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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation."

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 12, 2023


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

February 12, 2023
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying
God. Much of today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus’
Instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the
neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole community. We too are invited to
embrace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God has
promised that to do so means life for us.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

For now, the offering plate will continue to be placed in the back of the church in front
of the Baptismal Font. Thank you for your continuing support of the ministries of
Solomon’s as we join God in the work of sharing Christ’s love.

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who makes all things new,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Holy One, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,
and cannot free ourselves.

We have not practiced your righteousness.
Our hearts have turned away from you.
For the sake of the world you so love,
forgive us,

that we may be reconciled to one another
for the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

Thus says our God:

“The former things have come to pass

and new things I now declare.”

God’s mercy makes us new.

We are forgiven in the name of -+ Christ our Savior.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling (ELW 582)
Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of  light;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as  the church’s ver - y life;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er work-ing throughthe church’s min - is - try;
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Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er brood-ing o’er a world of gloom and night;
Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er striv-ingthroughus in a  cease-less strife;

quick-"ning, strength-’ning, and ab-solv-ing, set - ting cap-tive sin - ners free;
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of earth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er form-ing in the church the mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er bind-ing age to age and soul to  soul
0 u .
AT | ' = ! |
_J_‘_J—IP—J— | _IP_J_‘_ P

|

liv - ing, life - im - part-ing Spir-it, you we praiseand mag - ni - fy.
you we praise with end - less wor-ship for your gifts and fruits un - priced.
in com-mu - nion nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol

Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt.
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Lord, I Lift Your Name On High (ELW 857)
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from the grave o the sky: Lord, 1 lift your name on high.
Text: Rick Founds, b 1954 LORD CLIFT YOLR NAME

Musie: Rick Founds
Text anet wucie © 1989 Meraths Prase. e, admin, Viusic bervices

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we
accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we
ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM PEOPLE NEED THE LORD

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

A reading from Deuteronomy.

The LoRD sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to
the faithful; loss of the land will be the consequence of disobedience. Choosing life entails

loving and holding fast to the Lord. Life in God’s presence presupposes the promise made
to the ancestors.



[Moses said to the people:] *°See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. ‘°If you obey the commandments of the LoRrRD your God that | am commanding
you today, by loving the LoRrD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the LorD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. *'But if your
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and
serve them, ‘°l declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. *°I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose
life so that you and your descendants may live, “’loving the LoRD your God, obeying him,
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live
in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:1-8
(sung responsively between choir and congregation, beginning with the choir)
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psaiter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

"Happy are they whose | way is blameless,
who follow the teaching ! of the LoRD!
’Happy are they who observe | your decrees
and seek you with ! all their hearts,
*who never do | any wrong,
but always walk ! in your ways.
“You laid down ! your commandments,
that we should ! fully keep them.
°Oh, that my ways were made ! so direct
that | might | keep your statutes!
Then I should not be ! put to shame,
when | regard all | your commandments.
I will thank you with | a true heart,
when | have learned your ! righteous judgments.
I will | keep your statutes;
do not utter- ! ly forsake me.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

Human leaders in the church are not the ones who control ministry. Rather they are
coworkers who belong to God, the one who truly controls and continuously empowers the
ministry of the church.

'Brothers and sisters, | could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of
the flesh, as infants in Christ. “I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready
for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, *for you are still of the flesh. For as long
as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving
according to human inclinations? “For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I
belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human?

"What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as
the Lord assigned to each. °I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 'So
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. °The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each
will receive wages according to the labor of each. “For we are God’s servants, working
together; you are God’s field, God’s building.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:21-37

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of
righteousness that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “*““You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,
“You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.” ’But | say to
you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you
insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,” you



will be liable to the hell of fire. “°So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, “leave your gift there
before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and
offer your gift. ?Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to
court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the
guard, and you will be thrown into prison. ““Truly I tell you, you will never get out until
you have paid the last penny.

