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November 26, 2023 

Christ the King 
 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful 

are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the 

first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 

gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation 

of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be 

known in our loving words and deeds. 
 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be God, 

the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

Amen. 
 

Let us bow before God in humility, 

confessing our sin. 
 

Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, 

yet we fail to follow you. 

We are overwhelmed 

by the world’s violence and suffering. 

We are afraid to risk what we have 

for the sake of others. 

For the harm we have caused, 

known and unknown, forgive us. 

For the unjust demands we place on others 

and your creation, forgive us. 

For the ways we turn away 

from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

Lead us back to you 

and set us on the right path; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, 

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855) 

 
 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Sung Twice) He Is Exalted (W&P 55)  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit 

the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to 

serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



CHOIR ANTHEM You, Lord, are Both Lamb and Shepherd 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will 

assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over them a shepherd-

messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 

11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek 

out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a 

day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 

from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 

mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will 

feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; 

there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 

down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 

bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. 

I will feed them with justice. 

 20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep 

and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the 

weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my 

flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 

servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a 

(Sung responsively between choir and congregation, beginning with the choir) 

 
 

1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 

 2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 

  and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 



 3For you, LORD, | are a great God, 

  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 

 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 

  the heights of the hills are | also yours.  

 5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 

  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 

 6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 

  let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. 

 7aFor the LORD
| is our God, 

  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand.  

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 

A reading from Ephesians. 

 

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from 

the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire 

universe, now and in the age to come. 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I 

pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 

come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 

for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Open Our Eyes, Lord (W&P 113) 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: 

what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered 

before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 

from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then 

the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry 

and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 

care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, 

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 

something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 



naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 

visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to 

those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 

you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also 

will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 

sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And 

these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  "Thrift Store King!" 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us (ELW 431) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart (Hopkins) (W&P 35)  

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of power, God of plenty, 

all things belong to you. 

We bring your gifts to the table, 

that all might be fed. 

Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

C/D  mn D  m/C 

Gm  F/AF/Bb C 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Jesus invites you to this table. 

Come, eat and live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 

 

 



HYMN AFTER COMMUNION The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502) 

 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 SONG AFTER COMMUNION We Rejoice in the Grace of God (W&P 151) 

 
Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Blessed be your name, O God, 

for we have feasted on your Word, 

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 

Strengthened by this food, 

send us to gather the world to your banquet, 

where none are left out and all are satisfied. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 



SENDING SONG Rejoice, for Christ Is King! (ELW 430) 

 
 

SENDING IN SERVICE 

 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 
 
 

Interim Pastor ..................................................................................... Pastor Michael Allwein 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3814 

     Email Address ........................................................................... mallwein211@gmail.com 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Linda Berberich 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Lector .................................................................................................................. Kathy Bowen 

Securing Offering ................................................................. Wayne Dale & Brian Coldsmith 

Communion Set-Up........................................................................... Marjorie & Wayne Dale 

Communion Clean-Up ....................................................... Linda Berberich & Kathy Bowen 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Linda Berberich 

Communion Assist ...........................................................................................  Marjorie Dale 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………49 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God.  
 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 
 

Prayer requests for the following: Tim Tweedy, Missy Moreui, Becky Ensinger, Ron 

Bunting, Rose Wishard, Bobby Seilhamer, Sam Mull, Lilly Chiado, Bernie Harris, Phyllis 

Brehm, Catherine Plummer, Bonnie Hudson, Marty Wenger, Virginia Detwiler, Callie 

Mummert, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and 

Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda 

Wepking, Bill and Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, 

Ina Shreiner, Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, 

Ukrainian Nation, Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice 

McEntire. Please Be Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, 

or if you would like to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, 

please call the office. 
 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

November 30 – Choir Practice 7PM 

December    1 – Antietam Battlefield Illumination 9:15AM 

                   

If you are in need of pastoral care, please notify Pastor Mike Allwein at 717-357-3814. 

 

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom 

or to where you would like them donated. Thanks. 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Pastor Mike is providing copies of his sermon to assist any individual who may be 

having a difficult time hearing clearly the sermon. Copies can be found on the counter 

in the room on the left when you come in the church door at the back of the worship 

space.  Please feel free to take one, either before worship, or pick one up on the way out to 

reflect on throughout the coming week. 

