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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 
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April 2, 2023 

PALM / PASSION SUNDAY 

 

GATHERING 

 

PROCESSION 

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 21:1-11 

 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 

me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will 

send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying, 

 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The 

crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

BLESSING OF PALMS 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 



Let us pray: We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and 

king by those who spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these 

branches and those who carry them.  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of 

the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

CONTINUE THE PROCESSION TO THE CHURCH 

 

Let us go forth in peace, 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 

  

Please follow the processional cross and the choir to your seat. 

  

Processional Song (all verses) 

       
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



OFFERING RESPONSE Come to the Table (W&P 33) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 

as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112) 

 
 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION Ah, Holy Jesus (ELW 349) 

 
HOMEBOUND TEAM BLESSING 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen.  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Embodied God, 

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 

Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us 

to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience 

amid persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet 

himself or a remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of 

Christ in these poems. 
 

 4The Lord God has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

 7The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 



 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 

(Sung responsively between women & men, beginning with the women.) 

 
 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 

 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 

 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my 

acquaintances; 

  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 

 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a | broken pot.  

 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 

 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

  I have said, “You | are my God. 

 15My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 

 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.”  

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM The One Who Bears My Shame 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NARRATIVE READING OF THE PASSION 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 26:1-27:66 

 

Narrator:  Helen Garst 

Jesus:  Sam Mull 

Peter:  Phil Johnson 

Judas:  Wayne Norman 

Witness:  Kathy Bowen 

High Priest: Rich McEntire 

Servant:  Peggi Norman 

Pilate:  Ron Coldsmith 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   

The congregation will leave chanting “Jesus, Remember Me” 
 

This is a time for reflecting on what we’ve just experienced.  We will leave singing.  

Please avoid conversation until you have left the building.   

 

 



SERVING TODAY 
 

Pastor ............................................................................................................. Rev. Barb Barry 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3150 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ....................................................................................................... Paul Kostreski 

Acolyte .............................................................................................................. Sarah Aldrich 

Securing Offering .............................................................. Janice McEntire & Zoe Mummert 

Communion Set-Up.......................................................................... Peggi & Wayne Norman 

Communion Clean-Up ..................................................................... Peggi & Wayne Norman 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Communion Assist ...................................................................... Lilly Chiado & Ilona Laney 

Attendance last Sunday……………………………………………………………………51 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in memory of our daughters 

Rebecca & Emily and in honor of our daughter Melissa given by Wayne & Peggi Norman. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: family & friends of Cecelia Haslego, Marty Wenger, 

Virginia Detwiler, Terry Fell, Callie Mummert, Bernie Harris, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke 

Bowen, Doc Ensinger, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, 

Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Phyllis Brehm, Bill and 

Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, Genny 

Grant, Frances Kramer, Clayton Schwartz, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian 

Nation, Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. 

Please Be Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you 

would like to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please 

call the office. 

 

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 

12 noon or call for an appointment. 

 

Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

Apr 5 - Psalm Bible Study 10AM 

Apr 6 - Maundy Thursday (11AM & 7:30PM) 

Apr 7 - Good Friday (Noon & 7:30PM) 

Apr 8 - Easter Egg Hunt 11AM Picnic Woods 

Apr 9 - Easter Sunrise 6:30AM/10:15AM Regular Service 

mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Tickets will be available on Sunday, April 2 for the Congregational Dinner on Tuesday, 

April 25. Adults - $7.50, Children (5-11) - $4.00, Under 5 - free 

 

Thank you to Solomon’s congregation for the many birthday cards, messages, phone calls, 

and especially your prayers, they were greatly appreciated! Joyce Skelly 

 

Communion Cards – to maintain accurate records, we ask that each member fill out a 

communion card only once per calendar year, at a service when you partake of Holy 

Communion. 

 

Council has designated The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday offerings to benefit 

Maranatha Ministries.  Please mark your checks and envelopes clearly.  We appreciate 

your generosity for those in need. 

 

Maranatha Paper Drive:  During the month of April, we will be collecting paper products 

for Maranatha Food Pantry.  Paper products cannot be purchased with Food Stamps.  Items 

needed are:  toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, Kleenex, hand wipes, diapers, etc. Please 

place the items in the gray tote under the coat rack, next to the mailboxes. 

 

Solomon's annual community easter egg hunt - Saturday, April 8 at 11am in the picnic 

woods. All children up to and including age 12 are welcome to attend. 

