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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation.”

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 7, 2024


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

April 7, 2024
Second Sunday of Easter

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of
Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the
disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a
sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened
individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and
material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Immersed in the promises of baptism,
we give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen. Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



* GATHERING SONG That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (ELW 384)
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35
A reading from Acts.

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers
who were in need.

*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. *With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. **There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. **They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 133
(read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

'How good and how pleas- ! ant it is,

when kindred live togeth- I er in unity!
’It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- ' on the beard,

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar ! of his robe.
°It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the !hills of Zion.

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:5--2:2
A reading from 1 John.

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our
confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s
death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.

°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and
in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; ‘but if we walk in the light as he
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. ‘°If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.

>IMuy little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; “and he
Is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” “’After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “*Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” “’When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. “’If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

*“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. “°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” ?’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” “*Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” “’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

““Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. **But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON A New Beginning!



*Please stand as you are able for the final verse
HYMN OF THE DAY We Walk by Faith (ELW 635
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: God of grace. C: hear our prayer.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ b
And also with you.

e with you always.

OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
Risen One,
you call us to believe
May the gifts that we

and bear fruit.
offer here

be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,

through Jesus Christ,
Amen.

our true vine.

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)

e —— e -
G ——=— —— —
Ho-ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
0 . . R e
T T,
e e === ————— s
heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
n J | — ] |- |-
Yy | I Ll 1 ™ y T T y ] ™
] | : P S—— — — !
@b t;f o - - i_phr:ﬁ:
J 1 T 14 — — |
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
9] . |
P’ A \ | ‘ )
w—d - — * | | —o—fF | S
y F— e — SmE————— —
comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
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COMMUNION HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

++ bless you now and always.
Amen.



* SENDING SONG Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376)
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759

*DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

INEEIIM PASTON ...t Pastor Michael Allwein

Cell Phone NUMDET ..o 717-357-3814

o VA0 [0 | =TS mallwein211@gmail.com
Church Office Email Address.........cccoeevieevieeciee e, office@solomonslutheran.org
GUESE OFQANIST.. e ivii ettt e e e et e e s reesreeaneeenseensees Jenny Rice
HEA USNET ...t et Janice McEntire
N ol0] |/ (- SR OTRTRPSPRR Wayne Dale
=T 0! (o PRSPPI Bonney Coldsmith
Securing OFfering.....cccveieceeie e Larry Socks & Don Wildeson
CoMMUNION SEE-UP....oiiiiiiie et Marjorie Dale
Communion Clean-UpP ........cooiiiiiiieeceesece e llona & Jerry Laney
ComMMUNION BIEAU .......ccveeivieiiie sttt Marjorie Dale
COomMMUNION ASSIST.....cviiiiiiiierie e Martie Veilleux & Ron Coldsmith
Coffee FElOWSHIP ....ccvveiiie e, Kathy Bowen & Linda Berberich
Attendance [ast SUNday...........ooiiiiiii i e 64
Glimpses of Vibrancy

This week we give thanks for the many gifts Solomons Lutheran continues to share into
the surrounding community. Today we lift up the gift of, Fellowship Center. May this gift
continue to be a significant Glimpse of the Vibrancy of the love of Jesus Christ!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of Mr. &
Mrs. Joseph R. Hess and their children given by The Hess Family.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

A big thank you to Jenny Rice for filling in as organist today!

Prayer requests for the following: Bernie Harris, Katy Klutz, Lilly Chiado, Linda Russ,

Bonnie Hudson, Jane and Bill Brindle, Darrell Veilleux, Malvern Zimmerman, Bob Estep,
Missy Moreui, Becky Ensinger, Sam Mull, and all the Homebound. If anyone has a prayer
request, please call Janice McEntire, 717-264-3702.


mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Please Be Aware: We wish to be a praying congregation, and especially for those who
are sick or experiencing difficult times. We will continue to name person's (first name
only) aloud each Sunday, and we will hold each name for a month. In order to keep our
list updated we ask that by the final Thursday of the month, but please call Janice
McEntire 717 264-3702 to keep the name on for an extra month. Any name can remain
for as long as desired, but we need to hear from the person adding the name, or we will
presume the name can be removed. Thank you for your understanding.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
April 8 - W&M 6pm
Council 7pm
9 - Christian Ed 7pm
10 - Qigong/Tai Chi 7pm
13 - Bowling at Nellie Fox 2:30pm

No Choir Practice on Thursday, we will resume practice on Thursday, 4/18.

Bowling & Pizza, Saturday, April 13 at Nellie Fox Bowling. Shoe sizing 2:30pm,
bowling 3:00-5:00pm, followed by Pizza at Vinnie’s along Route 11 in Marion. If
interested, you must sign up on the sign-up sheet.

If you are in need of pastoral care, please notify Pastor Mike Allwein at 717-357-3814.

Pastor Mike's Sunday Bible Study - Pastor Mike has been asked to use some of his
Bible Study time to talk about symbolism in the Bible. In both the Old Testament and the
New Testament, there is a lot of symbolism, much of it coming from the Jesish traditions
and culture of that day, and some of it (I think) from the creative mind of Jesus! Next
Sunday the theme of the Sunday Bible Study will be **Symbolism in the Bible.” Come
join us for this opportunity to get a look "behind the curtain™ of some of the language and
symbols used in the Bible! There are handouts with a list of Biblical Symbols we will be
talking about these next two weeks. These lists can be found in the back office next to
the copies of the Sunday sermon.

Please consider signing up for altar flowers for the 2024 calendar year. There are a lot
of available Sundays during the summer months.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship
space. Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one
up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.



The 2024 Chart for Altar flowers is in the office to the left when entering the front door
of the sanctuary. The cost of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to
provide Kimberly with the information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday
you choose. Include the cost of $50.00 with the bulletin information.

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School
students in need. Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and vegetable cups,
individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles of water, juice boxes, and
yahoo chocolate drink. Monetary donations are accepted as well, please write “power pack
meals” in the memo of your check.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.



