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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
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February 5, 2023 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when 

we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth 

like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the 

world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through 

baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

For now, the offering plate will continue to be placed in the back of the church in front 

of the Baptismal Font. Thank you for your continuing support of the ministries of 

Solomon’s as we join God in the work of sharing Christ’s love. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



GATHERING SONG Gather Us In (ELW 532) 
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GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Lord, I Lift Your Name On High (ELW 857)    

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By 

your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do 

them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM  INTO THE WORLD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a  

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 

ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute 

for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the 

homeless, and clothing the naked. 

 1Shout out, do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

  to the house of Jacob their sins. 



 2Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, 

  they delight to draw near to God. 

 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

  and oppress all your workers. 

 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 

  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 112:1-9  

(sung responsively between choir and congregation, beginning with the choir) 

 
 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 

 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 

 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

  and their righteousness will | last forever. 

 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.  

 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 

 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 

 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 

 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 

 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 

   they will hold up their | head with honor.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12  

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, 

Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True 

spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the 

cross. 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God 

to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much 

trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but 

with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on 

human wisdom but on the power of God. 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, 

though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 
7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for 

our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not 

have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 

heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 



10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, 

even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the 

human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the 

Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is 

from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and 

the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 

under foot. 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one 

after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 

light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 

not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, 

whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 

same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 

them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your 

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON   PASTOR BARB 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677) 

 
Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY We Are an Offering (ELW 692)  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 

 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION 

 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you 

receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. 

Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Gluten free wafers are available, 

ask the Pastor when you come forward. Notify the Head Usher if you would appreciate 

receiving Communion at your seat rather than walking up to the altar, the Pastor and 

Communion Assistant will be happy to bring Communion to you. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN DURING COMMUNION Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715) 

 
Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved 

 

HOMEBOUND TEAM BLESSING 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.  



POST COMMUNION Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (Hillert) (ELW 204) 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG O God of Light (ELW 507) 
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SENDING IN SERVICE 

 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved. 

 



SERVING TODAY 
 

Pastor ............................................................................................................. Rev. Barb Barry 

     Cell Phone Number .......................................................................... 717-357-3150 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org 

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Acolyte ..................................................................................................................... Sam Mull 

Lector ................................................................................................................. Peggi Norman 

Securing Offering ................................................................... Becky Mull & Wayne Norman 

Communion Set-Up............................................................................................... Becky Mull 

Communion Clean-Up .......................................................................................... Becky Mull 

Communion Bread ......................................................................................... Linda Berberich 

Communion Assist ......................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 56 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in loving memory of Betty 

Gayman given by Mark, Sally and their family. 

 

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite 

you to worship with us again! 

 

Prayer requests for the following: The family and friends of Jere Brehm, and the family 

and friends of Martha Withers, Callie Mummert, Bernie Harris, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke 

Bowen, Doc Ensinger, Jim & Carole Darr, Beth Floyd, Sarge and Barb Weaver, Tina Smith, 

Patricia Yetter, Nancy Marshall, Darrell Veilleux, Linda Wepking, Phyllis Brehm, Bill and 

Jane Brindle, Esther Gift, Jean Jackson, Marjorie McMullin, Joe Mock, Ina Shreiner, Genny 

Grant, Frances Kramer, Clayton Schwartz, Linda Russ, Carol Locke, Betty Amt, Ukrainian 

Nation, Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. 

Please Be Aware: If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you 

would like to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month, please 

call the office. 

 

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 

12 noon or call for an appointment. 
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Weekly Calendar Reminders: 

Feb 5 - Communion Set-Up Training (after worship) 

Feb 8 - Psalms Bible Study 10AM 

Feb 9 - Finance Committee 6PM (SFC Conference Room) 

  Choir 7PM 

 

Help is needed to serve a brunch on Monday, February 6.  Signup sheets are on the table 

in the Sunday School Room. 

 

The Worship and Music Committee will be holding two training / refresher sessions 

for Communion assistants and Communion set-up and clean-up volunteers in 

February. This will be for existing AND new volunteers. If this is a ministry that you've 

wanted to volunteer for, but were afraid that you didn't know enough about, now's your 

chance!  The first session will be for Communion assistants, on Sunday, February 5, after 

worship.  The second will be on Sunday, February 12, after worship, for Communion set-up 

and clean-up volunteers. Both sessions should be about a half hour long.  If you have any 

questions, contact Peggi Norman.   

 

Souperbowl time is here - The Super Bowl is February 12.  We don’t know who will be 

playing yet.  As soon as we know who is playing, we will have two boxes in the Sunday 

school room identified with the teams.  Place a can of soup or a Power Pack item in the box 

of your choice.  Based on the number of items in each box, we will determine Solomon’s 

Souperbowl winner. 

 

Solomon’s Relay for Life Team Fund Raiser Luncheon, Sunday February 26, 2023 - 

Please join us.  Menu: Hot Turkey Sandwiches, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Peas & Carrots, 

Cranberry Salad and Dessert.  Donations accepted.  We appreciate your support of our 

Solomon’s Relay for life Team.   

 

Power Pack Meals - the Power Pack Ministry is now packing meals for 25 students at New 

Franklin School.  The program covers three meals a day for the weekend, that’s 150 meals 

that are being packed each week.  The need is GREAT.  Please consider doing what you can 

to help.  Food can be placed in the gray tote in the Sunday school room. Monetary donations 

can be put in the offering, clearly mark your  check “Power Pack”.  Your response in the 

past has been great. THANK YOU!!! 