 

Cancellation Notification: In the event of inclement weather, Solomon’s will announce 

worship services are cancelled on the following platforms: Solomon’s Facebook page, 

Solomon’s Website, and on the church voicemail BY 7:30 AM. A prerecorded worship 

service and bulletin will be available on the website. Remember for events like Mid-Week 

Bible Study, if the schools are closed for weather, then the event is cancelled.  Please always 

use your own judgement about whether you feel safe driving given the road conditions in 

your neighborhood.  One part of the county may be cleared while another is not! 

 

Sunday School is in Session - Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday 

School room. Children’s Church will be held during morning worship and will meet 

downstairs at 10:20 a.m. Confirmation Class will be held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference 

Room in the Fellowship Center. 

 

2023 Altar Flower Chart is posted in the cloakroom off the church entryway. The cost of 

the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information. If you would like to save money by asking someone 

else to share the cost, you are welcome to do so. When you sign-up for a Sunday, you will 

be responsible to obtain the bulletin information for you and your friend and forward it to 

Kimberly.  

 

 



Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for 2023 are on the bulletin board in the Sunday 

School room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a monthly basis. 

If you can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month with someone 

else.  Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill a chosen date, 

please call someone to take your place.  Let Kimberly in the office know so the bulletin and 

newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help provide 

opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the schedule for 

each month in the newsletter. 

 
Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APRIL 2, 2023  
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
 

From cheers to rejection to triumph. 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Matthew 21:1-11  Jesus enters Jerusalem  
Monday  Mathew 26:14–27:66  Jesus’ trial and crucifixion  
Tuesday  Isaiah 50:4-9a  The servant’s humiliation  
Wednesday  Philippians 2:5-11  Christ shows us true humility  
Thursday  John 13:1-35  Jesus washes disciples’ feet  
Friday  John 18:1–19:42  Jesus suffers and dies  
Saturday  Psalm 31:9-16  Prayer for protection  
Sunday  John 20:1-18  Christ’s resurrection  
 
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
Philippians 2:5-8 (NRSV) 
 
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Eternal God, from the cross you triumph over all the forces that lead us away from you; 
give us faith to follow the way of the cross through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
Suffering God, in a world where many lack the food they need, help us to care for others 
as you care for us with this meal today. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
  
A Blessing to Give:  
May God’s face shine on you with the steadfast love of the cross of Christ. (Psalm 31:16) 

 
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

▪ When was a time you were part of a crowd that was cheering loudly?  

▪ If you were part of the crowd cheering for Barabbas to be set free instead of Jesus, 
why do you think you would do that?  



HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Stay with Me 

 
DEVOTIONS  
Read: Matthew 26:14–27:66.  
 
What we experience in life can help us see things in the Bible we might otherwise miss. 
For example, in the age of social divisions we witness today, we can understand how very 
fragile a democracy can be. Pilate gave the crowds a moment to be a democracy by 
asking them who to free, Jesus or Barabbas. The crowds chose Barabbas. The week 
before, crowds were cheering on Jesus as he entered Jerusalem. Within a week the 
crowds saw things differently. Jesus takes our fickleness, our lack of insight, our 
willingness to follow the crowd with him to the cross. It is all part of our brokenness that 
fails to see the truth of Jesus. However, our failures do not stop God’s plan. God’s plan—
God’s will—according to Philippians 2:10-11 is that “at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” From the cross we learn that our foolish ways as 
individuals and as a society will not conquer God’s will.  
 
Discuss: How do you tell the difference between the will of God and the will of a crowd?  
Pray: Suffering God, you know how we fail you and yet you love us all the way to the 
cross; give us faith and wisdom to follow you all the days of our lives through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
SERVICE  
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this 
week, how might you care for people whom others look on with disrespect?  
 
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
This coming week is Holy Week. We remember the journey of Jesus from his entry into 

Jerusalem to his last meal, trial, crucifixion, death, and resurrection. These stories are 

central to our faith. Choose a space in your home to observe Holy Week. Each day, add an 

item (listed below), think or talk about its’ role in the Passion story, and close with the 

prayer. Sunday: Palm branch, Monday: Bottle of perfume, Tuesday: Coins, Wednesday: 

Bowl of water, Thursday: Bread, Friday: Nails, Saturday: Stone. After placing an item 

each day, pray: Eternal God, help us to grow in our faith so that we may be faithful 

witnesses to the power of Jesus’ resurrection. Amen. 
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