 

To the congregation of Solomon’s:  I’m writing this with my sincere thanks to all who has 

sent cards and prayers my way these past few months.  I’m hopefully nearing the end of my 

treatments and am looking forward to the day I’m given the OK to resume life as before.  I 

feel so blessed to have a church family like Solomon’s walking with me through this 

challenging time of my life.  Hope to see you all soon.  We walk in faith!  Sam Mull 

 

Spiritrust Lutheran Chambersubrg Auxiliary is inviting all to participate in the annual 

Angels of Love Christmas Tree.  A contribution of $10 per person will dedicate an angel 

for the tree in honor or memory of a friend, family or loved one.  The tree will be located in 

the lobby at the Inn at Luther Ridge.  Funds raised will help provide care to those who can't 

pay and other needs at Luther Ridge and in the community.  Pamphlets are located at the 

mailboxes.  Any questions or to turn in your contribution see Becky Pecha.  We appreciate 

your contributions. 

 

Janice McEntire is working on the 2024 contribution envelopes.  Please let her know 

whether or not you would like to receive the envelopes.   

 

Sunday Morning Bible Study - Pastor Mike 's Bible study is held every Sunday, beginning 

at 9:00am.  We conclude at 9:50, in order to prepare for worship.  We look at one of the 

Scripture texts for the following Sunday.  Copies of the reading, in addition to a handout, 

can be found on the table in the SS room in a tray marked "Bible Study."  If you cannot join 

us every week, please join us when you are able!  The Bible is our Book of Faith! 
 

Christmas Party Luncheon – Sunday December 10, 2023, after Church.  Everyone is 

invited.  Sign-up sheet in the Sunday School room.  Menu:  Make your own Pizza, Veggie 

Tray, Chips, Cookies & Ice-Cream, Punch, Coffee, Hot Tea & Water.   Join us for good 

food & fellowship.  

 

Power Pack Meals:  The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School 

students in need starting in September.  Please consider donating individual serving size 

fruit and vegetable cups, individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles 

of water, juice boxes, and yahoo chocolate drink.  Monetary donations are accepted as well, 

please write “power pack meals” in the memo of your check. 

 

 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER 26, 2023  
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 

 
  

Jesus calls his followers to acts of mercy. 

 
  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Matthew 25:31-46  The sheep and the goats  
Monday  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  God, the true shepherd  
Tuesday  Ephesians 1:15-23  Paul’s prayer  
Wednesday  1 Corinthians 5:1-11  Spiritual gifts  
Thursday  Joshua 24:14-28  Always be faithful to the Lord  
Friday  1 Peter 5:1-11  Tending the flock of God  
Saturday  Psalm 95:1-7a  Worship and obey the Lord  
Sunday  Mark 13:24-37  When the Son of Man appears  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! For he is 
our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Psalm 95:6-7a 
(NRSV)  
 
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Almighty God, give us eyes to see you and to worship you with our love and service to 
others for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, we thank you for creating the earth to be fruitful and satisfy our needs for food 
and shelter, community and peace. In the name of Christ, amen.  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May Christ the King give you peace and courage for each day. 

 
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

▪ What are some duties a shepherd has to do to care for the sheep?  

▪ Jesus is called the Good Shepherd. Why do you think he is called this?  



HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 

 
DEVOTIONS  
Read: Matthew 25:31-46.  
 
In the ancient Near East, the reference to shepherd (v.32) was a reference to the king, 
the one responsible to care for the people. In the Old Testament, the kings of Israel and 
Judah usually failed their role as the shepherd who ruled with justice for the poor. In 
Ezekiel, the Lord takes back the role of king and shepherds the people to safety with the 
promise of a new shepherd king in the line of David. For the church that shepherd is 
Jesus, the Son of Man. He comes as judge and as shepherd to separate sheep from goats, 
the ones who do the will of God and those who do not. The surprise in this reading is that 
the sheep don’t even know they are sheep. They ask when it was that they acted with 
compassion as though they were serving the Son of Man. The surprising joy is that acts of 
love and mercy happen even—or especially—when the sheep (followers of Jesus) are not 
aware of their actions that love others. Following Jesus leads to a life filled with acts of 
compassion for the poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and the 
imprisoned.  
Discuss: Where have you seen God’s kingdom through people’s actions that show love 
and mercy?  
Pray: God of justice and mercy, we pray for your reign to be visible in us that the world 
may know your care for the poor and others in need through Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen.  
 
SERVICE  
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this 
week, how might you serve the stranger and others who need care?  
 
 RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
November 26th is the last Sunday in this church year. Think or talk about your 
involvement in the ministries of the church in the past year. Consider these questions: 
What were the highlights? In what ways did you grow in your faith? How did you share 
your faith with others? Take a moment to consider in what ways you will serve in the 
congregation and the community in the coming year.  
Pray: God of glory and might, we give thanks that you are our God and that we are the 

sheep in your hand through Christ our Lord. (Psalm 95:7a) 
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