 

The Lutheran Church camps are currently hiring for summer camp positions including 

counselors, lifeguards, summer kitchen staff, summer maintenance staff, summer leadership 

staff, summer craft director at Nawakwa, summer camp craft instructors, summer head cook 

at Kirchenwald, a year-round maintenance and facilities manager at Kirchenwald, and a 

year-round camp director at Nawakwa.  The Kirchenwald summer head cook, the 

Kirchenwald maintenance and facility manager, and especially the Nawakwa camp 

director positions are of special concern! 

 



Choir Practice - Thursdays at 7:00PM. 

 

Spiritrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary has Discount Cards available for $3.00 

each.  The cards are good through June 30, 2023.  If interested see Becky Pecha. 

 

Cancellation Notification: In the event of inclement weather, Solomon’s will announce 

worship services are cancelled on the following platforms: Solomon’s Facebook page, 

Solomon’s Website, and on the church voicemail BY 7:30 AM. A prerecorded worship 

service and bulletin will be available on the website. Remember for events like Mid-Week 

Bible Study, if the schools are closed for weather, then the event is cancelled.  Please always 

use your own judgement about whether you feel safe driving given the road conditions in 

your neighborhood.  One part of the county may be cleared while another is not! 

 

Sunday School is in Session - Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday 

School room. Children’s Church will be held during morning worship and will meet 

downstairs at 10:20 a.m. Confirmation Class will be held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference 

Room in the Fellowship Center. 

 

2023 Altar Flower Chart is posted in the cloakroom off the church entryway. The cost of 

the two vases will be $50.00 per week. You will continue to provide Kimberly with the 

information for the bulletin prior to the week before the Sunday you choose. Include the cost 

of $50.00 with the bulletin information. If you would like to save money by asking someone 

else to share the cost, you are welcome to do so. When you sign-up for a Sunday, you will 

be responsible to obtain the bulletin information for you and your friend and forward it to 

Kimberly.  

 

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for 2023 are on the side table in the Sunday School 

room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a monthly basis. If you 

can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month with someone else.  

Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill a chosen date, please 

call someone to take your place.  Let Kimberly in the office know so the bulletin and 

newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help provide 

opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the schedule for 

each month in the newsletter. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all bulletin 

announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in the 

bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 

 

 

 



FEBRUARY 5, 2023  
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

 The power of knowing Christ crucified. 
 
  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Matthew 5:13-20  Salt and light  
Monday  Isaiah 58:1-12  False and true worship  
Tuesday  1 Corinthians 2:1-16  True wisdom of God  
Wednesday  Isaiah 40:27-31  The Lord gives strength  
Thursday  1 Peter 4:12-16  Suffering as a Christian  
Friday  James 1:2-8  Faith and wisdom  
Saturday  Psalm 112  Blessings of the righteous  
Sunday  Matthew 5:21-37  Teachings of Jesus  
   
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
When I [Paul] came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of 
God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (NRSV)  
 
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Loving God, give us your wisdom to see in the cross of Christ the path of love, humility, 
and service to others above all else. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, with this food give us strength to care for the needs of others as you care for 
us each and every day. In the name of Jesus, our crucified Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May you take delight in the wisdom of God through our crucified Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

▪ What motivates people to show they are more powerful than others?  

▪ How does God show wisdom and power through the crucifixion of Jesus Christ?  

 



HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Lift High the Cross 
 
 
DEVOTIONS  
Read: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.  
 
The Corinthian church was a divided church. Some thought they had superior wisdom or 
superior spiritual gifts. Paul rejects such claims by focusing on God’s wisdom revealed 
through Jesus Christ. Jesus was crucified and died a criminal’s death at the hands of 
earthly powers. Those who believe they have superior wisdom and gifts totally miss the 
point and rely on human standards—human wisdom—not God’s. Paul’s own ministry 
demonstrates the wisdom of God that seems like foolishness to the world. Paul did not 
use impressive speech. He used the message of Christ crucified, a message made 
powerful by the Holy Spirit, not human rhetoric. To be truly “spiritual,” and therefore a 
blessing to the church, one needs to be grounded in spiritual wisdom that understands 
the power of the cross. This power can look like weakness. The very standards the 
arrogant use to feel superior shows their dependence on the powers and wisdom of the 
current age, not the power and wisdom of God through Christ crucified.  
 
Discuss: Being forgiven can look like weakness. How can it be a powerful gift to the life of 
the church?  
Pray: Almighty God, help us to see that in the death of Jesus your power is present to 
guide our daily lives and bring faith, hope, and love to all the world. Amen.  
 
SERVICE  
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this 
week, how might you help people who feel put down by others?  
 
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Where Christ is present in faith, the home is church, too! God is present in our daily lives. 

The home is where people are connected in intimate daily settings. Where we call home 

can be diverse. Matthew 5:15-16 reminds us that we don’t hide the light of a lamp under 

a basket. We place it where “it gives light to all in the house.” Jesus tells us we are the 

light of the world and invites us to shine our light so that others may see our good works 

and give glory to God. Light a candle each day this week. While you gaze at the light, think 

or talk about what “good works” (v. 16) you have done that day and how what you did 

gives glory to God. 
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