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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation.”

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 26, 2023


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

March 26, 2023
Fifth Sunday in Lent

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead.
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or
living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In
baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter
Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our
baptism.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;
we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

*+ forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE (ELW p. 98)
(Sung responsively between cantor and congregation)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ
and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM HOW BEAUTIFUL
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14
A reading from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead
in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is
assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”

‘The hand of the LorRD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
°Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. °1 will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. °l looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was
no breath in them. “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say
to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.” ‘°l prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

“'Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” **Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GobD: | am going to open your graves, and bring you
up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. **And
you shall know that | am the LoRD, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. *“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LoRD, have spoken and will act, says
the LORD.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 130
(Sung responsively between women and men, beginning with the women.)
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Out ! of the depths
| cry to | you, O LORD;
0 LoRbD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.
°If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O Lorb, | who could stand?
“Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you ! may be feared.
°| wait for you, O Lorb; | my soul waits;
in your word !is my hope.
*My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
'O Israel, wait for the LorD, for with the LoORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
°For the Lorp shall | redeem Israel
from ! all their sins.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11
A reading from Romans.

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving
force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the
very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
"For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

°But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. *°But if Christ is in
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. *'If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (W&P 27) Cares Chorus
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic
scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

‘Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
’Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair;
her brother Lazarus was ill. *So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you
love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it
is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly,
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, “after having heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” “The disciples said
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” “Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during
the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. ‘°But those who walk at
night stumble, because the light is not in them.” *'After saying this, he told them, “Our
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” **The disciples said
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” **Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. *“Then
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. °For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” **Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

Y"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
*Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ‘*and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. “°When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. *Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. “’But even now |
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” **Jesus said to her, “Your brother
will rise again.” ““Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day.” “°Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in
me, even though they die, will live, “°and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

*®When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” “>’And when she heard it, she got up
quickly and went to him. **Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the
place where Martha had met him. **The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. **When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,



she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping,
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus began to weep. “*°*So the Jews said,
“See how he loved him!” *’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

**Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. **Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” ““Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” “'So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for
having heard me. “’I knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” “*When he had said this,
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ““The dead man came out, his hands and
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

“*Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BARB



HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land (ELW 333)
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WEARY LAND, African American spiritual

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERTORY Come to the Table (W&P 33)
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.

Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112)
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION | Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, RsM, b. 1927, based on John 6
Music: I AM THE BREAD, Suzanne Toolan, RsM

Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 113)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors

and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-71900. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
USED BY PERMISSION. CCLI #11066173

SENDING IN SERVICE

Go in peace. Serve in love.

Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or
stream the music in this service obtained from ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of our mother Joyce
Skelly celebrating her 90" birthday on March 27th given by daughters, Bonnie, Roxy,
Tammy, and Lisa.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: Marty Wenger, Cody Banks, Virginia Detwiler, Terry
Fell, Callie Mummert, Bernie Harris, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Doc Ensinger, Jim
& Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy
Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Phyllis Brehm, Bill and Jane Brindle, Esther
Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, Genny Grant, Frances
Kramer, Clayton Schwartz, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian Nation, Peace
for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Please Be Aware:
If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have
your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until
12 noon or call for an appointment.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:

Mar 28 — W&M Logistics 7PM

Mar 29 - Psalm Bible Study 10AM, Lent Svc 5:30PM (First Lutheran)
Mar 30 - Choir 7PM

Council has designated The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday offerings to benefit
Maranatha Ministries. Please mark your checks and envelopes clearly. We appreciate
your generosity for those in need.

Maranatha Paper Drive: During the month of April, we will be collecting paper products
for Maranatha Food Pantry. Paper products cannot be purchased with Food Stamps. Items
needed are: toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, Kleenex, hand wipes, diapers, etc. Please
place the items in the gray tote under the coat rack, next to the mailboxes.

Solomon’s annual community easter egg hunt - Saturday, April 8 at 11am in the picnic
woods. All children 3-12 are welcome to attend.

Relay For Life - Every Thursday in March from 3 - 9 pm the Liquid Art Brewing
Company will donate 10% of total sales to the Franklin & Fulton County
Relay. Address is 140 N. 3rd Street, Chambersburg. No flyer is needed! Additional details
are located on the bulletin board in the Sunday School room. Thank you for your support!



