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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 16, 2023 
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July 16, 2023 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like 

the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. 

Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the 

Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

who greets us in this and every season, 

whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of our neighbors. 
 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 

Righteous God, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

We have spoken falsely. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533) 

 
 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord (ELW 821) 

 
Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 

Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 

and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their 

return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees 

that clap their hands. 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 65: 9-13 

(Sung responsively between women and men, beginning with the women.) 

 
 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 

God is | full of water. 

  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 

 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 

 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 

  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 

 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 

  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 

 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves 

with grain; let them shout for | joy and sing.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

A reading from Romans. 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what 

the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit 

now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of 

resurrected life. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God 

has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just 

requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 

things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 

of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 

and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 

the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 

proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable 

parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 

the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 

to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 

quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 

since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 

heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 

the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has 

no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 

the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this 

is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 

word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 

hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON WRITTEN BY PASTOR BARB  -  BONNEY COLDSMITH 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Whose Word Well-Planted (ACS 975) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Hear us, O God., C: Your mercy is great. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERATORY Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring (ELW 691) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

you are the giver of all good things. 

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 

and multiply your graciousness in us, 

that the world may be fed with your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 

You reveal your glory 

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 

ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy Communion last Sunday, we 

heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and of the love shown us in the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We blessed bread and cup. With thanksgiving we 

remembered that “in the night in which He was betrayed Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is My body, given 

for You.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.” 
 

We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of His Holy Spirit.  Now 

today we receive this same bread of life and this same cup of blessing, that you may be 

strengthened through your participation in the body of Christ. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

All people are called to Christ’s table. 

Come, eat what is good. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the 

tray.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Gluten free wafers are 

available, ask the Pastor when you come forward. Please notify the Head Usher if you 

would appreciate receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, 

the Pastor and Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 

 
 



HYMN DURING COMMUNION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Used by Permission. CCLI #11066173 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SONG AFTER COMMUNION The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538) 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

We thank you, generous God, 

for the refreshment we have received 

at your banquet table. 

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 

through the one who is our dearest treasure, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 



SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

SENDING IN SERVICE 

 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved. 

 
SERVING TODAY 

 

Liturgist ...................................................................................................... Bonney Coldsmith 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ......................................................................................................... Kathy Bowen 

Acolyte ........................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Lector ................................................................................................................ Rich McEntire 

Securing Offering .............................................................. Janice McEntire & Don Wildeson 

Communion Set-Up................................................................................. Ilona & Jerry Laney 

Communion Clean-Up ............................................................................ Ilona & Jerry Laney 

Communion Bread ............................................................................................. Kathy Bowen 

Communion Assist ............................................................  Martie Veilleux & Peggi Norman 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………42 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God. 

 
Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following:   Catherine Plummer, Bonnie Hudson, Tana Vance and 

Deanna Vance, Marty Wenger, Virginia Detwiler, Terry Fell, Callie Mummert, Bernie 

Harris, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb 

Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Bill 

and Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, 

Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian Nation, 

Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Please Be 

Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to 

have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office. 

 

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 

12 noon or call for an appointment. 

 

mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

July 16 – Adult SS Class 9AM 

        19 - Psalms Study 10AM 

     

Help is needed to set up tables and chairs and serve a dinner on Tuesday, July 11.  See 

sign-up sheets in the Sunday School room. 

 

If you would like to sign up for altar flowers, the following Sundays in July and August 

are still available: 7/23, 8/6, 8/13, 8/20. 

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg auxiliary has discount cards available for $5.00. 

Cards are good until Sept. 1, 2024. All proceeds go to support programs at Luther 

Ridge.  Lots of great places to save.  See Becky Pecha if you'd like to have a card. 

 

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg auxiliary is continuing their membership drive 

throughout the summer. You may join for $1.00. Information is in the file at the end of 

the mailbox or see Becky Pecha. Benefits programs at the village at Luther Ridge. We thank 

you for your support.  

   

Richard Graven is teaching Adult Bible School every other Sunday.  Study material is 

taken from the book, "Navigating Genesis" by Hugh Ross.  The remaining dates for the class 

are:  July 16, 30, August 13, 27. 

 

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for July – December 2023 are on the bulletin board 

in the Sunday School room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a 

monthly basis. If you can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month 

with someone else.  Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill 

a chosen date, please call someone to take your place.  Let Kimberly in the office know so 

the bulletin and newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help 

provide opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the 

schedule for each month in the newsletter. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



JULY 16, 2023  
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 God’s word makes a difference for our lives. 
 
  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  Parable of the sower  
Monday  Isaiah 55:10-13  God’s word is powerful  
Tuesday  Romans 8:1-11  Life in the Spirit  
Wednesday  2 Timothy 3:10-17  Paul’s charge to Timothy  
Thursday  Joshua 1:1-9  God’s commission to Joshua  
Friday  Hebrews 4:8-13  The rest that God has promised  
Saturday  Psalm 65  Thanksgiving for earth’s bounty  
Sunday  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  Parable of the weeds  
 
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
“Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” Matthew 13:8-9 (NRSV)  
  
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Creative God, your word accomplishes all that you desire; we thank you for your work of 
love that brings hope and healing through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
Almighty God, by your strength you bring forth food from the earth. Thank you for the 
abundant harvest that we enjoy today. Amen.  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May God’s creative word bear fruit in your life through Christ. 

 
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

▪ What do you think it takes to be a good gardener and have a successful harvest?  

▪ We can receive God’s word in worship, by reading the Bible, and through prayer 

and conversations. What is a favorite way for you to receive God’s word?  



HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 

 
  
DEVOTIONS  
Read: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.  
 
Jesus compares the sower’s seed to God’s word that bears much fruit. The seed needs to 
be planted in good soil to grow. Jesus compares the soil to our lives and our ability to 
hear and receive God’s word. We can wonder if we are the good soil that receives God’s 
word, but it may be that at different times we exhibit all four soils. There are times God’s 
word doesn’t stick (the path); sometimes it takes root but quickly dries up (rocky ground); 
sometimes the word gets smothered by competing concerns (thorns); sometimes the 
word takes root and produces much fruit (good soil). Our lives can experience all of these 
moments. This parable can be a humble reminder for us to be open to God’s word so that 
our lives bear the fruit of love and peace. No matter how God’s word bears fruit in our 
lives, it grows into a surprising harvest.  
Discuss: How and when are you most attentive to God’s word in your life?  
Pray: Dear God, you who are the source of all living things, bless us with faith in your 
word and your work in our lives to bless the world through Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 
  
SERVICE  
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this 
week, how might you serve others with the power of God’s healing and forgiveness?  
 
  
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Gather four small pots. Fill the first with gravel to represent a path, the second with rocks, 

the third with thorns or thistles, and the fourth with good soil. Tell the parable of the 

sower in your own words. As you hold each pot, pray: Lord God, keep us from having 

hearts that are hard, like a path. Keep us from having hearts that are shallow, like soil 

on rocky ground. Keep us from having hearts that are easily choked, like seeds among 

thorns. Instead, make our hearts like good soil, so that we gladly receive your word and 

accept it. Amen. 
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