SOLOMON'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4856 WAYNE ROAD
CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17202
(717) 267-2266

EmAIL: info@solomonslutheran.org
WEB SITE: www.solomonslutheran.org
FACEBOOK SEARCH: Solomon’s Lutheran Facebook

é
\":’3
—
:Eg
S:
o™

"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation."”

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 28, 2021


http://www.solomonslutheran.org/

November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation,
but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.”” The
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.”” With them we
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the
advent of Christ in word and supper.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
who alone does wonders,

who lifts up the lowly,

who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

God for whom we wait,

in the presence of one another,

we confess our sin before you.

We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.

We forget that we are your children

and turn away from your love.

Forgive us, Blessed One,

and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,

+F your sins are forgiven.

You are children of the Most High,

inheritors of the eternal promise,

and recipients of divine mercy.

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG (verses 1&3)
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo -1 - al Let heav’'n a - dore you! Let saints and
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
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0 |
e E e :
| | | | p=| r | | & | | I
J I | | I & i ’I I
thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris’n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the «call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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g0, meet the bride - groom, who  draws near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

ADVENT CANTICLE
We Are Waiting for Jesus
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1 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent - ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen

Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-719004. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

ADVENT WREATH PRAYER (Lector):

We praise you, O god, for this evergreen crown

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

As we light the first candle on this wreath,

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels.

Enlighten us with your grace,

and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.

Grant this through Christ our Lord,

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.

Amen



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Acolyte lights candle during wreath prayer)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
A reading from Jeremiah.

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship.
God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s
reading, Jerusalem’s future name— “The LORD is our righteousness "—proclaims that God
Is even now working salvation for Israel.

““The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when I will fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. *°In those days and at that time | will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. *°In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

To 'you, O LORD,
| lift ' up my soul.
’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
°Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
“Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.
°Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all ! the day long.



*Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.

"Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O

LORD.

®You are gracious and up- ! right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.

°You lead the low- !'ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.

°All your paths, O LoRD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your ! testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with
gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and
blessings for the people of this growing church.

“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? *°Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

“"Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.
2And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just
as we abound in love for you. **And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you
may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On
that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people
shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.

[Jesus said:] ?*“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. “°People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. ?’Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. “?Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

*’Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; “’as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. *'So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. **Truly
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. **Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

**“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,
*like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. *°Be alert at
all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BILL



HYMN OF THE DAY (verses 1&3)
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! he comes with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Now re - demp - tion, long - ex - pect - ed,
3 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore thee,
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once for our sal - va - tion slain;
comes in sol - emn splen - dor near;
high on thine e - ter - nal throne;
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thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
all the saints this world re - ject - ed
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - ry,
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join to sing the glad re - frain:
thrill the trum - pet sound to hear:
claim the king - dom as thine own.
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lu - ial Christ the Lord re - turns to reign.
lu - ial See the day  of God ap - pear!
lu - ia! Thou  shalt reign, and thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: HELMSLEY, Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799

Please stand if you are able.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERATORY (verse 1)
Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to placeup-on your ta - ble.
The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Ourhopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho-ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957
Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-719004. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of our waiting and watching,

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives

to the service of all your people.

Prepare the way before us

as we meet you in this simple meal,

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to Christ’s banquet.

Feast on God’s gift of grace.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining
your distance. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your
seat.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Most High God,

you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.



SENDING SONG (verses 1&4)

Fling Wide the Door
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1 Fling wide the door, un - bar the gate; the King of glo - ry
2 He 18 the rock of our be - lief, the heart of mer - cy’s
3 Oh, hap - py towns and bless - ed lands that live by their true
4 Come, Lord, our Sav - ior, Je - sus Christ; our hearts are o - pen
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Sav - ior of the world who brings his great sal - va - tion
scep - ter is his love - li - ness; he brings our sor - rows
hum - ble plac - es where he dwells. He s the right - ful
on our sor - rows shine your face, and let your Ho - ly
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to the earth. So raise a shout of ho - ly mirth and
to an end. Now glad - ly praise our king and friend, and
Son of bliss who fills our lives and makes us  his, cre -
Spir - it guide our jour - ney in your grace so wide. We
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praise our God and Lord, Cre - a - tor, Spir - it, Word.
wor - ship him with song for sav - ing us from wrong.
a - tor of the world, our on - ly strength for good.
praise your ho - ly  name, from age to age the same!

