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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation.”
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January 14, 2024
Baptism of Our Lord

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon
us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on
Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God'’s vision of justice and peace.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

*Please stand, as able.



*GATHERING SONG Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304)
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Text: E. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM "Wade in the Water (ELW 459)
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
A reading from Genesis.

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar
story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It
remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life.

‘In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 29
(Read responsively between women and men, beginning with the women)

Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LorD glo- ! ry and strength.
’Ascribe to the LorD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- ! ty of holiness.
“The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LoRb is a ! voice of splendor.
“The voice of the LORD breaks the ! cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
“the LorRD makes Lebanon skip ! like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
"The voice ! of the LORD
bursts forth in ! lightning flashes.
*The voice of the LorD ! shakes the wilderness;
the LoRD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
°The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the ! forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are | crying, “Glory!”
“The Lorp sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
"0 Lorp, give strength ! to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

A reading from Acts.

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John'’s baptism of repentance but
had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes
them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.

"While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. “He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there
is a Holy Spirit.” *Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered,
“Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” *On hearing
this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. “When Paul had laid his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
’altogether there were about twelve of them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia! Lord and Savior
Alleluia! Lord and Savior
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Text: Gracia Grindal, b. 1943

Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony. the one on whom the
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. “Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. °l
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” “In those days
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. *°And just as
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. **!And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with

you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“Stirring Waters!”




HYMN OF THE DAY Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453)
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv - er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956
Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY In the Bleak Midwinter Verse 3
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the

tray. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are
available, ask the Pastor when you come forward. Please notify the Head Usher if you
would appreciate receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar,
the Pastor and Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.



COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION HYMN Down Galilee's Slow Roadways (ACS 916)
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1 Down Gal - i - lee’s slow road-ways a  strang-er trav-eled on
2 A - rs-ing from the riv - er he saw the heav-ens torn;
3 We too have found a  road-way; it led us to this place.
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but there with-in the riv - er the sign was birth and grave.
“You are my own be - lov - ed, my child, my heart, my choice.”
“You are my own, my cho - sen, be - lov - ed of your Lord”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: MERLE’S TUNE, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.




*BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG God, Whose Almighty Word (ELW 673)
0) | , \

! . — . I [ | | I
I I | I I | | |
G
J ! N el L
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2 Christ, who once came to bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

INEEMIM PASTON ... Pastor Michael Allwein

Cell Phone NUMDET ..o 717-357-3814

o VLA [0 | =TS mallwein211@gmail.com
Church Office Email Address.........cccoeeviveiieeciec e, office@solomonslutheran.org
PHANIST ... e nes Heidi Shenberger
HEAA USNET ... e Ron Coldsmith
ACOIYEE e Norm Kuykendall
0T (o ) USRS UPR TR Patricia Yetter
Securing OFfering.......ccocvevieveciie e, Janice McEntire & Brian Coldsmith
ComMUNION SEE-UP....oiiieiii e llona & Jerry Laney
Communion Clean-UpP ........coooiiiiiiiececsc e llona & Jerry Laney
ComMUNION Bread .......cueveiiiieiie et Janice McEntire
COMMUNION ASSIST.....viiiieiie et see e e eeesreesreeenes Marjorie Dale
Coffee FElOWSHIP ..oovveie e Marjorie Dale & Tana Vance

Attendance last SUNAaY..........c.ooiiiiiii e

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God. Happy Birthday Rebekah &
Sarah Aldrich given by your family.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: Family and Friends of Harold Brake, Tim Tweedy,
Missy Moreui, Becky Ensinger, Ron Bunting, Rose Wishard, Bobby Seilhamer, Sam Mull,
Lilly Chiado, Bernie Harris, Phyllis Brehm, Catherine Plummer, Bonnie Hudson, Marty
Wenger, Virginia Detwiler, Callie Mummert, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Jim &
Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy
Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Bill and Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean
Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Linda
Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian Nation, Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer
request, please call Janice McEntire. Please Be Aware: If you would like to remain listed
on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from the list
before the end of the month, please call the office.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:

January 14 - Coffee Hour Fellowship after worship
16 - Social Ministry 7PM
18 - Choir Practice 7PM


mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

The 2023 Annual Contribution Letters are in your mailboxes. Please pick up your
letter. The letters left in the mailboxes will be mailed. If your statement is incorrect, please
contact Janice McEntire, Financial Secretary.

