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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
JANUARY 7, 2024


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

Sunday, January 7, 2024
Epiphany of Our Lord

The feast of Epiphany (“‘manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season With a
celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians,
that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided
the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed
and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ,
sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,

the Word made flesh,

our life and our salvation.

Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior,
let us confess our sin.

God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people,
and call us to be messengers of your peace.

We confess that too often we hoard our joy,

our resources, and our security.

We nurture conflict and build barriers.

We neglect the needs of our neighbors

and ignore the groaning of creation.

Have mercy on us.

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.
Where we are reluctant, give us courage.

Where we are cynical, restore our trust.

Renew us with your grace

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.
Amen.

Hear the good news:

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

In ++ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth

shall know the salvation of God.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275)
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
A reading from lIsaiah.

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s
presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade
will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God'’s praise.

'Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
’For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LorD will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.
*Nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
“Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
°Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
°A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
(Read responsively between women and men, beginning with the women)

'Give the king your jus- ! tice, O God,
and your righteousness to ! the king’s son;

’that he may rule your ! people righteously
and the | poor with justice;

“that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
and the ! hills, in righteousness.

“Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor.

*May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation ! to another.

°Let him come down like rain upon ! the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.

"In his time may the ! righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.

'“May the kings of Tarshish and of the ! isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba ! offer gifts.

“'May all kings bow | down before him,
and all the nations | do him service.

?For the king delivers the poor who cry out ! in distress,
the oppressed, and those who | have no helper.

*He has compassion on the low- ! ly and poor,
and preserves the lives | of the needy.

“From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives,
and precious is their blood !'in his sight.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
A reading from Ephesians.

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel
ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of
God'’s promised salvation.

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
*for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for
you, “and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few
words, “a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: °that is, the Gentiles
have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.



'Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. “Although | am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ,
“and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things; ‘°so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might
now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. **This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, *?in
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia! Lord and Savior
Alleluia! Lord and Savior
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Text: Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

Text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king.
Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *“When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to
be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

°‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””



"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. °Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also
go and pay him homage.” “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. *"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
'0On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. *?And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they left for their own country by another road.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON “Another Road!”
HYMN OF THE DAY As with Gladness Men of Old (ELW 302)
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-'ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whomheav’'n and earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY In the Bleak Midwinter Verse 3
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fext: Choiating Oeorging Bosseid, 18 350-1804
Musiv: CRANHAM, Gustaw Hulst, 187441934

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Glory to God in the highest!
Come to the table of peace.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the

tray. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are
available, ask the Pastor when you come forward. Please notify the Head Usher if you
would appreciate receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar,
the Pastor and Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG

9]

b4 p— I . . | | | I

y 4N | | | | | | !I d| J'\.I -él_- -‘I_
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have

9] . .

)’4 J— | I ' | | | |
t——1— 17— — — — —g ' =
\/ . -

mer - Cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
N o, \ T I
V4 I R — | | [
VAW | |
S — o e e T ™ B i ™
ANIV4 | ot | e | |
J -d-' T ———

world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a -
N
) — N . I
o e—1 o4 | .S i o — —
7 = Siee S

way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



COMI\ﬁIUNION HYMN When a Star Is S

hining (ACS 915)
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COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

F C/E F Dm Dm/F Gm Gm? Gm C

e ==
G S — R S RO i A S
[y & - _w & ’ ~ [4 o LLOT A 4 =
Let there  be praise, let there be joy in our  hearts.
ra ] D - I - —ﬁ =
LTS 2l T=n ; . = Y= L
SR s EmE S e —
- o | | Ga—— 7 =

Esm?  Eb Csusi C

./-—\‘

H 1 | | 1 ]

| ey F i :

4 T L g PN T

- x 0 o s

| p pT
Sing to the Lomd, give God the gio Ty. gio - ¢

LD
>
BEL YR
W
|t d %.¢
By
I
Q
:?i
_?U )
g
v

\
il
i |

i { ; L i 1%4
F C/E F Dm Dr/F Gm  Gm? Gm C
}(O { i 1 ; i ?’\ 1] E . ’:r\' l’
_\_u il—r' = 4 ﬁ“ﬁ:‘{ — ) <
g e & Ty ¥ @ w_w ©
' Let there be  praise, let there be joy in our hearts.
| N | e v s | o O
R o TR I N " el 14 5 G|
* s i y
A= e o ]
t ——
Am Am Dm Dm/F Gm F/A By FiIC C7 F
N e e
t o } e i | ) E B e
o = S E = s
: “For-&v - er-more let his love £l the air, and --let there be praise.
N Y TS T
e e s S
4 I ) [ i f e T
] = ]

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our redeemer,

you have fed us at this table

with gifts of grace, truth, and life.

As you have gathered us in joy,

send us forth as messengers of your peace.

Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor
Amen.

and ++ give you peace.

SENDING SONG Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671)
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:
DISMISSAL

Christ the Savior is born!

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

Thanks be to God.



EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY

INEEIIM PASTON ... e Pastor Michael Allwein

Cell Phone NUMDET ..o 717-357-3814

e LA [0 | =TT mallwein211@gmail.com
Church Office Email Address.........cccoveeveeiiiee i, office@solomonslutheran.org
PHANIST ... nnes Heidi Shenberger
HEA USNET ...t srre e sneee s Ron Coldsmith
N ol0] |V (- SR OUTRTSPR Wayne Dale
=T od (o ] USSP Bonney Coldsmith
SECUNNG OFFEIING .. .eeiie e Janice McEntire
ComMMUNION SEE-UP...eiiieiiiie e llona & Jerry Laney
Communion Clean-Up ........cooviiiiiiiccccce e llona & Jerry Laney
CommuNION Bread .......cccoveevieiinnenin s, Janice McEntire & Brian Coldsmith
COMMUNION ASSIST...uiiiiieiee ittt e e ae e sbe e reesreeanes Marjorie Dale
Coffee FEHOWSHIP ..ocvveeccccc e Marjorie Dale & Tana Vance
Attendance [ast Sunday...........oooiiiiii i e 76

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: Tim Tweedy, Missy Moreui, Becky Ensinger, Ron
Bunting, Rose Wishard, Bobby Seilhamer, Sam Mull, Lilly Chiado, Bernie Harris, Phyllis
Brehm, Catherine Plummer, Bonnie Hudson, Marty Wenger, Virginia Detwiler, Callie
Mummert, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and
Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda
Wepking, Bill and Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock,
Ina Shreiner, Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt,
Ukrainian Nation, Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice
McEntire. Please Be Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list,
or if you would like to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month,
please call the office.


mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
January 7 - Coffee Hour Fellowship after worship
8 - Council 7PM
11 - Choir Practice 7PM

Please consider signing up for altar flowers for the 2024 calendar year. There are a lot
of available Sundays.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom or
to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

If you are in need of pastoral care, please notify Pastor Mike Allwein at 717-357-3814.
Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning
at 9:00am. We conclude at 9:50, in order to prepare for worship. We look at one of the
Scripture texts for the following Sunday. If you cannot join us every week, please join us
when you are able! The Bible is our Book of Faith!

Copies of today’s sermon can be found in the office room at the rear of the worship
space. Pick one up before service if this will be helpful in hearing the sermon; or, pick one
up to take home if you wish to use it reflect on throughout this upcoming week.

The 2024 Chart for Altar flowers is in the office to the left when entering the front door
of the sanctuary. The cost of the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to
provide Kimberly with the information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday
you choose. Include the cost of $50.00 with the bulletin information.

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School
students in need. Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and vegetable cups,
individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles of water, juice boxes, and
yahoo chocolate drink. Monetary donations are accepted as well, please write “power pack
meals” in the memo of your check.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.
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EPIPHANY BIBLE READINGS
Take time to read and reflect on these Bible passages as part of your Epiphany
observances.

Saturday

Isaiah 60:1-6 Crowds coming to Jerusalem
Ephesians 3:1-12 Paul’s mission to the Gentiles
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Prayer to guide the king
Matthew 2:1-12 The visit of the wise men

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR EPIPHANY

In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have
become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel. Ephesians 3:5-6 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for Epiphany:

God of the nations, unite your church through your rule of justice and mercy so that all
may see your grace through Jesus Christ born in Bethlehem. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, may this gift of food remind us of your daily care for us and all those in need
through Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem to be our Savior. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the light of Christ shine brightly in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
= Give examples of times or places when unity is important.

= How is the unity of the church consistent with God’s mission of reconciliation in
Christ?
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DEVOTIONS
Read: Ephesians 3:1-12.

The wise men from the east are a central part of Epiphany. They represent the world far
from the Jewish and biblical center of Israel and Jerusalem. They do not know the God of
Israel. They follow the stars, not the Scriptures. Epiphany reminds us that the good news
of Jesus is to reach all the world. Ephesians truly grasps this message. The unity of Jews
and Gentiles reveals what Jesus’ saving work is about. Ephesians sees the unity of the
church as the very example of the gospel. Gentiles are now “fellow heirs, members of the
same body” (v. 6). God’s epiphany or self-revelation is centered on Jesus who has come
for all to know and to receive the “gift of God’s grace” (v. 7). Unity was a very real
challenge to the New Testament church. Tensions existed between communities of
Jewish and Gentile Christians. The church today is to hear and respond to that same
message of one body in Christ. All Christians share equally in God’s mission.

Discuss: How do you think honoring all believers as equal recipients of God’s grace
contributes to the mission of the church?

Pray: Loving God, your message of grace and peace shines brightly for all. Give us faith
to boldly be part of the one body and mission of the church through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Bible Readings and theme for
Epiphany, how can you reach out to those different from you with care and support ?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

For centuries Epiphany Day was the second most important church festival, even more
important than Christmas. The church celebrates the time when Jesus was made known
to the wider world through the visit of the wise men (Magi). Epiphany is also associated
with the blessing of homes as a place to welcome friends and strangers. The Magi
followed a star that led them to Jesus. In remembrance of this journey, light a candle
during your devotional time to symbolize Jesus as the light of the world and to remind
you of the star the Magi followed to the Christ child. Say this blessing: Lord Jesus, light
this room and our lives with your presence. Amen.
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