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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation."”

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 15, 2023


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

October 15, 2023
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In
Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In
our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God
which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to
share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,

=+ Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility,
confessing our sin.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG God Extends an Invitation: Nuestro Padre nos invita (ELW 486)
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Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923

Music: NUESTRO PADRE, Miria T. Kolling
Spanish and English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.
Music © Miria T. Kolling.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life
with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just,

and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



CHOIR ANTHEM Come to the Table

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9

A reading from lsaiah.

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays
a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a
monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges
celebration of this victory of salvation.

'O Lorb, you are my God;
| will exalt you, | will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
’For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
*Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
°the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

°On this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
'And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
®he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LoRD has spoken.
°It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 23
(Sung responsively between choir and congregation, beginning with the choir)
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

‘The Lorp! is my shepherd;

| shall not ! be in want.

’The LorD makes me lie down !'in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.

*You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.

“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | LorD forever.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9
A reading from Philippians.

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians
to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God'’s peace is with us
and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us
do not seem peaceful.

My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind
in the Lord. *Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of
my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ‘And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. ®Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. “Keep on
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God
of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Open Our E
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all,
but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

‘Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ““The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. “Again he
sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come
to the wedding banquet.” °But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm,
another to his business, ‘while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.
"The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. “Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.
°Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’
“Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and



bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

1“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not
wearing a wedding robe, *?and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a
wedding robe?” And he was speechless. “*Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” *“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON REV.HERB SPOMER

HYMN OF THE DAY We Eat the Bread of Teaching (ELW 518)
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997
Music: WISDOM'S FEAST, Jerry Ray Brubaker, b. 1946
Text and music © 1998 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY Create in Me a Clean Heart (Hopkins) (W&P 35)
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of power, God of plenty,

all things belong to you.

We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.



COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG
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HYMN AFTER COMMUNION Come, Let Us Eat (ELW 491)
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Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.
Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Federation; text st. 4 and music adapt. © 1972 Cortemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION We Rejoice in the Grace of God (W&P 151)
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What a  joy to know the grace of God!

Text: Steve Cook and Vicki Cook
Music: WE REJOICE IN THE GRACE, Steve Cook and Vicki Cook

Textand music © 1988 Intcgrily’s Hosanna! Music and PI2I Music (ASCAP). Al rights reserved. International © sceured.

Duplication in any form prohibiled withoul permission or valid license [rom copyright administrator.

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God,

for we have feasted on your Word,

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SE(I)\IDING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632)
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O God, our help in a- ges past, our hope for years to come,
Un - der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
Be - fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
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SENDING IN SERVICE

Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Jay Hunter,
beloved husband and father given by his family.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: Becky Ensminger, Ron Bunting, Rose Wishard, Bobby
Seilhamer, Sam Mull, Lilly Chiado, Bernie Harris, Phyllis Brehm, Catherine Plummer,
Bonnie Hudson, Marty Wenger, Virginia Detwiler, Callie Mummert, Matthew, Lexi and
Brooke Bowen, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb Weaver, Tina Smith,
Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Bill and Jane Brindle,
Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, Genny Grant,
Frances Kramer, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian Nation, Peace for the
World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Please Be Aware: If
you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your
name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
October 17 - Social Ministry 7PM
19 - Choir Practice 7PM

A special thank you to Rev. Herb Spomer for filling in as supply pastor this morning.

If you are in need of pastoral care, please notify Ron Coldsmith, Council President.
Pastor Jane Nicholson, pastor of First Lutheran, Chambersburg, has agreed to provide this
care for Solomon's until such time as an interim or settled pastor is called to serve.

Praise God! Hallelujah! Pastor Michael Allwein will be our part-time interim pastor
beginning November 5. Please come out to welcome him back.

If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, the following Sundays in November are still
available: 11/12, 11/19, & 11/26.

If you are not taking your altar flowers home, please let Kathy Bowen know to whom
or to where you would like them donated. Thanks.

Per our Oct 3 zoom meeting, we set Sunday Nov 19 at 5PM for our joint Thanksgiving
Service to be held at New Franklin Assembly of God Church. Everyone is invited and
please bring finger food to share. Blessings, Ron Coldsmith.