?I“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” **But | say to you
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in
his heart. “°If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for
you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. *°’And if
your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose
one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell.

*1“It was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’
*’But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity,
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

#3“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” **But | say to you, Do not
swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, *°or by the earth, for it is his
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. **And do not swear by your
head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. *’Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No,
No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BARB
HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways (ELW 772)
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1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his stat-utes still!
2 Or - der my foot-steps by your word and make my heart sin - cere;
3 As - sist my soul, too apt to stray, a strict-er watch to  keep;
4 Make me to walk in  your com-mands,’tis a de-light-ful road;
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Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his  will!
let sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, but keep my con-science clear.
and should I e’er for - get your way, re - store your wan-d’ring sheep.
nor let my head or heart or hands of - fend a- gainst my God.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: EVAN, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



0 | ;
b4 T f
_ LY - (%] [ 1) & I
> — R B o
- —
: S B I Pl =
We lift our voic-es. we lift ourhands, welift our lives up to you: we are an
0 |
7 | 1 L] _ L7} | — | |
e Y AN N I K, P
B | g @& [ © Bl e
— T o_ -
of-fer-ing. Lord, use our voic - es, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our
n 1 J Il
A I h L] f } T| e | i T Yy ! I —1 (7]
- A | | -
R PR R e S
) j m— _ «
lives, they are yours: we are an  of-fer-ing. All that we have, all thatwe are,
0] — \ \
[’ ] ] - - | I [b - JI'\’ i ‘}
(OEEa———— > 2 z
J ! IS S—— " r I
all that we hope to be, we give toyou, we give to you.
- T f —
*t K — —x e
N o % ) et 1 ®
< s e
We lift our  voic-es, we liftour hands, we lift our lives upto you:
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of-fer - ing.
Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 CFFERING
Music: Dwight Liles PM
Text and music ¢ 1984 Word Music, LLC

OFFERING PRAYER

Liberating God,

you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior,
Amen.




GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLX, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and taste the joy of God!



COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available,
ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate
receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and
Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
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sin of the world; grant us peace.



HYMN DURING COMMUNION One Bread, One Body (ELW 496)
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wom -an or man, no more.
one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939
Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



POST COMMUNION Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (Hillert) (ELW 204)
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Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ’s ho - ly name.

| 10N

0
7
\ \av | I ——
’ ~_
shouts  of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing (ELW 544)
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1 Praise the Lord, rise up re - joic - ing, wor - ship, thanks, de -
2 Scat - tered flock, one  shep - herd shar - ing, lost and lone - ly,
3 Sins for - giv - en, wrongs for - giv - ing, we go forth a -
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vo - tion voic - ing: glo - ry be to God on  high!
one voice hear - ing, ears at - ten - tive to  your word;
lert and liv - ing in  your Spir - it strong and free.
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Christ, your cross and pas - sion shar - ing, by this eu - cha -
by your blood new life re - ceiv - ing, in your bod - y,
Part - ners in your new cre - a - tion, seek - ing peace in
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firm be - liev - ing, we are yours, and you the Lord.
ev - 'ty na - tion, may we faith - ful fol - I'wers be.

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902-1983, alt.

Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Léhner, 1645-1705, adapt.

Text © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

SENDING IN SERVICE

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

FROM SUNDAYS AND SEASON

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

] (0] S PSPPSR Rev. Barb Barry

Cell Phone NUMDET ..o 717-357-3150

Email AdAress.......ccoooiiiiiie e Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address.........cccoeeviveiieeciec e, office@solomonslutheran.org
(@] 0T 1011 RS OUOTITSR Doug Mummert
HEAA USNEE ... e Janice McEntire
o0 |V (- S USURPRTRS Sarah Aldrich
0T (o ) USRS UPR TR Patricia Yetter
Securing OFfering......cccvevveiii i Becky Mull & Wayne Norman
COMMUNION SEE-UP....iiiiiiiie e re e Becky Mull
CommUNION CleaN-UP ..o Becky Mull
ComMUNION Bread .......cueveiiiieiie et Linda Berberich
COMMUNION ASSISE...c.vveiiieiieiieeree e Becky Mull & Peggi Norman
ALendance 1aSt SUNTAY .......ccvveiieiiece e 47

