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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

JANUARY 21, 2024 
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January 21, 2024 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us 

the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins 

proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is 

arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at 

the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they 

have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

creator of darkness and light, 

word of truth, 

wind sweeping over the waters. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, 

that we might proclaim your good news to all. 

Amen. 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 

God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

You are God’s beloved. 

Amen. 
 

*Please stand, as able. 



*GATHERING SONG Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696) 

 
 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 *CANTICLE OF PRAISE Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715) 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 

your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM   Ain’-a That Good News? African American spiritual arr. Mark Patterson 

 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

 

A reading from Jonah. 
 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 

message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 

Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On 

whom should God have mercy?” 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, 

a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he 

cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of 

Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 

sackcloth. 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 

mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 62:5-12 

(Sung responsively between choir and congregation, beginning with the choir) 

 
 5For God alone I | wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope | is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.  

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 

  that power be- | longs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, 

however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, 

which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 

who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were 

not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy 

as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had 

no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia! Lord and Savior  

 
 

 

*GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 

gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will 

respond with repentance and faith. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” 

 

 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 

and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 

were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their 

father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON  "Loving Too Much!" 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: God of grace, C: receive our prayer. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



OFFERTORY In the Bleak Midwinter  Verse 3

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 

for all good things come from you. 

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table, 

that we receive what we seek 

and follow your Son, Jesus, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



*PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 

Come and see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the 

tray.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Gluten free wafers are 

available, ask the Pastor when you come forward. Please notify the Head Usher if you 

would appreciate receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, 

the Pastor and Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

Giver of every gift, 

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 

Raise us to life by your power 

for the benefit of all and to your glory, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG Go, Make Disciples (ELW 540) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173 
 



*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved. 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Pianist ........................................................................................................... Heidi Shenberger 

Head Usher ...................................................................................................... Ron Coldsmith 

Acolyte ................................................................................................................. Wayne Dale 

Lector .............................................................................................................. Janice McEntire 

Securing Offering ........................................................... Janice McEntire & Brian Coldsmith 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Ilona & Jerry Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Ilona & Jerry Laney 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Communion Assist .........................................................................................  Ron Coldsmith 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………44 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God.  

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Prayer requests for the following: Tim Tweedy, Missy Moreui, Becky Ensinger, Ron 

Bunting, Rose Wishard, Bobby Seilhamer, Sam Mull, Lilly Chiado, Bernie Harris, Phyllis 

Brehm, Catherine Plummer, Bonnie Hudson, Marty Wenger, Virginia Detwiler, Callie 

Mummert, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and 

Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda 

Wepking, Bill and Jane Brindle,  Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, 

Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian Nation, 

Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Please Be 

Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to 

have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office. 

 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

January 24 – Choir Practice 7PM 

              

Pastor Mike will be away next Sunday; therefore, there will be no Bible Study at 9:00am 

next Sunday.  

 

Help is needed to serve a dinner on Saturday, January 27, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. See sign-

up sheets on the bulletin board in the Sunday School Room. 

 

There will be a Congregation Meeting on February 25th after the worship service to 

approve the 2024 annual report. 

 

      Valentine Luncheon - Sunday, February 18 in the Fellowship Center following 

worship. Sponsored by Crusaders for Christ. Please join us for lunch, games, and fellowship! 

Chicken will be provided, and each family is asked to bring either a salad, side dish or 

dessert.  A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Sunday School room.  Please come and enjoy 

a fun Valentine's celebration.   

 

There are copies of the 2024 Church Directory located on the table in the Sunday School 

room for you to take home. 

 

The 2023 Annual Contribution Letters are in your mailboxes.  Please pick up your letter. 

The letters left in the mailboxes will be mailed. If your statement is incorrect, please contact 

Janice McEntire, Financial Secretary. 

 

Epiphany Jazz Worship – Frist Lutheran Church (43 W. Washington Street, 

Chambersburg, PA 17201) is pleased to invite you to worship with us on Sunday, February 

4 at 10:45 a.m. AS THE Buzz Jones Quintet from Gettysburg leads us in an Epiphany Jazz 

Liturgy and worship with Holy Communion on this day. Parking is available kitty-corner 

from the church in the Southgate Shopping Plaza. 

 

Please consider signing up for altar flowers for the 2024 calendar year.  There are a lot 

of available Sundays.  