Please consider signing up for altar flowers for the 2024 calendar year. There are a lot
of available Sundays.

We are looking for 2 volunteers to attend our Synod Assembly on June 1 at Trinity
Lutheran Camp Hill. Please call Ron Coldsmith if interested.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

If you are in need of pastoral care, please notify Pastor Mike Allwein at 717-357-3814.
Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning
at 9:00am. We conclude at 9:50, in order to prepare for worship. We look at one of the
Scripture texts for the following Sunday. If you cannot join us every week, please join us
when you are able! The Bible is our Book of Faith!

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship
space. Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one
up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.

The 2024 Chart for Altar flowers is in the office to the left when entering the front door
of the sanctuary. The cost of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to
provide Kimberly with the information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday
you choose. Include the cost of $50.00 with the bulletin information.

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School
students in need. Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and vegetable cups,
individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles of water, juice boxes, and
yahoo chocolate drink. Monetary donations are accepted as well, please write “power pack
meals” in the memo of your check.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.



JANUARY 14, 2024
BAPTISM OF OUR LORD . taki ngT

faith
home

God reaches out to us through Jesus.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Mark 1:4-11 The baptism of Jesus

Monday Genesis 1:1-5 God creates light

Tuesday Acts 19:1-7 Paul baptizes in Ephesus
Wednesday Matthew 28:16-20 The commissioning of the disciples
Thursday Psalm 145:14-21 The Lord is kind and merciful
Friday 1John 3:11-24 Love one another

Saturday Psalm 29 The voice of God in the storm
Sunday John 1:43-51 Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
And just as he [Jesus] was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. Mark 1:10 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

God of heaven and earth, we thank you for reaching out to us through Jesus’ baptism so
that your Spirit may rest on all of us with forgiveness and grace. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, you care for all that you create. We thank you for your power and glory that
provides us food from the earth so that we may live in peace. Amen. (Psalm 29)

A Blessing to Give:
May the Holy Spirit bless you as God’s beloved child.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
= [PITalk or reflect on a baptism that you witnessed.

= Do you believe that baptism is a life-changing event? Explain.
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DEVOTIONS home

Read: Mark 1:4-11.

Jesus’ baptism takes place in the context of a very important scene. John the baptizer is
preaching repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Huge crowds are drawn out to the
wilderness to listen to John, where he baptizes and cleanses them from their broken
lives. It is a time of truth telling that touches many lives. This happens in the wilderness,
not in the center of political, economic, or religious powers like Jerusalem. It’s a place on
the edge, a place of vulnerability where surviving is not easy. Jesus’ baptism happensin a
life and death setting filled with hope for the future. After his baptism, Jesus sees the
heavens torn apart and a divine voice announces Jesus as God’s Son and the Beloved (v.
11). In Jesus, God is coming down from heaven to be with us through the Spirit that
descended to be with Jesus, and through Jesus, to be with us. Jesus’ baptism is the first
story in the Gospel, and, therefore, has particular importance. It reveals God coming into
our world through Jesus, the Son of God, bringing forgiveness and the promise of the
Holy Spirit.

Discuss: How has God “come down” into your life?

Pray: Loving God, you who reach out to us through Jesus and his baptism in the
wilderness, give us confidence to trust that you have come for us with forgiveness and
grace. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and the
theme for this week, how can you help someone who feels alone?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Christian baptism ushers in a new life in Christ that involves daily repentance and
forgiveness.

To emphasize the daily renewal we experience in baptism, begin the day by making the

sign of the cross on your forehead or over your heart and say: “In the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, | am a beloved child of God.”
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