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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 
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September 22, 2024 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which 

one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it 

concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the 

children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give 

them a place of honor in the assembly. 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE      Children of the Heavenly Father   -   Dale Wood 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 

The cravings at war within us 

cause conflicts and disputes. 

In our desire to be first 

we make distinctions among ourselves. 

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 

Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

God promises to forgive our iniquity 

and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

the source of eternal healing, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843) 
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*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved 

children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways 

of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 

 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 

 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil deeds. 

 19But I was like a gentle lamb 

  led to the slaughter. 

 And I did not know it was against me 

  that they devised schemes, saying, 

 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 



  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 

 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 54 

(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 1Save me, O God, | by your name; 

  in your might, de- | fend my cause. 

 2Hear my | prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words | of my mouth. 

 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life, 

  those who have no re- | gard for God. 

 4Behold, God | is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life.  

 5Render evil to those who | spy on me; 

  in your faithful- | ness, destroy them. 

 6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O LORD, for | it is good. 

 7For you have rescued me from | every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down | on my enemies.  

 

SECOND READING: James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 

 

A reading from James. 

 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in 

your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down 

from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish 

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from 

above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 

for those who make peace.4: 

 

 1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come 

from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so 

you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in 

disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not 



receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw 

near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

 

*GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by 

the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to 

such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 

know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be 

betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 

will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask 

him. 

 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What 

were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had 

argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said 

to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a 

little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever 

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 

not me but the one who sent me.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON A Visit to Pooh Corner!  

 

*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father: Tryggare kan ingen vara (ELW 781) 

 
 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)  

P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

 

*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Blessed are you, O God, 

source of every gift of your creation. 

By these gifts and with our lives, 

help us to serve one another and all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 



*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus welcomes you to this table. 

Come, this meal is for you! 

 

COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN Jesus Loves Me! (ELW 595) 

 
 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Holy God, 

you have welcomed us to this meal 

and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others 

and to be at peace with one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 
 

God all mighty, 

God most merciful 

☩ bless you, keep you, 

and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765) 
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*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE     Postlude on a Pedal Theme  - Allen James 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. All rights reserved. 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

 

 Interim Pastor .................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org 

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher .......................................................................................................... Phil Johnson 

Acolyte ................................................................................................................ Phil Johnson 

Lector .............................................................................................................. Janice McEntire 

Securing Offering ...................................................................... Phil Johnson & Becky Pecha 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Bread ....................................................................................... Frances Reichard 

Communion Assist ......................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………38 

 

Glimpses of Vibrancy 

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into the 

surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of Ministry to Youth (use of our 

Fellowship Center for sports). May this gift continue to be a significant Glimpse of the 

Vibrancy of the love of Jesus Christ! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of my 

granddaughters Lexi and Brooklyn Bowen given by their grandma Kathy Bowen. 
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Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Carole Rau, Kevin Troutman, Fran Stouffer, Marty 

Wenger, Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Judy Johnson, Betty Amt, our world & country, 

Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Andrea Marigroo, Millie Kulkusky, 

Becky Pecha, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Darrell Veilleux, Malvern 

Zimmerman, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer 

request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

September 25 - Qigong/Tai Chi 7pm 

                  26 - Choir Practice 7pm 

                  28 – Fall Picnic/Campfire 5pm 

 

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  

 

Pastor Mike's Sunday Bible Study will not meet for the next three weeks because he is 

away as well as the outdoor service on October 13.  The Bible study will resume on 

Sunday, October 20. 

 

The October/November/December edition of Our Daily Bread is available in the 

pamphlet rack in the narthex. 

 

Apple Butter Order forms are here! They are located on the table in the Sunday School 

Room. Your Apple Butter Order form will need to be turned in to Frances Reichard by 

Sunday, September 29, 2024. Pick up will be Saturday morning, October 5th 9:00 am-11:00 

am & Sunday, October 6th after church. 

 

Christian Ed would like to invite the congregation to their Fall Picnic/Campfire in the 

Picnic Woods on Saturday, September 28. Starts at 5:00pm / Eat at 5:30pm. 

Menu: Roast your own hotdogs, baked beans, mac & cheese, chips, watermelon, roast your 

own s’mores, and drink.  



The outdoor service is scheduled for October 13 in the picnic woods. In the event of 

inclement weather, it will be held in the fellowship center. All those with last name 

beginning with;  

A thru H -  Please bring a main dish (meatballs , ham, chicken etc.)  

J thru R  -  Please bring a salad type dish  

S thru Y  -  Please bring a dessert type dish  

 

The Flower sign-up and all sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in 

the Sunday school room. Please sign-up for as many as you can.  

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Hymn Notes  

     Our Hymn of the Day this morning, (as well as the organ prelude) Children of the 

Heavenly Father, is a Scandinavian hymn, whose text was written by Carolina Sandell-Berg.  

She suffered from ill health most of her life, and out of her health experiences, she wrote 

many poems and hymns. When she was 26, she and her father were traveling by boat and he 

fell overboard and drowned. Again, from this tragedy which she witnessed, she wrote many 

more poems and hymns, including her classic, “Day by Day and With Each Passing Moment.”  

Some hymn histories claim that “Children of the Heavenly Father” was written in response 

to her father’s death, but it was first published in 1855, 3 years before he died. Regardless 

of when or why it was written, the hymn reassures us that there is an eternal father who 

can never be taken from us in life or death—a father that comforts, protects, tends and 

nourishes unceasingly. The gorgeous melody, a Swedish folk tune, is just as comforting as 

the lyrics, lifting the soul and calming the spirit.  (Robert Morgan, Then Sings My Soul, Vol 

2; and  Hymnary.org). 

The text to our communion hymn this morning,  “Jesus Loves Me This I Know,”  was written 

by  Anna B. Warner, who along with her sister, Susan, lived in New York City, until  the “Panic 

of 1837” wrecked their family’s finances. This event forced them to move into a “ramshackle 

Revolutionary War-era home” on Constitution Island across from the Military Academy at 

West Point. In an effort to help their family’s financial situation, the two sisters began 

writing poems and stories for publication. One of their most successful joint projects was a 

novel, Say and Seal, in which a little boy is dying. His Sunday School teacher takes the child 

into his arms, rocks him, and speaks the words from Anna’s poem, “Jesus loves me this I 



know…” to the dying child. The novel soon became a best seller and when Wiliam Bradbury 

read the words, he composed a childlike melody that quickly made this text one of the best 

known children’s hymns.  The two sisters never really seemed to recover from their financial 

hardships, however. For forty years, they conducted Bible classes for cadets at West Point. 

Both sisters were buried with full military honors, the only civilians buried in the military 

cemetery at West Point. Their home on Constitution Island  is maintained by the Academy 

as a museum to their memory.   (Then Sings My Soul, Robert J. Morgan and Hymnary.org). 

 

 


