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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

APRIL 21, 2024 

http://www.solomonslutheran.org/


April 21, 2024 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that 

gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep 

shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by 

the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES   
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 
 
 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

we give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. 

 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

 



*GATHERING SONG Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! (ELW 369) 

 
*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE   

 

 

 



 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. 

Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM Because the Lord is My Shepherd      Christopher Walker 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 

 

A reading from Acts. 

 

Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the 

news of the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy 

Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the 

high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 
7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or 

by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 

“Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done 

to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to 

all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 



health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead. 11This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 1The LORD 
| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 

 

A reading from 1 John. 

 

Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very 

love we share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In 

sharing such love we fulfill God’s commandments. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 

world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this 

we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 
20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 
22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do 

what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 

Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 



commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides 

in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

 

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd 

who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for 

them. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 

them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 

the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me 

and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do 

not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 

my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 

accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 

this command from my Father.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  God's Not Done! 

 

 

 

 



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) 
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*CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: God of grace. C: hear our prayer. 

 

*PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  (ELW 184) 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

Risen One, 

you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here 

be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

The risen Christ is made known to us 

in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN You Satisfy the Hungry Heart: Gift of Finest Wheat (ELW 484) 
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*COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG God Be with You Till We Meet Again (ELW 536) 

 



*DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE    

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved. 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

  

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Pianist ........................................................................................................... Heidi Shenberger 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Acolyte ..................................................................................................................... Sam Mull 

Lector .................................................................................................................... Wayne Dale 

Securing Offering ..................................................................... Larry Socks & Don Wildeson 

Communion Set-Up........................................................................................... Marjorie Dale 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Ilona & Jerry Laney 

Communion Bread ............................................................................................ Marjorie Dale 

Communion Assist ............................................................  Martie Veilleux & Marjorie Dale 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………44 

 

Glimpses of Vibrancy 

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into the 

surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of Ministry to Youth 

(volleyball/basketball/CEF (Child Evangelism Fellowship)). May this gift continue to be a 

significant Glimpse of the Vibrancy of the love of Jesus Christ! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Lois’s four 

sisters; Sue, Peg, Marge, and Gerry given by Pastor Mike and Lois. 
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Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: Linda Mumaugh, Ina Shreiner, Steve Eck, Bernie 

Harris, Katy Klutz, Lilly Chiado, Bonnie Hudson, Jane and Bill Brindle, Darrell Veilleux, 

Malvern Zimmerman, Bob Estep, Missy Moreui, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the 

Homebound. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702. 

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who 

are sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name 

only) aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month.  In order to keep our 

list updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice 

McEntire 717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain 

for as long as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will 

presume the name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

April 24 - Qigong/Tai Chi 7pm 

          25 - Choir Practice 7pm 

 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please notify Pastor Mike Allwein at 717-357-3814. 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 

 

Solomon’s UCC initiated a Community Garden. Plots are available on a first come first 

serve basis. If interested there are forms located in the Sunday School Room to obtain a plot. 

 

Tickets are available for the Congregational Dinner on Tuesday, April 30.                 

Adults - $7.50, Children (5-11) - $4.00, Under 5 – free. 

 

Maranatha Paper Drive:  During the month of April, we will be collecting paper products 

for Maranatha Food Pantry.  Paper products cannot be purchased with Food Stamps.  Items 

needed:  toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, Kleenex, hand wipes, diapers, etc. Please place 

the items in the tote under the coat rack, next to the mailboxes. 

 

Please consider signing up for altar flowers for the 2024 calendar year.  There are a lot 

of available Sundays during the summer months.  

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 



Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  

 

The 2024 Chart for Altar flowers is in the office to the left when entering the front door 

of the sanctuary. The cost of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to 

provide Kimberly with the information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday 

you choose. Include the cost of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  

 

Power Pack Meals:  The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need.  Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and vegetable cups, 

individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles of water, juice boxes, and 

yahoo chocolate drink.  Monetary donations are accepted as well, please write “power pack 

meals” in the memo of your check. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 
 


