SOLOMON'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4856 WAYNE ROAD
CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17202
(717) 267-2266

EmAIL: info@solomonslutheran.org
WEB SITE: www.solomonslutheran.org
FACEBOOK SEARCH: Solomon’s Lutheran Facebook

A
. MERGTUL
TO
K\E
SINNCR.

o o
© 00092 LUKE [8:13

"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation.”

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 23, 2022


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

October 23, 2022
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all
around us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s people
shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For this we
worship and glorify God forever.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
who is eager to forgive

and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven ++ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,

who meets us on the road.

Journey now in God’s abiding love

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG Rise, O Sun of Righteousness (all verses)
Rise, O Sun of Righteousness
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show -ing all your gen - tle way. Have mer - cy, Lord
prais - es to your ho - ly mname. Have mer - cy, Lord
in our shep - herd’s lov - ing care. Have mer - cy, Lord.
with your Spir - it’s liv - ing breath. Have mer - cy, Lord
make us  one, as you are one. Have mer - cy, Lord

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958
Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting
forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth

may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



CHOIR ANTHEM In Everything | Do
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
A reading from Jeremiah.

In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their
ancestors. They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s power, and
to heal their land by sending life-giving rain.

Although our iniquities testify against us,
act, O LORD, for your name’s sake;
our apostasies indeed are many,
and we have sinned against you.
O hope of Israel,
its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveler turning aside for the night?
*Why should you be like someone confused,
like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not forsake us!

“Thus says the LORD concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander,

they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the LORD does not accept them,

now he will remember their iniquity

and punish their sins.

“Have you completely rejected Judah?
Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down
so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good;
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
“‘We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD,
the iniquity of our ancestors,
for we have sinned against you.
Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake;
do not dishonor your glorious throne;
remember and do not break your covenant with us.
°?Can any idols of the nations bring rain?
Or can the heavens give showers?



Is it not you, O LoRD our God?
We set our hope on you,
for it is you who do all this.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 84:1-7
(sung responsively between choir and congregation, beginning with the choir)
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'How dear to me !'is your dwelling,
O I'LorD of hosts!
’My soul has a desire and longing for the courts ! of the LoRD;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God.
°Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may ! lay her
young,
by the side of your altars, O LorD of hosts, my king | and my God.
“Happy are they who dwell 'in your house!
They will always be ! praising you.
"Happy are the people whose strength ! is in you,
whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way.
*Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water.
"They will climb from I height to height,
and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
A reading from 2 Timothy.

The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one
who faced death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the Lord, who
stood by him and lent him strength.

°As for me, | am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has
come. 'l have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. °From
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.



°At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be
counted against them! *’But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So | was
rescued from the lion’s mouth. **The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save
me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Caribbean traditional

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved
GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment

rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and
the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled.

°[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and regarded others with contempt:'°“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. *'The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying
thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even
like this tax collector. *“I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” **But the tax
collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast
and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” *I tell you, this man went down to his

home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all
who humble themselves will be exalted.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON PASTOR BARB

HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (Lorb, RevIVE Us) (all verses)
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too

Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us

nar - row by false lim - its

take you

of our own;
at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there 1s room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-m - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for wus. Give thanks!

Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Inegrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © secured.

Duplication in any lorm prohibited withoul permission or valid license (rom copyright administrator,

USED BY PERMISSION. CCLI #11066173

OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need,;

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.
COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher. After you
receive the bread, you may take a cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Please place your empty communion cup in the tray.

COMMUNION SONG
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION For by Grace You Have Been Saved (all verses)
For by Grace You Have Been Saved
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Text: Kari Tikka, b. 1946; tr. Michael Harper
Music: ARMOLAULU, Kari Tikka
Text and music © Fennica Gehrman, admin. Boosey & Hawkes, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



POST COMMUNION

N \ ]

4 ) N | L | | | I | N | I— | ) [N
&t d e ot e )] 2

[7) T T [ J 3 — @

) o '

“Go, make dis -ci - ples, bap-tiz - ing  them, teach-ing  them.

Q T T [m— p— ﬁ f—T
G Y ePlPFd v)e o, el ‘
W 11 MR <

J o |

Go, make dis-ci-ples, for 1 am withyoutill the end of time.

N

)" A ) N ; i ; N
ANV 7 | N | | Dl < | I_.I | |

J — [ ! [ !

Go, be the salt of the earth. Go, be the lightfor the world.

0N . e

B~ AR 3 - NT T I p—
@—b—‘—!—F—EG ¢ ! #g Lf*ﬁ—i—l —‘—ﬁv—,‘ﬁi

J — — T

Go, be a cit-y on a hill, so all can see that you’re

9 N Ca— | I 4 | 4 I 4
O e o Lo, Foe 2 f 2 |

J [—— '
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Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GO, MAKE DISCIPLES, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1996 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

USED BY PERMISSION. CCLI #11066173
Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you

with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace.

Amen.




