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May 28, 2023
Day of Pentecost

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit
as God'’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame,
bringing God'’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different
capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy
Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the
breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God'’s redeeming love to all the world.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.

We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Every Time | Feel the Spirit (ACS 942)
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b, 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord (ELW 821)
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Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965
Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech

Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM AS THE WIND SONG
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21
A reading from Acts.

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke
portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and
astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the
disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection.

“When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. °And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. °And
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. "Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? °And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? “Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ‘°Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, **Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” Al
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” **But others
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

““But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say.
“Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.
®No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

"“In the last days it will be, God declares,

that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.



*Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
“And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
“°The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
“'Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

(Sung responsively between women and men, beginning with the women.)
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

?How manifold are your ! works, O LORD!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures.
’>Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- 'y to number,
living things both I small and great.
**There go the ships ! to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it.
?’All of them !'look to you
to give them their food ! in due season.
®You give it to them; they ! gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things.
“When you hide your face, | they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return ! to their dust.
%Y ou send forth your Spirit, and they ! are created;
and so you renew the face ! of the earth.
*'May the glory of the LorD en- ! dure forever;
O LoRD, rejoice in all your works.
*2You look at the earth I and it trembles;
you touch the mountains ! and they smoke.
1 will sing to the LorD as long ! as I live;
| will praise my God while I I have my being.
*May these words of | mine please God.
| will rejoice !in the LoRD.
**"Bless the LorDb, | O my soul.
Hal- ! lelujah!



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity
and Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians
diverse gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts
because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good.

**No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; “and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; °and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of them in everyone. 'To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. °To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, “to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, ‘°to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. *All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

2For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. **For in the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
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GOSPEL: John 7:37-39

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*’0On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out,
"Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, **and let the one who believes in me drink. As the
scripture has said, 'Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water." *°Now he
said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no
Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BARB
HYMN OF THE DAY Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading: Njoo kwetu, Roho
mwema (ELW 401)
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1 Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash -ion us all a - new.

2 Come to teach us, cometo nour-ish those who be-lieve in  Christ.
3 Guide our think-ing and our speak-ing done in your ho - ly  name.
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It’s your lead-ing  that we're need-ing, help us fol - low you.
Bless the faith-ful, may they flour-ish, strength-ened by grace un - priced.
Mo - ti- vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
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Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERATORY Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring (ELW 691)
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We do not wor - ship as
What once was com - mon, dail -y
Lord, by your grace now come to us,

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.

food be-comes a ho-ly trea-sure.
as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of field and forest, sea and sky,
you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,

and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOIBY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer as Jesus taught us in song.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the

tray. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are
available, ask the Pastor when you come forward. Please notify the Head Usher if you
would appreciate receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar,
the Pastor and Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.



HYMN DURING COMMUNION Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song (ELW 403)
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midst as  gift and  sign:  come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.
peace be - yond com - pare:  come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BRIDEGROOM, Peter Cutts, b. 1937

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538)
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Help wus, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind (ELW 400)
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1 God of tem - pest, God of whirl - wind, as on Pen - te -

2 God of blaz - ing, God of burn - ing, all  that blocks your
3 God of earth - quake, God of thun - der, shake us loose from

4 God of pas - sion, God un - sleep - ing, stir in us love’s
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pur - pose, purge!  Through your church, Christ’s liv - ing Bod -y,
leth - ar - gy! Break the chains of sin a - sun - der,
rest - less - ness! Where the peo - ple cry in an - guish,
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past these walls your peo - ple send! Sweep us in - to cost - ly ser-vice,
let your flam -ing Spir - it surge! Where de-ceit con-ceals in - jus-tice,
for earth’s heal - ing  set us free! Crum-ble walls that still di-vide us;
may we share your heart’s dis-tress. Rouse us from con - tent with e - vil;
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!
kin - dle us to speak your truth, kin - dle us to  speak your truth!
make us one in Christ our Lord, make us one in Christ our Lord!
claim us for your king-dom’s work, claim us for  your king-dom’s work!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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SENDING IN SERVICE