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained
from ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.



SERVING TODAY

PASTON ...ttt ettt b et Rev. Bill Nienstedt

Home Phone NUMDEr ... 717-264-3757

Email AdAress......cccooviiiiiie e Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address.......ccccoevviienievie e office@solomonslutheran.org
(@] 0T 1011 PR SOUOPRTRTS Doug Mummert
HEAd USNET ... e Bonney Coldsmith
ACOIYE et ne s Sam Nienstedt
I CTod (o U PR PP OPRTRPRPPIS Kathy Bowen
Securing OFfering.......ccoocvevieiicce e Janice McEntire & Phil Johnson
ComMUNION SEE-UP....oiiiieiic e llona & Jerry Laney
Communion Clean-UpP ........cooieiiiiieecec e llona & Jerry Laney
Bread CUDES ......ooveeeee e ettt ae s Margie Dale
COMMUNION ASSISE.....viiitieiiie et be st e s e e aeente e saeesreesnne e Wayne Dale
ALtendance 1aSt SUNTAY ........c.eooviiiii e 60

Stewardship Thought - Nov. 28, 2021 (1st Sunday of Advent) Psalm 25:4-Make me to
know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for
you are the God of my salvation; for you | wait all day long. The First Sunday of Advent’s
theme is hope. Christians find our hope in God. We hunger for God and ask for guidance
and strength to live fully as steward/disciples.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God with honor and pride we
wish our grandson Airman Clark Piper a happy 23" birthday given by Wayne and Marjorie
Dale.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!


mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org

Prayer requests for the following: Carolyn and Harold Mummert, Lori Baker, Connie
Bikle, Mark and Georgia Moats, Nancy Bumbaugh Cook, Charles and Mary Jo
Bedsworth, Rich Plummer, Minnie Tom, Bonnie Creager Youcum, Sandy Chilcote, Sandy
Bream, Linda Keller, Alan Johnson, Linda Wepking, Raelynn Tarman, Susie Alleman,
David Riggleman, Thelma Briggs, Darrell Veilleux, Bud Armstrong, Gertie Reichard,
Manny Negron, Denise Bowen, Anne English, Millie Kulkusky. If anyone has a prayer
request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer
Request List will start anew. If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or
if you would like to have your name removed from the list before the end of the month,
please call the office.

The January/February/March 2022 edition of Our Daily Bread is available in the
pamphlet rack in the narthex.

Secret Pal Update--Due to the ongoing pandemic, we must unfortunately cancel this year’s
Secret Pal Christmas Luncheon. Secret Pal “Givers” are asked to “reveal” themselves to
their pals by Christmas 2021. Thank you to everyone who participated this year!!

Power Pack Meals for New Franklin School: We received this message from Cindy
Holmquist, the Power Pack coordinator: “We have been packing for seven children weekly
since September. We can always use individual size vegetables, preferably in cups but cans
will do & meal items such as Ramen noodles, Cup of noodles, or Chef Boyardee. Juice
pouches, 8oz water bottles & Yo00-hoo or Nestle's drinks are always needed. Snack items
would be next on the list and fruit & applesauce are still in abundance on our shelves.” You
may drop off donations to Power Packs at the collection box in the Sunday School Room.

On Saturday, December 4, 2021, Antietam National Battlefield will host the 32"9/33"
Annual Antietam National Battlefield Memorial Illumination in honor of those soldiers
who fell during the Battle of Antietam. Solomon’s will join over 1,400 volunteers to place
luminaries and light candles dedicated to those brave soldiers. Please join us this year as
Solomon’s celebrates 26 years of volunteering at Antictam. Solomon’s is in charge of
setting_out 720 luminaries beginning at 10 AM. We will also light the candles
around 2:30 PM. Sign-up sheets will be on the Sunday School room bulletin board. If you
have any questions, please talk to Bonney Coldsmith.

If you do not wish to have contribution envelopes for 2022, please let Janice McEntire
know (717 264-3702).

Youth Christmas Party: Saturday December 11, 2021, 6:00 — 8:00 in the Fellowship
Center. Dinner: Chicken Fingers, Tater-Tots, Carrots, Celery, Dip, Christmas Cookies, Ice-
Cream Sundaes & Drink. Join us for Crafts, Food & Fun. Sign-up sheet will be in the Sunday
School Room.



