

voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as 

easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized 

are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for 

the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 

 

CAROLS SING (ELW #267-300) 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE  Comfort, Comfort Now My People   -   John Leavitt  
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

alive in the world, 

reviving creation, 

arriving soon. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 
 

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 

We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

God of might, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have turned away from our neighbors. 

We have trusted false promises. 

God in our midst, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We plead: come to us. 

Bring your mercy to birth in us. 

A righteous branch springs forth: 

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near. Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH "LIGHT OF HOPE" 

 

                                       Responsive Litany 

On this Advent journey, we are mindful of the brokenness of the world that surrounds us. 

We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

As we look around us, we see the hostility that exists between neighbor and nation. 

We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

As we look beside us, we see fractured relationships and unforgiving hearts. 

We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

As we look within ourselves, we confess the reconciling words we have yet to speak and 

restoring deeds we have yet to do. 

We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding. 

 

 

 

 



This morning we light two candles. The first candle reminds us of a starry night in a quiet 

stable when God changed the course of human history. Our hope is firm, for in our 

Savior’s birth, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. The second candle symbolizes 

God’s perfect peace in an imperfect world. The season of Advent calls us to turn our eyes 

to the Prince of Peace who has come and will come again. 

 

 

 
 

Let us pray.                                         

Gracious God, we pray that you will help us to see glimpses of your peace in our 

fractured world. You alone are the Prince of Peace. Help us to remember this Advent 

that we can also be agents of peace to those around us and in our world. Help us to 

seek your perfect peace that surpasses all understanding. We pray this in the name of 

Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM     Carol for Advent   -   Mark Besig 

 

 

 



FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

 

A reading from Malachi. 

 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 

messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining 

God’s people, as silver and gold are refined. 

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 

(read responsively between lector and congregation) 

 

 68 Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 

  you have come to your people and | set them free. 

 69 You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 

  born of the house of your | servant David.  

 70 Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our enemies, 

  71 from the hands of | all who hate us, 

 72 to show mercy | to our forebears, 

  and to remember your | holy covenant. 

 73 This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 

  74 to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 

 free to worship you | without fear, 

  75 holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life.  

 76 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 

  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 

 77 to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 

  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 

 78 In the tender compassion | of our God 

  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 

 79 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 

  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  

 

 



SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 

 

A reading from Philippians. 

 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his 

joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, 

sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and 

knowledge. 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of 

my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 

now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 

to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of 

you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both 

in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my 

witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my 

prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ 

for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Gospel Acclamation (Taizé) (ELW 175) 

 
 



*GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the 

spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 

of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of 

Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5 Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON Ain't No Mountain! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249) 

 

 

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the apostles' creed. 

 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Lord, in your mercy, C: receive our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (ELW 254) 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Creator God, 

you made the whole world, 

even the farthest stars, 

and you draw near to feed us. 

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 

Strengthen us with this food 

that we may live in expectation 

for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

God feeds us with tender mercy. 

Come to the table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you 

.  

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 481) 

 
 

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (ELW 241) 

 

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Generous God, 

we thank you for the gift of life, 

for the bread of salvation. 

We thank you for coming among us, 

for leading us into peace. 

We thank you for showering us with mercy, 

for sending us into the world. 

Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 

as we feed the hungry in your name. 

Amen. 



*BLESSING 

 

God of endings and beginnings, 

God in the darkness and the light, 

God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE    He Shall Reign   -   Rober J. Hughes 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

REPRINTED / PODCAST / STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE 

#A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 

 

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org 

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Acolyte .................................................................................................................. Jaxon Alosi 

Lector ................................................................................................................. Patricia Yetter 

Securing Offering ......................................................................Janice McEntire & Sam Mull 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Bread ............................................................................................ Marjorie Dale 

Communion Assist ................................................................................................ Becky Mull 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 32 

 

Glimpses of Vibrancy 

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into the 

surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of our volunteer efforts and ongoing 

commitment to helping at the Antietam National Battlefield Illumination. May this gift 

continue to be a significant Glimpse of the Vibrancy of the love of Jesus Christ! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of my 

mom, dad and sister given by Linda Berberich. 
 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 
 

Prayer requests for the following: family and friends of Darrell Veilleux, Karen Wolfinger, 

Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Betty Amt, our world & 

country, Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Millie Kulkusky, Linda 

Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Malvern Zimmerman, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, 

and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-

264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

December   9 - Council 7pm 

                 12 - Choir 7pm 

           

Christmas Party – Today after the church service in the SFC. Everyone’s invited! 

 

Do you have a favorite Christmas carol that you love to sing? Prior to worship today 

and for the remaining Sundays of Advent, we will use a few minutes to sing Christmas 

carols of your choice. Carols begin with #267-300 in our hymnal. We’ll be asking for your 

favorite carol and will sing a verse or two as time allows. 

 

Do you like to sing?  With the holiday services coming up, the choir would love to have 

some additional voices join us for Christmas Eve worship and/or Lessons and Carols on 

Sunday, December 29.  You can either join us Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM when we 

will rehearse special music for the first half hour or Sunday mornings after worship. See 

Mary-Jo Bedsworth or any choir member if you have questions. 

 

The January/February/March 2025 issue of Our Daily Bread is available in the 

pamphlet rack in the narthex. 

 

Communion Cards – to maintain accurate records, we ask that each member fill out a 

communion card only once per calendar year, at a service when you partake of Holy 

Communion. 

 

The 2025 Chart for Altar flowers is on the table in the Sunday School room. The cost 

of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  

 

The 2025 sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in the Sunday School 

room. Please sign up for as many as you can.  

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has cookbooks for sale, $15 each. Lots 

of great recipes! Great for Christmas gifts! All proceeds go to support programs at Luther 

Ridge. If interested, see Becky Pecha, Frances Reichard, Margie Dale, or Bonney 

Coldsmith. 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 
 



Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  

 

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need is an on-going project. If you would like to give a monetary donation, please 

make your check payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church and put Power Pack Meals in the 

memo of your check. 
 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 
 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 
 

Hymn Notes: 

Today’s Hymn of the Day, On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry, was originally written in 

Latin by Charles Coffin and published in 1736. In 183, it was translated into English by 

John Chandler and included in his hymnal. The text has undergone many revisions, and 

today it is hard to find two hymnals where the text is the same. Almost all hymnals include 

the same five verses, but the wording changes significantly from hymnal to hymnal.  The 

overall theme is evident, regardless of the version used. Stanzas one and two are a message 

to us, instructing us to prepare the way of the Lord today. In stanza three, we confess our 

need for salvation, in stanza four we pray for healing and love, and stanza five serves as a 

doxology. Since this hymn calls us to make way for Christ, it is most fitting for Advent.  It 

references John the Baptist, a key figure in the narrative of Christ’s birth, and addresses 

the theme of Advent…to prepare for Christ’s second coming. (Hymnary.org).    

 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus   Our offertory during Advent, “Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus,” is a beautiful hymn that expresses deeply the two-fold purpose of the 

Advent season : we remember the birth of Christ, and we fiercely desire His coming again. 

Perhaps more than other Advent hymns, this text especially expresses our longing for 

Christ's second coming. Even though we know that Christ goes with us and before us 

everyday, we long for the day when we are with Him in all of the fullness and glory He 

will bring. We long for the day when we are with Him in a New Heaven and New Earth, 

when all things are made new. And just as a young child crawls into its parent’s arms after 

an absence, so too we long for the day when we will be at rest in Christ, enfolded in the 

embrace of our Savior. (Hymnary.org) 

 


