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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

 
 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 
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September 8, 2024 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the 

poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in 

today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s 

children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him 

by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings 

a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE   Voluntary On "Beach Spring"  -  Philip M. Young 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. 

The cravings at war within us 

cause conflicts and disputes. 

In our desire to be first 

we make distinctions among ourselves. 

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. 

In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. 

Draw near to us with grace in time of need, 

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

God promises to forgive our iniquity 

and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

the source of eternal healing, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 



*GATHERING SONG Earth and All Stars! (ELW 731) 
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*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. 

Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your 

promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

   5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 



 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 146 

(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 1Hal- | lelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 

 2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 

 3Put not your | trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 

  and in that day | their thoughts perish.  

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the | captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed 

down; 

  the LORD 
| loves the righteous.  

 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  

 

 

SECOND READING: James 2:1-10, 14-17 

 

A reading from James. 

 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious 

Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your 

assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the 

one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is 



poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among 

yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and 

sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 

kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. 

Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they 

who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become accountable for all of it. 

 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 

works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one 

of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply 

their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

*GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. 

Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to 

the Gentiles. 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 

anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little 

daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed 



down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 

him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, 

for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered 

him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, 

“For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, 

found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea 

of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 

impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him 

aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and 

touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” 

that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, 

and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered 

them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, 

saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to 

speak.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON "God's Work - Our Hands!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 
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*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)  

P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

 

*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

*OFFERTORY We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Blessed are you, O God, 

source of every gift of your creation. 

By these gifts and with our lives, 

help us to serve one another and all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus welcomes you to this table. 

Come, this meal is for you! 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN We Come to You for Healing, Lord (ELW 617) 
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*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Holy God, 

you have welcomed us to this meal 

and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others 

and to be at peace with one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

 

God all mighty, 

God most merciful 

☩ bless you, keep you, 

and give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 
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*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE    Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service  -  Mark Thewes 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. All rights reserved. 

 



SERVING TODAY 

 Interim Pastor .................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org 

Organist .................................................................................................... Mary-Jo Bedsworth 

Head Usher .......................................................................................................... Phil Johnson 

Acolyte ................................................................................................................. Wayne Dale 

Lector ................................................................................................................. Patricia Yetter 

Securing Offering ...................................................................... Phil Johnson & Becky Pecha 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Jerry & Ilona Laney 

Communion Bread ....................................................................................... Frances Reichard 

Communion Assist ................................................................................................ Ilona Laney 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………30 

 

Glimpses of Vibrancy 

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into the 

surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of Fellowship Center. May this gift 

continue to be a significant Glimpse of the Vibrancy of the love of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of Bernie 

given by Edna Harris.  
 
Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Kevin Troutman, Fran Stouffer, Marty Wenger, Don 

Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Judy Johnson, Paul Yetter, Betty Amt, our world & country, 

Debbie Aschmann, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Andrea Marigroo, Millie Kulkusky, 

Becky Pecha, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Bonnie Hudson, Darrell Veilleux, Malvern 

Zimmerman, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer 

request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are 

sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only) 

aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our list 

updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire 

717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long 

as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the 

name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 
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Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

September  8 - Rally Day 9am 

                   9 - W&M 6pm 

    Council 7pm  

        10 - Christian Ed 7pm 

                 11 - Qigong/Tai Chi 7pm 

                 12 - Choir Practice 7pm 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 

 

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  

 

TODAY Solomon’s Social Ministry Committee is participating with thousands of other 

congregations across the country to serve our communities on God’s Work Our Hands 

Sunay. Join us in the Sunday School Room immediately following worship to assemble the 

Lutheran World Relief personal care kits.  

 

Apple Butter Order forms are here! They are located on the table in the Sunday School 

Room. Your Apple Butter Order form will need to be turned in to Frances Reichard by 

Sunday, September 29, 2024. Pick up will be Saturday morning, October 5th 9:00 am-11:00 

am & Sunday, October 6th after church. 

 

Choir rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 12 at 7:00pm in the choir 

room.  Former and new members are welcome to join in the singing and fellowship.  We 

will be looking at several music selections as well as discussing scheduling and plans for the 

upcoming year.  See Mary-Jo Bedsworth with any questions. 

 

Christian Ed would like to invite the congregation to their Fall Picnic/Campfire in the 

Picnic Woods on Saturday, September 28. Starts at 5:00pm / Eat at 5:30pm. 

Menu: Roast your own hotdogs, baked beans, mac & cheese, chips, watermelon, roast your 

own s’mores, and drink.  

 
The outdoor service is scheduled for October 13 in the picnic woods. In the event of 

inclement weather, it will be held in the fellowship center. All those with last name 

beginning with;  

A thru H -  Please bring a main dish (meatballs , ham, chicken etc.)  

J thru R  -  Please bring a salad type dish  

S thru Y  -  Please bring a dessert type dish  



The Flower sign-up and all sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in 

the Sunday school room. Please sign-up for as many as you can.  

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Music Note 

Today’s gathering hymn is “Earth and All Stars,” written in 1964 by Herbert Brokering for 

the 90th anniversary of St. Olaf College.  It was published in Contemporary Worship I, in 

1969 and has been included in several Lutheran hymnals since that time, including Lutheran 

Book of Worship (green hymnal) and our current Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red 

hymnal).  Brokering said this about his text, “I tried to gather into a hymn of praise the many 

facets of life which emerge in the life of community.  So there are references to building, 

nature, learning, family, war, festivity, seasons, emotions…water, wind,  spirit…these have 

made great impressions on my imagination.”  The hymn invites us to join with this whole 

host of natural and cultural phenomena to “sing to the Lord a new song!”   Also note 

carefully the refrain, which alludes to Psalm 96:1 and Psalm 98:1 “God has done marvelous 

things…I too sing praises with a new song!”  Join with all of us this morning as we open 

our worship with this hymn of praise!  (from Hymnary.org) 

 

 

 