Adult Sunday School Teacher/Leader: Anyone who would be interested in helping
teach/lead the Adult Sunday School Class starting January 2022 please contact Janice
McEntire.

Christian Education Committee will have a meeting every 2" Tuesday of each month
beginning at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room.

During the month of November, Social Ministry will be collecting paper products for
Maranatha Food Pantry. You may place items in the gray totes in the Sunday School room
or under the coat rack at the back door.

Lutheran Disaster Response Hurricane Ida: The hurricane caused devastation on the Gulf
Coast and then caused extreme flooding in the Northeast, where over fifty people died, and
thousands suffered severe property damage. LDR is on the ground, helping to rebuild
communities. You may help in the effort by donating to “LLDR-Hurricane Ida.” Place your
donation in the offering plate or send it to the office. 100% of your donation goes to the
disaster response. Thank you.

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service Aids Afghan Refugees: The evacuation of
Afghanistan has meant over 20,000 refugees have arrived in the United States. You are
encouraged to go to the LIRS.org website to learn how you can help by acting, donating,
advocating, and praying for Afghan allies and their families. You may donate directly or
place your offering in the collection plate or send it to the office. Mark you donation “LIRS:
Afghan Allies.” Thank you.

Bible Study - Join Pastor Bill in the conference room on Wednesdays from 10:00-11:30
a.m. for an informal Bible Study. We will be studying the Gospel of Luke. Luke will be
featured in the lectionary readings for Year B, beginning in Advent. No experience is
necessary, and all are welcome.

Adult Sunday School - Pastor Bill will lead a discussion of the Sunday lectionary texts at
9:00 a.m., in the Sunday School Room. All are welcome. You can prepare by reading the
Old Testament lesson, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel texts appointed for the day.

Youth Sunday School Classes starting at 9:00 a.m. have resumed.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in
the bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.
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Abound in love for one another. t . e i fa Ith

home

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Luke 21:25-36 The coming of the Son of Man
Monday Jeremiah 33:14-16 The Lord’s wonderful promise
Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Paul’s words of thanks
Wednesday 1John 4:7-12 God is love

Thursday Deuteronomy 10:12-22 The essence of the law

Friday Romans 13:8-10 Love for one another
Saturday Psalm 25:1-10 A prayer for help

Sunday Luke 3:1-6 Prepare the way of the Lord

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just
as we abound in love for you. 1 Thessalonians 3:12 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Lord Jesus, as we await your coming again, give us faith and good courage to resist evil
and to be at peace with all people. In your name we pray, amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Give us strength through this meal that we may show gratitude for all you have created
and love towards one another. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God make you increase and abound in love for one another. (1 Thessalonians 3:12)

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Think of something that has been challenging for you. What makes it a challenge?

e Advent begins with a focus on Christ’s second coming. Why is this important?



HYMN OF THE WEEK

The King Shall Come d ) t’a ki n gT

faith
DEVOTIONS home

Read: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13.

1 Thessalonians is likely the oldest New Testament writing we have. It ends with Paul
addressing the church’s concern about Christ’s second coming (see 4:13-5:11), very fitting
for the first week of Advent. Living in Thessalonica was a challenge. It was a Roman
capital, filled with Roman powers and a religious setting very different from the Christian
faith. It led to the persecution and suffering of Christians living there. Paul connects their
lives of holiness and innocence to the power of Christ’s return. All of this encourages a

life “set apart”—that’s what holiness means. Living with those who wish you harm and
with other gods to worship, is truly a challenge, one that needs the power of Christ and
his return to sustain us daily.

Discuss: What are the challenges you face as a person of the Christian faith?

Pray: Come, Lord Jesus, give us faith as we await your coming, that we may love all
people as you love us now and always. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme
this week, is there something you can do to show God’s abounding love to others?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

This is the First Sunday in Advent. Make or purchase a round Advent wreath to represent
God’s unending love. Place three blue (or purple candles) and one pink candle on it. Place
a white one in the center. Decorate with greens to symbolize eternal life. Light one
blue/purple candle.

Say: We light the first candle, the Prophet’s candle, reminding us of the prophets who
waited for the coming of Jesus. Come, Lord Jesus, come, and fulfill the promise.

Pray: Dear God, give us faith to trust your word, love to care for others, and hope in
your promise to return and make all things new through Christ our Lord. Amen.

© 2021 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.



