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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation.”
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AUGUST 25, 2024


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

August 25, 2024
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even
many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To
whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the
words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves
with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
the God of manna,

the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.

Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.



*GATHERING SONG Ten Thousand Reasons: Bless the Lord, O My Soul (ACS 1097)
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and
preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
A reading from Joshua.

In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships
and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By
delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to
respond.

“Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God.
2And Joshua said to all the people, **“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in
sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the LorD. **’Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD,
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me
and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

'°Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods; *’for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He
protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we
passed; *“and the LorD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the
land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

The eyes of the LORD are up- | on the righteous,
and God’s ears are open | to their cry.
*The face of the LORD is against those | who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth.
"The righteous cry, and ! the LORD hears them
and delivers them from ! all their troubles.



*The LoRrbp is near to the | brokenhearted
and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed.
“Many are the troubles ! of the righteous,
but the LoRD delivers them from ! every one.
°God will keep safe ! all their bones;
not one of them ! shall be broken.
'Evil will bring death ! to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous ! will be punished.
?O LoRD, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20
A reading from Ephesians.

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling
on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God
includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God
inspired by the Spirit.

“Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. **Put on the whole armor of God,
so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. **For our struggle is not
against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to
withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. *“Stand therefore,
and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness.
*As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of
peace. ‘°With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench
all the flaming arrows of the evil one. ‘'Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.

®Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. *°Pray also for me, so that when |
speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the
gospel, “°for which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may declare it boldly, as |
must speak.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Caribbean traditional

*GOSPEL: John 6:56-69

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his
flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something
about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the
scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall
we go?”

[Jesus said,] “°“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.
°"Just as the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me
will live because of me. **This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”
°“He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

®“When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can
accept it?” **But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to
them, “Does this offend you? “°Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to
where he was before? “°It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that |
have spoken to you are spirit and life. ““But among you there are some who do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who
was the one that would betray him. ®And he said, “For this reason | have told you that no
one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

°Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him.
°’So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” **Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. ®“We have come to believe
and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON No Easy Fix!
*Please stand as you are able for the final verse

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance (ELW 638)
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

*CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

*OFFERTORY We Are an Offering (ELW 692)

a", T — f K -
I Y [V} | mocssl| | (%] [ 1) & |
[ ([an T N | cezny | |
ES S S e e s
5 L& & &
We lift our voic-es, we lift our hands, weliftour lives up to you: we are an
0
)4 )
Y 4% e ! Yy L] e | | |
T o e Y A — 2 K o
% ~ i - © 1Y o
o T 4_ o
of-fer-ing. Lord, use our voic - es, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our
n } j 4
)74 of N | i § | =
1) e | | =m | | I (V] | | (Y]
> ! ] i = ] PR
) 1 & -
J e “
lives,they are yours: we are an of-fer-ing. All thatwe have, all thatwe are,
0 p— \ N
b4 & By T ST K— "
F. > !f / . Jo~= Ir
ég f . i i I (== i ¥7j [7)
9 (T =l T 2 1
all that we hope to be, we give toyou, we give to you.
9 T T 19
y AW (7] J— [V} | e | | [V} 1
(o WY /S I ] I N g6 A P ¢bﬂ:
T 4_ & A el
We lift our voic-es, we liftour hands, we lift our lives upto you:
0 3 3
)’ | 3
V4% | —, 1 4 T | ——
% o y = ¢ ; ‘ }
- » o __ &
we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of - fer - ing.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.

Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,

your body for the life of the world.

Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,

ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Text: Traditional; English text, hymnal version
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional
English text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!



COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION HYMN Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup (ELW 492)
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Those who seek the Lord will lack noth-ing; taste, and have your fill.
Rise to tell God’s great-ness for - ev - er, won-drous deeds pro - claim!

Text: Jeremy Young, b. 1948, refrain; Withh One Voice, stanzas, based on Ps. 34
Music: STONERIDGE, Jeremy Young
Text and music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen,



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen.

*BLESSING

The blessing of God,
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

++ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING SONG What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine: Leaning on the Everlasting

Arms (ELW 774)
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2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924



*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004 and CCLI #11066173. All rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

INEEIIM PASTOT ... e Pastor Michael Allwein

Cell Phone NUMDET ..o 717-357-3814

e LA [0 | =TT mallwein211@gmail.com
Church Office Email Address.........cocoveeveeiieeiiee e, office@solomonslutheran.org
PHANIST ... nnes Heidi Shenberger
HEA USNEI ...t e e ree s Martie Veilleux
o0 |V (- SO SPTRPSPR Sam Mull
=T o (0 SRR Richard Graven
Securing OFfering .....cccuveveiiecie e Sarge Weaver & Wayne Dale
CoMMUNION SEE-UP....oiiiiiiicce e Marjorie Dale
CommuNIoN Clean-Up ......cccooiiiiiic e s Marjorie Dale
ComMMUNION BrEAU .......ccveeivieiiieie et Marjorie Dale
COMMUNION ASSISE....c.viiivieiiieiie e Marjorie Dale & Sam Mull
Attendance [ast Sunday...........oooiiiiiii i e 40

Glimpses of Vibrancy

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into the
surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of Full commercial kitchen. May this gift
continue to be a significant Glimpse of the Vibrancy of the love of Jesus Christ!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of Jere
given by Phyllis.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!


mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Prayer requests for the following: Don Wildeson, Nancy Marshall, Judy Johnson, Paul
Yetter, Betty Amt, Bonney Coldsmith, our world & country, Debbie Aschmann, Norm
Kuykendall, Donna, Karen, Chuck Bedsworth, Andrea Marigroo, Millie Kulkusky, Becky
Pecha, Linda Mumaugh, Katy Klutz, Lilly Chiado, Bonnie Hudson, Jane and Bill Brindle,
Darrell Veilleux, Malvern Zimmerman, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound.
If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702.

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who are
sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name only)
aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our list
updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice McEntire
717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain for as long
as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will presume the
name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
August 28 - Qigong/Tai Chi 7pm

Thank you, thank you, Heidi! This morning, we extend a heap of gratitude and

[-\ so many wishes of appreciation to Heidi for her faithful commitment to

Q Solomons, these past eight months, as she has served as our music minister and

choir director. Hedi has planned the music for each Sunday’s worship, bringing

a clear understanding of liturgical music and her understanding of how to sync

liturgical themes and encourage congregational singing! Heidi, we cannot thank

you enough for bringing us through these past eight months, at a time when many of us

wondered how our music program would survive! Heidi, you have been a gift to us, and we

are glad you will be able to worship, once again, with your family on Sunday mornings. We

will continue to be so very grateful for the excitement you have brought to our Sunday

morning worship! AND, we know where to turn if we need a person to fill in sometime
into the future! Thank you, Heidi!

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning
at 9:00 a.m. We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship. We look at one of the
Scripture texts for the following Sunday. If you cannot join us every week, please join us
when you are able! The Bible is our Book of Faith!

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship
space. Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one
up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.

Qigong/Tai Chi class will be Wednesdays at 7:00 pm and run through Oct 2™ at Solomon’s
Church main Sunday school room. This is an open class. If you can walk independently,
you will survive the class. All exercises are mild. For more information contact: Colleen
Johnson.



Social Ministry will be collecting items for Personal Care Kits through August, as we
have done in past years. For a list of items needed there is an example on the easel in the
church. We will be assembling the kits on Rally Day in September.

The Flower sign-up and all sign-up charts for Acolyte, Lector etc. are on the table in
the Sunday school room. Please sign-up for as many as you can.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.



