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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 13, 2023
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August 13, 2023
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus
says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the
calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the
refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a
sign of God’s presence to others.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.
Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of ++ Jesus Christ.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632)
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1 O God, our help a - ges past, our hope for years to come,

2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be - fore the hills i or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,

4 A thou-sand in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi- cient i arm a - lone, and our de-{fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord (ELW 821)
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My Je - sus, my Sav-ior, Lord, there is none like you.
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All of my days I want to praise  the won-ders of your might-y  love.
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My com - fort, my shel-ter, tow-er of ref - uge and strength;
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let ev-ry breath, all that I am nev-er cease to wor-ship you.
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Shout to the Lord, all the earth; let us sing pow-er and maj - es-ty, praise
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to the King. Moun-tains bow down and the seas  will roar  at the
0w #
D I L—— P— I ) P T T T e
y 4 i — A —
!%3 i e i‘_ﬁtﬁim‘ﬂ
~— |
sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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for - ev-er I'll love you, for-ev - er TI'll stand.
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Noth-ing com-pares to the prom -ise I have in you.

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965
Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech

Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
A reading from 1 Kings.

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God'’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.”
God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are
still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his
OWN SUCCESSOF.

°At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
“He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

"He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; *“and after the earthquake a
fire, but the LoRD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. **When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
“He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” **Then the LORD said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. *°Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. *’"Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. **Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13
(Sung responsively between women and men, beginning with the women.)
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°I will listen to what the Lorb! God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
“Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell !'in our land.
'OSteadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have ! kissed each other.
"Faithfulness shall spring up ! from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
?The Lorb will indeed ! grant prosperity,
and our land will I yield its increase.
“Righteousness shall go be- ! fore the LorRD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15
A reading from Romans.

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift
received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates
our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable
component of God’s saving actions.

"Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” °But the righteousness that comes from faith says,
“Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down)
"“or “Who will descend into the abyss?’ > (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). °But
what does it say?

“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); “because if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. ‘°For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. ' The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” *’For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. **For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” **But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? “>And how are they to proclaim him unless they are
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,”” who fail
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples
when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

“?[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea
of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.”>And after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, “*but by
this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. “And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. °But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out in fear. ?’But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do
not be afraid.”

“*Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
*‘He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
toward Jesus. *°But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning
to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” *Jesus immediately reached out his hand and
caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” **When they got into
the boat, the wind ceased. **And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are
the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BARB



HYMN OF THE DAY Ask the Complicated Questions (ACS 1005)
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1 Ask the com - pli - cat - ed ques - tions.
2 Seek the dis - con - cert - ing an - swers,
3 Knock on doors of new i - de - as,
4 For in strug - gle we dis - cov - er
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Do not fear to be found out; for our God makes
fol - low where the Spir - it  blows; test com - pet - ing
test as - sump - tions long grown stale, for Christ calls from
truth both sim - ple and pro - found; in the knock-ing,
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strong our weak-ness, forg - ing faith in fires  of doubt.
truths for wis - dom, for in ten - sion new life  grows.
shores of won-der, dar - ingus to try and fail.
ask - ing, seek-ing, we are 0 - pened, an - swered, found.
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring (ELW 691)
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to placeup-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho -ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
OFFERING PRAYER

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the

tray. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are
available, ask the Pastor when you come forward. Please notify the Head Usher if you
would appreciate receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar,
the Pastor and Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208)
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

HYMN DURING COMMUNION Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773)
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1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, lfet me  stand,
2 When my way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin - ger  near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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I am  ftired, I am  weak, I am worn.
when my  life is al -  most ..  gone,
and the day is past and . . . gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the rv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993 PRECIOUS LORD
Music: George N. Allen, 1812~1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey Irregular

Textand rausic £ 1938, (966 Unichappel] ¥usic Inc., admin. Hal Leonucd Corp.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538)
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En - via - do soy de Dios, mi ma - no lis - taes - td
The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give,
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to make of all the earth a bet - ter place to live.
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Los dn - ge - les no son en - via-dos a cam - biar
The an - gels are not  sent in - to our world of pain
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un mun - do de do - lor por un mun-do me - jor;
to do what we were meant to do in Je - sus’ name;
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me ha to - ca-doa mi ha - cer - lo vrea - li - dad.
that falls to you and me and all who are made free.
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A - yi-da-me Se - for aha - cer tu vo -lun - tad.
Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763)
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1 My life flowson in end-less song; a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu - mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3  What thoughmy joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan I keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he giv - eth.
All  things are mine since 1 am his! Howcan [ keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earthhow can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.

SENDING IN SERVICE

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

] (0] S PSPPSR Rev. Barb Barry
Cell Phone NUMDEE ... e 717-357-3150
Email AdAress.......ccoooiiiiiie e Pastor@solomonslutheran.org

Church Office Email Address.......ccccvevvvieniniie e office@solomonslutheran.org