SENDING SONG Go to the World (all verses)

Go to the World!
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1 Go to the world! Go in - to all he earth.
2 Go to the world! Go in - to ev - 'ry place.
3 Go to the world! Go strug - gle, bless, and pray;
4 “Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
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Go preach the cross where Christ re - news life’s  worth,
Go live the word  of God’s re - deem - ing grace.
the nights of tears give way to  joy - ous day.
for I am with  you till the age shall end,
2 o o ’ T ]
D— z z { i I I —
J & ' J '
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Go seek God’s pres - ence in each time and  space.
As ser - vant church, you fol - low Christ’s own  way.
when  all the hosts of glo - ry cry, A - men!”
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: SINE NOMINE, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-719004. All rights reserved

SENDING IN SERVICE

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE/SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from
ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

] (0] S PSPPSR Rev. Barb Barry

Cell Phone NUMDET ..o 717-357-3150

Email AdAress.......ccoooiiiiiie e Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address.......ccccvevvvieniniie e office@solomonslutheran.org
(@] 0T 1011 RS OUOTITSR Doug Mummert
HEAA USNEE ... e Linda Berberich
o0 |V (- S USURPRTRS Sarah Aldrich
001 0] USSR RPRSN Wayne Dale
Securing OFfering ..o Edna Harris & Becky Pecha
ComMUNION SEE-UP....oiiieiii e llona & Jerry Laney
CommUNION CleaN-UP .....coviiiiiicceece et Linda Berberich
ComMMUNION Bread ......ccvviiiieeciee et saee e Zoe Mummert
COMMUNION ASSISE.....vieeieiie e snee e Marjorie Dale & llona Laney
ALendance 1aSt SUNTAY .......ccvveiieiiece e 52

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in memory of our parents
Bill & Louise Coldsmith, and Jack & Bea White given by Ron, Bonney, Kevin & Brian.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We invite
you to worship with us again!

For now, the offering plate will continue to be placed in the back of the church in front
of the Baptismal Font. Thank you for your continuing support of the ministries of
Solomon’s as we join God in the work of sharing Christ’s love.

Prayer requests for the following Greg Steinour, Tana Vance, Jim and Carole Darr,
Barbara Beckner, Tracy Fredericks, Louis Norman, Lanny Haugh, Heather Carman Shull,
Betty Sterner, Jenny Barnes, Ray Rotz, Matthew, Lexi and Brooke Bowen, Sarge and Barb
Weaver, Patricia Furry, Tina Smith, Nancy Marshall, Milissa Fogle, Marie Dovey, Beth
Floyd, Jean Jackson, David Johnson, Joe and Karen Wolfinger, Jennie Matthews, Patricia
Yetter, Carol Locke, Linda Wepking, Frances Kramer, Darrell Veilleux, Ukrainian Nation,
Peace for the World. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At
the beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew. If you would like to
remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from
the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

Office Hours for Pastor Barb are Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until
12 noon or call for an appointment.


mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Congregational Meeting Sunday November 13: The annual congregational meeting will
be held immediately following worship on November 13. The primary purpose of the
meeting is to approve a 2023 operating budget and to elect members to the congregation
council. A proposed budget was sent to all member households and is available in the office.
Please review the budget before the meeting. You may contact council president Ron
Coldsmith with any questions. Since a quorum is needed all Solomon’s voting members
are encouraged to attend the meeting either personally or by Zoom on November 13.
Zoom information will be sent via email before the meeting.

Reformation Sunday, October 30", is the day we remember Martin Luther nailing his 95
theses (ideas) on the Wittenburg Church door. It’s a day the Holy Spirit breathed reform
into the church. That day we will also reflect on the transformations of our hearts in Jesus
both personally and as a congregation. Wear red! Red is the color of the Holy Spirit.

Candy Orders are Due Today! Don’t forget to sign-up to help on Wednesday evening to
set up and Thursday and possibly Friday to make candy. Sign-up sheets on table in Sunday
School Room.

There are extra poinsettia order forms available in the pamphlet rack in the Narthex.

Our Thanksgiving Dinner will be Saturday, November 19 from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Menu: Roast turkey, mashed potatoes, filling, gravy, corn, peas & carrots, cranberry relish,
applesauce, roll & butter, plus apple and pumpkin pie. Water, coffee, and hot tea will be
served. Cost: Adults - $15; Children 5-11 yrs. $7.00; Under 5-free. Flyers for the
Thanksgiving dinner are available on the table in the Sunday School room are available
for the taking.

Choir Practice - Thursdays at 7:00PM.

Hurricane Relief: In response to Hurricane lan, Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is
partnering with the Florida-Bahamas, Southeastern, North Carolina and South Carolina
synods, as well as Lutheran Services Carolinas, to provide both immediate and long-term
support. LDR anticipates relief will include water, food supplies, tarps, cleaning materials
and other needs for those who have lost or damaged homes. Please hold the victims and
relief workers daily in your prayers. Pray that God will deliver comfort to those who
mourn and strength to those working diligently to provide aid. Prayerfully consider a
generous donation to provide tangible support. Make your check out to Solomons
Lutheran Church with the memo space clearly marked ""Hurricane Relief."" If you are
using cash, clearly mark the envelope. Thank you for your care and support of God's
people.