Power Pack Meals - the Power Pack Ministry is now packing meals for 25 students at New
Franklin School. The program covers three meals a day for the weekend, that’s 150 meals
that are being packed each week. The need is GREAT. Please consider doing what you can
to help. Food can be placed in the gray tote in the Sunday school room. Monetary donations
can be put in the offering, clearly mark your check “Power Pack™. Your response in the past
has been great. THANK YOU!!!

Cancellation Notification: In the event of inclement weather, Solomon’s will announce
worship services are cancelled on the following platforms: Solomon’s Facebook page,
Solomon’s Website, and on the church voicemail BY 7:30 AM. A prerecorded worship
service and bulletin will be available on the website. Remember for events like Mid-Week
Bible Study, if the schools are closed for weather, then the event is cancelled. Please always
use your own judgement about whether you feel safe driving given the road conditions in
your neighborhood. One part of the county may be cleared while another is not!

Sunday School is in Session - Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday
School room. Children’s Church will be held during morning worship and will meet
downstairs at 10:20 a.m. Confirmation Class will be held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference
Room in the Fellowship Center.

2023 Altar Flower Chart is posted in the cloakroom off the church entryway. The cost of
the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $50.00 with the bulletin information. If you would like to save money by asking someone
else to share the cost, you are welcome to do so. When you sign-up for a Sunday, you will
be responsible to obtain the bulletin information for you and your friend and forward it to
Kimberly.

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for 2023 are on the bulletin board in the Sunday
School room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a monthly basis.
If you can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month with someone
else. Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill a chosen date,
please call someone to take your place. Let Kimberly in the office know so the bulletin and
newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help provide
opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the schedule for
each month in the newsletter.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 11:1-45 The raising of Lazarus

Monday Ezekiel 37:1-14 Valley of dry bones

Tuesday Romans 8:6-11 Life in the Spirit

Wednesday Hosea 11:1-9 God’s love for God’s people

Thursday Isaiah 53:4-12 The suffering servant

Friday Luke 19:41-44 Jesus weeps over Jerusalem

Saturday Psalm 130 Trusting in the Lord in times of trouble
Sunday Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him [Lazarus]!” John 11:35-36
(NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Loving God, we are in awe of how you grieve with us and conquer sin and death so that
we may experience eternal life through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for coming to us in Jesus, just as your constant love comes to us
through this gift of food that gives us life each day. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the steadfast love of God give you peace and joy through Christ our Lord.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
» How do you find comfort when something bad happens?

= Jesus cried over Lazarus’ death. How does crying help in times of sadness?



HYMN OF THE WEEK P
Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land o ta kl ng

faith
DEVOTIONS home

Read: John 11:1-45.

Jesus’ divinity and humanity are on full display in this story. Jesus knows that Lazarus has
died. Jesus goes to Bethany to bring Lazarus back to life. Jesus announces, “/ am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die” (vv. 25-26). Jesus has power over life
and death yet he weeps. Jesus, fully divine is also fully human, and he experiences the
pain and sadness of the final enemy, death itself. The Apostle Paul writes of flesh and
Spirit in Romans 8. For Paul, the flesh is not an earthly matter. Flesh is the power of sin
that turns us away from God. The Spirit brings life born of God. Both Paul and Jesus
recognize the Holy Spirit and the power of sin and death that remain in our world and in
our lives. Sin is not just a personal weakness. It is a power that needs to be vanquished.
Because of this destructive power, Jesus weeps. Christ’s victory over sin and death is our
victory. Christ shares our tears over death, the final enemy to be conquered.

Discuss: How does believing in Jesus give you comfort during times of death and loss?
Pray: Compassionate God, we give you our thanks and praise that in Jesus Christ you
take on our humanity, weep with us, and give us hope by conquering sin and death.
Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this
week, how might you comfort someone who is going through tough times?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Lent is a period of forty days when we focus on prayer, fasting, and almsgiving as we
prepare for Easter. Almsgiving is the tradition or practice of giving money or food to
those in need. This week decide where you will donate the money from the Almsgiving
Box you have had in your home during Lent. Deliver the money to where it can be
distributed to those in need.

Pray: Loving God, we thank you for the blessings in our lives. Help us to be aware of
those in need and give of our time, money, and care for others in response to your
great love. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, amen.

© 2022 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.