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

Prayer requests for the following: Terry Fell, Callie Mummert, Bernie Harris, Matthew,
Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Doc Ensinger, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb
Weaver, Tina Smith, Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking,
Phyllis Brehm, Bill and Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe
Mock, Ina Shreiner, Genny Grant, Frances Kramer, Clayton Schwartz, Linda Russ, Carol
Locke, Betty Amt Ukrainian Nation, Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request,
please call Janice McEntire. Please Be Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the
next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from the list before the
end of the month, please call the office.

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until
12 noon or call for an appointment.

Weekly Calendar Reminders:

Feb 12 - Communion Set-Up/Clean-up Training (after worship)
Feb 13 - Council 7PM

Feb 14 - Christian Ed 7PM (SFC Conference Room)

Feb 15 - Psalms Bible Study 10AM

Feb 16 - Choir 7PM


mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Bowling & Pizza Party — Congregation Members are invited. Saturday, March 25, 2023
— Nellie Fox Bowling 3:00- 5:00 & Vince’s in Marion for Pizza. We have 4 lanes
reserved. Cost: 55.00 per lane for 2 hrs. (6 per lane). Christian Ed will pay for all Youth
bowling & pizza. Sign-up sheet in Sunday School Room.

Solomon’s Relay for Life Team Fund Raiser Luncheon, Sunday February 26, 2023 -
Please join us. Menu: Hot Turkey Sandwiches, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Peas & Carrots,
Cranberry Salad and Dessert. Donations accepted. We appreciate your support of our
Solomon’s Relay for life Team.

Easter Flower Orders: We will be ordering Easter flowers from Lurgan Greenhouse.
Yellow daffodils (6” pot) $7.00; red, yellow, or purple tulips (6 bulbs) $7.00; and white lilies
$8.00 will be available. Flowers can be picked up after Easter service on April 9 or the
following week during office hours. Orders must be received by March 12. Please fill out
the order form (last page of bulletin) and place in the offering plate.

Power Pack Meals - the Power Pack Ministry is now packing meals for 25 students at New
Franklin School. The program covers three meals a day for the weekend, that’s 150 meals
that are being packed each week. The need is GREAT. Please consider doing what you can
to help. Food can be placed in the gray tote in the Sunday school room. Monetary donations
can be put in the offering, clearly mark your check “Power Pack”. Your response in the
past has been great. THANK YOQOU!!!

The Lutheran Church camps are currently hiring for summer camp positions including
counselors, lifeguards, summer kitchen staff, summer maintenance staff, summer leadership
staff, summer craft director at Nawakwa, summer camp craft instructors, summer head cook
at Kirchenwald, a year-round maintenance and facilities manager at Kirchenwald, and a
year-round camp director at Nawakwa. The Kirchenwald summer head cook, the
Kirchenwald maintenance and facility manager, and especially the Nawakwa camp
director positions are of special concern!

Choir Practice - Thursdays at 7:00PM.

Spiritrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has Discount Cards available for $3.00
each. The cards are good through June 30, 2023. If interested see Becky Pecha.

Cancellation Notification: In the event of inclement weather, Solomon’s will announce
worship services are cancelled on the following platforms: Solomon’s Facebook page,
Solomon’s Website, and on the church voicemail BY 7:30 AM. A prerecorded worship
service and bulletin will be available on the website. Remember for events like Mid-Week
Bible Study, if the schools are closed for weather, then the event is cancelled. Please always
use your own judgement about whether you feel safe driving given the road conditions in
your neighborhood. One part of the county may be cleared while another is not!