The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary invites you to dine out at MOD
Pizza located at 917 Norland Ave, Chambersburg on Sunday, October 15™. Simply
bring in the fundraiser flyer, or order online through the MOD app or website using the
code MODGIVES20 and MOD will donate 20% of your bill to the auxiliary. All proceeds
support SpiriTrust Lutheran, The Village at Luther Ridge and SpiriTrust Lutheran Home
Care & Hospice in Franklin County.

Solomon’s Relay for Life Team: Is having a Hammer & Stain Fundraiser — “Stained Resin
Wine Glasses or Metal Tumblers Workshop” on Sunday, October 22, 2023 from 1:30 pm —
3:30 pm at: Hammer & Stain, 31 South Main Street, Chambersburg. Go on-line to register
& pay at: hammerstainchambersburg.com. Scroll down on the home page until you see
our listing. — “Click on” 10/22/23 Relay for Life Solomon’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fundraiser; then you pick which item you want to make; pay directly on the site. Sign-up
deadline is October 8, 2023. If you have any questions please see Becky Mull or Zoe
Mummert. Snacks and Water will be provided. Join us for a fun afternoon!

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School
students in need starting in September. Please consider donating individual serving size
fruit and vegetable cups, individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles
of water, juice boxes, and yahoo chocolate drink. Monetary donations are accepted as well,
please write “power pack meals” in the memo of your check.

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg auxiliary has discount cards available for $5.00.
Cards are good until Sept. 1, 2024. All proceeds go to support programs at Luther
Ridge. Lots of great places to save. See Bonney Coldsmith, Marjorie Dale, Becky Pecha,
or Frances Reichard if you'd like to have a card.

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for July — December 2023 are on the bulletin board
in the Sunday School room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a
monthly basis. If you can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month
with someone else. Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill
a chosen date, please call someone to take your place. Let Kimberly in the office know so
the bulletin and newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help
provide opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the
schedule for each month in the newsletter.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.
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Paul offers a guide for our life together.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 22:1-14 Parable of the wedding feast
Monday Isaiah 25:1-9 A prayer of thanks to God
Tuesday Philippians 4:1-9 Paul encourages his coworkers
Wednesday Acts 2:43-47 Life among believers

Thursday 1 Peter 5:1-11 Tending the flock of God
Friday 2 Timothy 1:1-7 Timothy’s spiritual background
Saturday Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd
Sunday Matthew 22:15-22 The question of paying taxes

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
“Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you. Philippians 4:9 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Dear God, give us your peace that we may live together as a community of faith with
compassion and confidence through Jesus Christ, our Shepherd and Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this meal, a sign of your care for us that knows no end
through Christ Jesus our Lord and Shepherd. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the goodness and mercy of God follow you all the days of your life. (Psalm 23:6)

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
= |s there a friend or relative who thinks and acts similar to you? Explain.

= How does faith in Jesus guide and influence the way we live with others?
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Read: Philippians 4:1-9.

Two women who have worked side by side with Paul are urged to “be of the same mind
in the Lord” (v. 2). Paul does not explain his specific concerns. They are co-workers in the
gospel and need help from the community. What Paul urges is that they face whatever
the issue may be with the mind, the attitude, of Christ. Paul describes the mind of Christ
with words like rejoicing, prayer, and thanksgiving. All of this leads to the peace of God. In
our own time, we in the church are co-workers, and yet we, too, need help to live
together in peace. Paul’s message leads us to pursue our issues with one another with
truth, honor, justice, purity, excellence, and praise. Simply put, the gospel leads us to
remember and pursue what is commendable for our life together, not on what divides us.
Paul emphasizes that his words are worth thinking about again and again.

Discuss: How can reflecting on the mind of Christ help you receive the peace of God as
you live with others in the church?

Pray: God of peace, help us to see each other with the mind of Christ that we may live
with one another in peace and with honor and justice for all through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this
week, in what ways can you show humility and gentleness toward others this week?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Psalm 23 is the shepherd David’s song to God and one of the most well-known scriptures

in the Bible. David likens how a shepherd cares for sheep to how God loves each one of
us. Draw or make a sheep using cotton, cardboard, glue, and crayons/markers. Think or
talk about ways a shepherd cares for sheep and then about how God cares for you. Pray:
Lord, thank you for caring for me and leading me with love. Amen.
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