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

] (0] S PSPPSR Rev. Barb Barry

Cell Phone NUMDET ..o 717-357-3150

Email AdAress.......ccoooiiiiiie e Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address.......ccccvevvvieniniie e office@solomonslutheran.org
(@] 0T 1011 RS OUOTITSR Doug Mummert
HEAA USNET ... et Frances Reichard
N ol0] |/ (- SO POURURUSPRR Wayne Dale
0! 0] USSR Peggi Norman
Securing OFfering......cceevece e Marjorie Dale & Phil Johnson
ComMUNION SEE-UP....oiiieiii e llona & Jerry Laney
Communion Clean-Up .......cccccveieeiieiiece e, Kathy Bowen & Janice McEntire
ComMMUNION Bread ......ccvviiiieeciee et saee e Zoe Mummert
COMMUNION ASSISE...c.vveiiieiieiieeree e llona Laney & Peggi Norman
Attendance 1ast SUNAay.........ooiiiiiii e 53

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of Marvin
and Steve McKenzie given by LaRue McKenzie.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: David Autry, David Gettle, Janice McEntire, Kathy
Largent, Cody Banks, Tana Vance and Deanna Vance, Marty Wenger, Virginia Detwiler,
Terry Fell, Callie Mummert, Bernie Harris, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Jim &
Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy
Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Bill and Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean
Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Linda
Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian Nation, Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer
request, please call Janice McEntire. Please Be Aware: If you would like to remain listed
on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from the list
before the end of the month, please call the office.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:
May 31 - Psalms Study 10AM
Qigong/Tai Chi Class 6PM

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until
12 noon or call for an appointment.
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Special Collection: VBS Celebration Sunday June 25, 2023 — In addition to the regular
Sunday offering plate, we will have a special container for donations at the gym
entrance. All donations will go to the New Franklin School Power Pack Meal Program.

The July/August/September issue of Our Daily Bread is available in the pamphlet rack
in the narthex.

Volunteer Opportunities at The Village at Luther Ridge - Pianists are currently needed
to play for Sunday afternoon worship services at The Inn. The service begins at 2pm and
lasts approximately 30 to 45 minutes. Please contact Linda Beaver at 717-264-0737 or
Ibeaver@spiritrustlutheran.org if you are interested in this or would like to explore other
volunteer opportunities at The Village at Luther Ridge. Volunteers play an integral role in
providing compassionate care and support to those we serve. Come and be part of our
amazing volunteer team!

Music @ the Ridge - The summer concert series at SpiriTrust Lutheran, The Village at
Luther Ridge will begin on Wednesday, May 31 with a concert featuring Tina Marie who
will perform a variety of country, 50’s, and patriotic music. Silver 63 Band will perform
on Wednesday, June 21. The Flying Matlocks will close out the concert series on
Wednesday, July 19. Music begins at 6:00pm. The SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg
Auxiliary will be hosting a food stand starting at 5:00pm. Bring your lawn chair and enjoy!
In case of inclement weather, the concert will move inside.

Save the Date! The next outdoor worship will be Sunday, June 4 at 10:15 in the picnic
woods. Please bring a lawn chair to use during the service. Food assignments for the
picnic lunch after worship are listed by the beginning letter of your last name: A-H
meat/main course, J-R veggies/salads, S-Z desserts.

SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary is holding their membership drive the
month of May and extended. You may join for $1.00. Info is in your mailbox or see Becky
Pecha. We appreciate everyone 's support. Benefits programs at The Village at Luther
Ridge.

Richard Graven is teaching Adult Bible School every other Sunday. Study material is
taken from the book, "Navigating Genesis" by Hugh Ross. The dates for the class are: May
7,21, June 18 (June 4 is outdoor worship, there will be no class.) July 2, 16, 30, August 13,
27.