Sunday School is in Session - Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday
School room. Children’s Church will be held during morning worship and will meet
downstairs at 10:20 a.m. Confirmation Class will be held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference
Room in the Fellowship Center.

2023 Altar Flower Chart is posted in the cloakroom off the church entryway. The cost of
the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the
information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost
of $50.00 with the bulletin information. If you would like to save money by asking someone
else to share the cost, you are welcome to do so. When you sign-up for a Sunday, you will
be responsible to obtain the bulletin information for you and your friend and forward it to
Kimberly.

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for 2023 are on the side table in the Sunday School
room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a monthly basis. If you
can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month with someone else.
Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill a chosen date, please
call someone to take your place. Let Kimberly in the office know so the bulletin and
newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help provide
opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the schedule for
each month in the newsletter.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin
announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the
bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 5:21-37 Teachings of Jesus

Monday Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Choose life, not death
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Working together for God
Wednesday 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 The ministry of reconciliation
Thursday Genesis 33:1-17 Jacob and Esau meet

Friday Ephesians 4:25-32 Rules for the new life
Saturday Psalm 119:1-8 The law of the Lord

Sunday Matthew 17:1-19 Transfiguration of Jesus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister
has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23-24
(NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Loving God, you have shown us the way to love and mercy; help us to share your love and
power of reconciliation with all through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this food, a gift of life that sustains us during the good times
and the difficult times through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the love of God bless you with long life and happiness.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
= What do you do when a personal relationship is not going well?

» How does your faith help you when you are struggling in a relationship?



HYMN OF THE WEEK .
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Read: Matthew 5:21-37. h ome

When Jesus is teaching here, he can sound like he is undermining the law and substituting
other rules to live by. However, what he is doing is not rejecting the law, but intensifying
its intended outcome. The law is to preserve life for one’s neighbor, one’s community,
and oneself. The commandments give a baseline of how to care for one another, but
Jesus says, “You can do more.” We are not to stop caring for our neighbor until
reconciliation and understanding between one another happens. Life without fear,
intimidation, or destruction is the goal for all relationships. Jesus is particularly hard on
men. The patriarchal system of his day made it easy for men to abandon a woman and
take another. To that Jesus says, “No!” Jesus seeks personal and public relationships that
are life-giving, just as God’s law is intended to be life-giving (Deuteronomy 30:16).

Discuss: Where in society or in your own relationships do you see a need for God’s
reconciling power?

Pray: Life-giving God, help us to treasure the gift of life and relationships so that we
may seek ways not to harm people but to nurture one another through Christ Jesus our
Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve others in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this week, how
might you help restore a broken relationship?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Passing the peace is a Christian practice used in worship since the early church to
experience the reconciling power of God in Christ. Historically, it is offered prior to Holy
Communion in recognition of Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:23-
24). However, sharing God’s peace is meant for more than just a worship service. The
peace of God, forgiveness, and acceptance of one another is part of our daily lives. Greet
others daily with the peace of the Lord. As a reminder, before meals this week light a
candle and say: The peace of the Lord be with you.

© 2022 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.



EASTER FLOWERS - 2023

Anyone desiring to remember a loved one or honor someone with Easter Flowers is asked to fill
out the following form and return it to the church office or put it in the collection plate along with
cash or a check made payable to Solomon’s Lutheran Church, marked “Easter Flowers.” Flowers

will be in the church on Sunday, April 9, 2023 and can be taken home that day, or call the office
717 267-2266 to make other arrangements.

The deadline to order Easter Flowers is March 12!

The Easter Flowers in
Memory and Honor of Family and Friends
has been donated by:

(name)
Daffodils (6”pot) .......cccccevvevveierennn $7.00 Tulips (6 bulbs) ......cccccevevrirenen. $7.00
Yellow Red Yellow Purple
Lilies............. $8.00 White

b - \‘. >
e
Total amount enclosed Total plants ordered
In memory of
In memory of
In honor of

In honor of