Cancellation Notification.  In the event of inclement weather, Solomon’s will announce 

that our worship services are cancelled by sending an email to the entire membership who 

have email addresses.  Also, the phone message on the office phone at the church (717-267-

2266), will announce when services are cancelled.  On a weekend, this will be done by 

4:00pm Saturday.  If you receive an email notifying you of a cancellation and if you know 

a friend who does not have email, please contact them.  If the church office does not have 

your current email address, please let Kimberly in the church office know this as soon 

as possible, so it can be updated!  Above all, safety is our most important concern, so 

please do not take any unnecessary chances. 

 

We are looking for 2 volunteers to attend our Synod Assembly on June 1 at Trinity 

Lutheran Camp Hill.  Please call Ron Coldsmith if interested. 

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or 

to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please notify Pastor Mike Allwein at 717-357-3814. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  We conclude at 9:50 a.m., to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  If you cannot join us every week, please join us 

when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 

 

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship 

space.  Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one 

up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.  

 

The 2024 Chart for Altar flowers is in the office to the left when entering the front door 

of the sanctuary. The cost of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to 

provide Kimberly with the information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday 

you choose. Include the cost of $50.00 with the bulletin information.  

 

Power Pack Meals:  The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need.  Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and vegetable cups, 

individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles of water, juice boxes, and 

yahoo chocolate drink.  Monetary donations are accepted as well, please write “power pack 

meals” in the memo of your check. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 



JANUARY 21, 2024  
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

Repentance turns us to the power of 
God’s mercy. 
 
  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Mark 1:14-20  Jesus calls the first disciples  
Monday  Jonah 3:1-5, 10  Jonah goes to Nineveh  
Tuesday  1 Corinthians 7:29-31  Live without anxiety  
Wednesday  Isaiah 55:6-13  God’s ways are not our ways  
Thursday  Psalm 51:1-12  A prayer for forgiveness  
Friday  2 Corinthians 12:1-10  Paul’s visions  
Saturday  Psalm 62:5-12  God is powerful and kind  
Sunday  Mark 1:21-28  Jesus teaches in the synagogue  
  
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us. 
Psalm 62:8 (NRSV)  
 
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
God of steadfast love and mercy, help us to be open to the depth and breadth of your 
power of love that reaches others through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, just as you feed us with the life-giving power of this food, feed us with your 
love to care for others in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May the steadfast love of God give you peace. 

  
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

▪ Do you find it hard to love certain people? Explain.  

▪ What do you think about God showing love and mercy to people who upset you?  

 



HYMN OF THE WEEK  
O God of Mercy, God of Light 
 
DEVOTIONS  
Read: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 and 4:1-4.  
 
It is easy to get caught up in debates about whether or not Jonah was swallowed by a 
whale. We can miss the point—and the real miracle—of the whole book. Jonah ran away 
from God because God directed Jonah to preach repentance to the city of Nineveh. The 
great miracle in the book of Jonah is that Nineveh repented! The city was known as a 
corrupt, violent, and ungodly place. Jonah’s harsh warning that the city would be 
overthrown in forty days brought the people—including the king—to repentance. Jonah 
was displeased about this outcome. He knew the steadfast love and mercy of God and 
did not want it to be given to Nineveh. Jonah didn’t want God to love the people that 
Jonah didn’t love at all. The message in the book of Jonah for us is to stop despising the 
people God loves. God’s steadfast love is great. Even though we feel some do not deserve 
God’s love and mercy, they may receive it anyway. Our call to repentance is the same 
kind of turning away from a world as we want it and be open to the power of God’s 
kingdom to make all things new.  
Discuss: When have you been surprised to see the power of God’s love in the lives of 
those you felt were undeserving?  
Pray: God of abundant grace, help us to trust that your ways are not our ways and that 
your ways are filled with a love and mercy for all through your Son Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
SERVICE  
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme 
for this week, what can you do to extend God’s love to someone you dislike?  
 
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
We read about Jesus calling the first disciples in Mark 1:16-20. They were fisherman. The 

fish is an important Christian symbol. Each letter in the Greek spelling of the word “fish” 

(IXTHUS) begins a Greek word that stands for “Jesus Christ Son of God Savior.” During the 

early church, it was dangerous to be a Christian in some parts of the Roman Empire. 

Believers developed a code to reveal their faith to others who were Christian. One person 

would draw on the ground the upper half of a fish symbol. If the other person was a 

Christian, they would recognize this and add a second curve line to complete the drawing 

of a fish. Draw a simple fish design. Place it in a visible place in your home as a reminder 

of your faith in Jesus. 
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