VBS - STELLAR “SHINE JESUS’ LIGHT”: June 19-23, 2023; 6:30 pm — 8:30
pm. Ages: 3yrs — 6" Grade. Celebration Sunday: June 25th at 10:15 in the Fellowship
Center. Registration & Photo Agreement Forms in your May & June Newsletters or see
Barbara Aldrich or Zoe Mummert.
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Power Pack Meals and donations will be collected until the end of May for the
remainder of the 2022-2023 school year. THANK Y QU to everyone who participated this
past school year. Solomon’s members have been very generous.

Sunday School is in Session - Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday
School room. Children’s Church will be held during morning worship and will meet
downstairs at 10:20 a.m. Confirmation Class will be held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference
Room in the Fellowship Center.

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for July — December 2023 are on the bulletin board
in the Sunday School room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a
monthly basis. If you can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month
with someone else. Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill
a chosen date, please call someone to take your place. Let Kimberly in the office know so
the bulletin and newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help
provide opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the
schedule for each month in the newsletter.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.



MAY 28, 2023

PENTECOST SUNDAY J ta kl ng
S faith

The Holy Spirit breathes new life into us. e h
ome

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 20:19-23 Jesus appears to his disciples
Monday Acts 2:1-21 The coming of the Holy Spirit
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 Spiritual gifts

Wednesday Acts 2:37-42 The first converts

Thursday Ephesians 3:14-21 Christ’s love for us

Friday 1John 4:13-21 God is love

Saturday Psalm 104:24-34, 35b God the creator

Sunday Matthew 28:16-20 Sending of the disciples

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” John 20:22-23 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Almighty and living God, we thank you for Jesus and the Holy Spirit that sends us out as
the body of Christ with the power to forgive in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this food; when you open your hand, you fill us with good
things through the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. Amen. (Psalm 104:28)

A Blessing to Give:
May the Holy Spirit fill you with new life, and abundant joy.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
= What gets in the way of forgiving someone or asking for forgiveness from
someone?

= How does forgiveness breathe new life into bruised relationships?



HYMN OF THE WEEK R
Spirit of Gentleness o ta kl n g

faith
home

DEVOTIONS
Read: John 20:19-23.

This story is sometimes called “the Johannine Pentecost” and different from the
Pentecost story in Acts 2. In John 20, Jesus gives his Spirit, that is, the Holy Spirit, on
Easter Day during his first appearance following the resurrection. The giving of Jesus’
breath (same word as spirit in the original Greek) is the culmination of the promise of the
Holy Spirit since the time of Jesus’ baptism and referred to throughout the Gospel of
John. The critical point is that “the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16-17) will teach Jesus’
followers everything they need to know and remember from Jesus’ own teaching (14:26).
The Spirit glorifies Jesus (16:14) by creating the community that is sent out into the world
to love the world in Jesus’ name. The Holy Spirit creates a new community to love the
world by forgiving others and breathes new life into relationships. This glorifies Jesus by
doing the ministry of his resurrection right now with love, hope, and forgiveness.

Discuss: In what ways do you and the larger faith community spread Jesus’ message of
for-giveness and peace to others?

Pray: Dear God, for the gift of the Holy Spirit that empowers us with the ministry of
Christ for the world, we give you our thanks and praise. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this
week, how might you serve and show forgiveness toward others?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Pentecost is often referred to as the birthday of the church. The miracle of the story of
Pentecost is that the apostles were “filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them the ability” (Acts 2:4). It represents the birth of each
person hearing the gospel in their own language. Celebrate as you would any other
birthday. Consider using red candles and balloons (the liturgical color for Pentecost
Sunday) for decorations. Make a cake and place red candles on the cake. Light the
candles as a reminder of the fiery tongues that descended on the apostles and sing Happy
Birthday to the church. As you are enjoying the cake, think or talk about who taught you
about the church.
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