Sunday School is in Session - Adult Sunday School classes begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday
School room. Children’s Church will be held during morning worship and will meet
downstairs at 10:20 a.m. Confirmation Class will be held at 9:00 a.m. in the Conference
Room in the Fellowship Center.

Many thanks to Edna Harris for all the time and energy she gave to fulfill her duties
as treasurer for the past two years. Edna will be stepping down from treasurer at the end
of the year. Prayerfully consider if you feel called to serve in this ministry.

Power Pack Meals: The Power Pack Meal program at New Franklin Elementary School is
up and running. Currently 24 students are being sent home each Friday with food to last
them through the weekend. The need for donations is great. Any individual size container
of vegetables, fruit, breakfast items, meals (mac & cheese, Chef Boyardee, etc.), juice
pouches, Yahoo chocolate drink, 8 oz. bottle water are welcome. Please place your donation
in the gray Social Ministry tote in the Sunday School room. Monetary donations are
welcome, make your check payable to Solomon’s with Power Pack Meals in the memo line.

Sign-up Sheets for worship assistants for the rest of the year will be on the side table in
the Sunday School room. Communion: bread, set-up, clean-up, and assistant will be on a
monthly basis. If you can’t commit to the entire month, please see if you can share the month
with someone else. Acolytes and Lectors are on a weekly basis. If you find you can’t fulfill
a chosen date, please call someone to take your place. Let Kimberly in the office know so
the bulletin and newsletter info stays up to date. Thank you for your commitment to help
provide opportunities for meaningful worship at Solomons. Kimberly will publish the
schedule for each month in the newsletter.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in
the bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.



2022 Order Form
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Anyone desiring to remember a loved one or honor someone with Christmas Poinsettias is
asked to fill out the following form and mail it to the church office or put it in the collection
plate (beside the Baptismal Font), along with a check make payable to Solomon’s Lutheran
Church, marked “Poinsettia Order.” Deadline for red, or marble (pink & white)
poinsettias is November 20, 2022. Cost is $8.00. This is a 6 %2 inch pot (4-7 blooms)

The Christmas Poinsettias in
Memory and Honor of Family and Friends
have been donated by:

(name)
Red Marble
Total amount enclosed Total Poinsettias ordered
In memory of
In memory of
In honor of
In honor of

Poinsettias must be taken home on Dec. 24th after the evening service.
Extra order forms are available in the pamphlet rack at both doors.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Luke 18:9-14 A Pharisee and tax collector pray
Monday Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 Jeremiah prays to the Lord
Tuesday 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 Paul’s instruction to Timothy
Wednesday James 4:5-10 Surrender to God

Thursday Psalm 25:1-10 A prayer for guidance

Friday Matthew 23:1-12 The example of Jesus

Saturday Psalm 84:1-7 The joy of worship

Sunday Luke 19:1-10 Jesus visits Zacchaeus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating
his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”” Luke 18:13 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

God of amazing grace, we thank you that we can be honest with you, knowing our broken
lives are made whole in your love through Christ. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, for this gift of food and for all the ways you strengthen us, we give you thanks
and praise. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord Jesus rescue you from any harm, any where, any time.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
= How would you describe a life lived with humility?

= When you pray, what requests or confessions do you make to God?
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DEVOTIONS
Read: Luke 18:9-14.

This parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector is a story of contrasts with a caution.
The Pharisee offers a prayer of thanksgiving. However, he seems to be praying to himself
as he demeans another soul. The tax collector, on the other hand, does not look around
for comparisons; he doesn’t even look up. He beats his breast with sorrow and, in so
doing, gains the favor of Jesus. The tax collector’s words, “God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!” (v. 13), have been handed down throughout the centuries as a model prayer for
us all. As an act of repentance and humility, the caution is for us not to praise the posture
and prayer of the Pharisee, saying to ourselves, “Thank God | am not like that person!”
Repentance and humility promote a way of life that does not draw attention to oneself
nor claim to have the sole possession of what is true, right, and beautiful. Living faithfully
does not give us bragging rights. This parable leads us away from judgment and toward
openness to the presence of God and others.

Discuss: In what ways can you show repentance and humility in your life of prayer?
Pray: Merciful God, give us faith to trust in you with a humble heart, to confess our
brokenness to you, and to care for others through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme
for this week, how might you pray for the needs of others?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Luke 18:13 is one of the foundational texts for the Jesus Prayer. This prayer has been
widely taught in the Orthodox Church as a monastic prayer but is not only limited to
monks and clergy. It is a prayer for all people of all ages. This week, kneel as a sign of
humility and pray the Jesus Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a
sinner. Amen.
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