(@] 0T 1011 RS OUOTITSR Doug Mummert

HEAA USNEE ... e Martie Veilleux

F N ol0] |V (- SR OUSPRSPSR Sam Mull

0T (o ) USRS UPR TR Patricia Yetter

Securing OFfering.......cccovvvvi e, Wayne Dale & Norm Kuykendall

ComMUNION SEE-UP....oiiieiii e llona & Jerry Laney

Communion Clean-UpP ........coooiiiiiiiececsc e llona & Jerry Laney

(000 101000 0T Lo g1 =] =T o ST Ilona Laney

COMMUNION ASSISE....eveieieiieee e llona Laney & Becky Mull

Attendance 1ast SUNAay.........ooiiiiiii e 60

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of our 64"
anniversary given by Dick & Betty Amt.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: Phyllis Brehm, Logan Peterson, Catherine Plummer,
Bonnie Hudson, Marty Wenger, Virginia Detwiler, Terry Fell, Callie Mummert, Bernie
Harris, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb
Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Bill
and Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner,
Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian Nation,
Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Please Be
Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to
have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until
12 noon or call for an appointment.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:

August 13 - Adult SS Class 9AM
14 - Council 7PM
15 - Council Meeting w/Bishop 7PM
16 - Psalms Study 10AM


mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

RELAY FOR LIFE Fall Mum Sale - Our RFL team will be selling mums again this
year. The 9" pots are $14.00 each or 3 for $36.00. Colors are white, yellow, red, orange
and lavender. Last day for orders is Sunday, September 3 and delivery will be Sunday,
September 17th. Sign up form is on the bulletin board in the Sunday School room or see
Becky Mull or Zoe Mummert. Please make all checks payable to Becky Mull. Thank you
for your support!

Personal Care Kits: thank you to all who contributed to the kits so far. You still have until
9/10 to donate any of the following: One light weight dark colored bath-size towel (52” x
27”); Bath-size bars of soap (any brand) in original wrapper; One adult-size single
toothbrush in original package; One sturdy comb in original wrapper ; One metal nail clipper
(attached file optional). The kits will be assembled during Rally Day in September.
Monetary donations are accepted as well, please write “personal care kits” in the memo of
your check.

Power Pack Meals: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School
students in need starting in September. Please consider donating individual serving size
fruit and vegetable cups, individual packages of mac-n-cheese, Chef Boyardee, 8 oz bottles
of water, juice boxes, and yahoo chocolate drink. Monetary donations are accepted as well,
please write “power pack meals” in the memo of your check.

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg auxiliary has discount cards available for $5.00.
Cards are good until Sept. 1, 2024. All proceeds go to support programs at Luther
Ridge. Lots of great places to save. See Bonney Coldsmith, Marjorie Dale, Becky Pecha,
or Frances Reichard if you'd like to have a card.

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg auxiliary is continuing their membership drive
throughout the summer. You may join for $1.00. Information is in the file at the end of
the mailbox or see Becky Pecha. Benefits programs at the village at Luther Ridge. We thank
you for your support.

Richard Graven is teaching Adult Bible School every other Sunday. Study material is
taken from the book, "Navigating Genesis" by Hugh Ross. The remaining dates for the class
are August 13 & 27.

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for July — December 2023 are on the bulletin board
in the Sunday School room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a
monthly basis. If you can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month
with someone else. Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill
a chosen date, please call someone to take your place. Let Kimberly in the office know so
the bulletin and newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help
provide opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the
schedule for each month in the newsletter.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walks on water
Monday 1 Kings 19:9-18 The Lord appears to Elijah
Tuesday Romans 10:5-15 Anyone can be saved
Wednesday Luke 17:1-6 Sayings of Jesus

Thursday Acts 15:6-21 The council at Jerusalem
Friday Romans 12:1-8 The new life in Christ
Saturday Psalm 85:8-13 Restoration of God’s favor
Sunday Matthew 15:10-28 A woman'’s faith

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He
[Jesus] said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. Matthew 14:28-29 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Dear God, help us to trust in you during the difficult and scary times of life that we may
still sing your praises through Jesus Christ, the one who calms our fears. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Nurturing God, you give what is good and bless our land with abundant food; for your
goodness and mercy we thank you for this meal. Amen. (Psalm 85:12)

A Blessing to Give:
May God calm you when you are afraid and bless you with steadfast love.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
» Think or talk about a difficult time in your life.

= Who or what has helped you make it through a difficult time in your life?
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Read: Matthew 14:22-33.

Once again, Jesus is on the sea with his disciples. And, again, Jesus points out the
disciples’ fears and little faith as he did when he stilled a storm (Matthew 8:23-27). Just
the night before, Jesus fed the 5,000 men plus more women and children. Don’t they
understand how powerful and caring Jesus is? How many of us would have the faith and
courage of Peter to step out of a boat during a storm and onto dangerous and deep
waters? Yes, Jesus calls it “little faith,” but that little faith is still quite remarkable. When
we are in the midst of a storm, a painful period in our lives that scares us, our lives are
very fragile, needy, and weak. We often do not respond with great confidence and faith.
No matter how little our faith is, it is enough because of Jesus who is Emmanuel, God
with us. When life gets calm following a difficult time in our lives, at least then we are
relieved—even joyful—and can say of Jesus, “Truly you are the Son of God” (Matthew
14:33).

Discuss: How does your faith help you when you face difficult situations?

Pray: Merciful God, when we experience moments that scare us and make us long for
stable ground to stand on, give us even a little faith to hope in you through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this
week, how might you serve others who are anxious or worried?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Jesus came to the disciples in the middle of the night and calmed their fears. Bedtime is a

special opportunity to think, talk, listen, and pray for yourself and others. Take time to
think or talk about your highs and lows at bedtime this week. Give thanks to God for your
highs. For your lows, pray that Jesus will come and remain with you during the night and
calm any “storms.” Then pray the Lord’s Prayer.
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