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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks 

to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly 

and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all 

creation." 

 

 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 
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September 12, 2021 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we hear 

Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ 

invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with 

Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. 

But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we 

are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross. 

 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

 



GATHERING SONG (verses 1&4) 

 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-719004.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KYRIE 

 
 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the 

glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we 

may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. 

Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated 

with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s 

steadfast love. 

 4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint,  

   and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 116:1-9 

(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector) 

 

 1I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 

  and listened to my | supplication, 

 2for the LORD has given | ear to me 

  whenev- | er I called. 

 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 

  I came to | grief and sorrow. 

 4Then I called upon the name | of the LORD: 

  “O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.”  

 5Gracious is the | LORD and righteous; 

  our God is full | of compassion. 

 6The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent; 

  I was brought low, | and God saved me. 

 7Turn again to your rest, | O my soul. 

  for the LORD has dealt | well with you. 

 8For you have rescued my | life from death, 

  my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 

 9I will walk in the presence | of the LORD 

  in the land | of the living.  

 

 

 

SECOND READING: James 3:1-12 

 

A reading from James. 

 

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to 

and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how 

we say it are to reflect our faith. 

 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we 

who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. 

Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in 

check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we 

guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong 

winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 

pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  

 

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 

placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 

cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of 



reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no 

one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord 

and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the 

same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 
11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a 

fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water 

yield fresh. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in 

the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the 

Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by 

connecting discipleship and the cross. 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the 

Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But 

who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly 

ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

 

 

 

 



  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 

rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 

behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 

the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 

of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON   PASTOR BILL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY  

 
 

Please stand if you are able. 



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed. 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.) 

P: Lord, in your mercy.   C: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERATORY We Are an Offering (ELW 692) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 

COMMUNION 

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining 

your distance.  Please place your empty communion cup in the basket.  Return to your 

seat.  

 

 



COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ Strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen.  

 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 



SENDING SONG (verses 1&3) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace.  The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 

reserved.  Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained 

from ONELICENSE with license #A-719004.  All rights reserved.  

 

 

 



SERVING TODAY 

 

Pastor ......................................................................................................... Rev. Bill Nienstedt 

     Home Phone Number ....................................................................... 717-264-3757 

     Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org  

Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org  

Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert 

Head Usher ..................................................................................................... Linda Berberich 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................. Sam Nienstedt 

Lector .................................................................................................................... Wayne Dale 

Securing Offering ..................................................................... Becky Mull & Zoe Mummert 

Communion Set-Up............................................................................. Margie & Wayne Dale 

Communion Clean-Up ........................................................................ Margie & Wayne Dale 

Bread Cubes ................................................................................................. Frances Reichard 

Communion Assist ......................................................................................... Janice McEntire 

Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 46 

 

 

Stewardship Thought - Sept. 12, 2021 (16th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B) Mark 8:35 

– Jesus taught, “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to 

gain the whole world and forfeit their life?” Jesus debunks the prevalent lie that the more 

we accumulate, the happier and more secure we will be. Steward/disciples learn that when 

we give ourselves fully to God, we save our lives and find true joy. 

 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of our 61st Wedding 

Anniversary given by Bernie & Edna Harris. 

 

Welcome Visitors!  We welcome you to our worship service.  We hope your visit with us 

will be a time of blessing.  If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher.  We 

invite you to worship with us again! 

 

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as 

usual.  INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be 

purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to 

$35.  For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty 

of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers 

given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.  

mailto:Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
mailto:office@solomonslutheran.org


Prayer requests for the following Alan Johnson, Beth Floyd, Colleen Johnson, Charles & 

Mary Jo Bedsworth, Kaitlyn Dovey, Linda Wepking, Raelynn Tarman, Susie Alleman, Rev. 

Peter Emig, Clif Rau, David Riggleman, Thelma Briggs, Patricia Yetter, Darrell Veilleux, 

Bud Armstrong, Gertie Reichard, Manny Negron, Barbara Socks, Denise Bowen, Anne 

English, Millie Kulkusky, Bonnie Hudson.  If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice 

McEntire.  Note: At the beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew.  

If you would like to remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your 

name removed from the list before the end of the month, please call the office. 

 

Luncheon Invitation Oct 3: The congregation is invited to attend a light luncheon in 

celebration of Richard Graven’s 91st birthday on October 3 in the Fellowship Center after 

church.  Meet his family and enjoy his presentation on “How I Became a Christian”. 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response Hurricane Ida: The hurricane caused devastation on the Gulf 

Coast and then caused extreme flooding in the Northeast, where over fifty people died, and 

thousands suffered severe property damage. LDR is on the ground, helping to rebuild 

communities. You may help in the effort by donating to “LDR-Hurricane Ida.” Place your 

donation in the offering plate or send it to the office. 100% of your donation goes to the 

disaster response. Thank you. 

 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service Aids Afghan Refugees: The evacuation of 

Afghanistan has meant over 20,000 refugees have arrived in the United States. You are 

encouraged to go to the LIRS.org website to learn how you can help by acting, donating, 

advocating, and praying for Afghan allies and their families. You may donate directly or 

place your offering in the collection plate or send it to the office. Mark you donation “LIRS: 

Afghan Allies.” Thank you. 

 

Christian Ed. Committee meeting September 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Conference 

Room. 

 

Needed:  8oz. canning jars for Apple Butter.  If you have any you would like to donate we 

would appreciate your help. Please see Zoe Mummer or Frances Reichard.  

 

Apple Butter:  ½ pint - $4.00 & pints $7.00.  Orders due - Sunday, October 10, 2021.  Order 

forms in Sunday School room. 

 

Candy Making:  ½ lb. bag $7.00 & 1 lb. bag $12.00.  Orders due - Sunday October 10, 

2021.  Sign-up to help make candy on Thursday, October 28 & October 29, 2021.  Set up:  

Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm.  Order sheets and sign-up sheets in the Sunday School room. 

 

Youth Family Campfire-Picnic:  Saturday Evening, September 18, 2021 at 6:00pm in the 

Picnic Woods.  Hot Dogs, Mac & Cheese, Chips and S'mores.  Bring your lawn chairs. 

 



We will have an outdoor worship service in the Woods on September 19 at 10:15 a.m., 

weather permitting. Following the service, we will gather in the picnic shelter for a potluck 

lunch. Beverages, plates, napkins, and cutlery will be provided. Please bring a dish to share 

and a camp chair. If it rains, we will worship in the church and eat in the Fellowship Center. 

• Last name beginning with A-G bring a dessert 

• Last name beginning with H-N bring a main dish 

• Last name beginning with O-Z bring a side dish 

 

Bible Study Begins September 8.  Join Pastor Bill in the conference room on Wednesdays 

from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for an informal Bible Study. Starting September 8, we will be 

studying the Gospel of Luke. Luke will be featured in the lectionary readings for Year B, 

beginning in Advent. No experience is necessary, and all are welcome. 

 

Adult Sunday School Begins September 26.  Pastor Bill will lead a discussion of the 

Sunday lectionary texts at 9:00 a.m., in the Sunday School Room. All are welcome. You can 

prepare by reading the Old Testament lesson, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel texts appointed for 

the day. 

 

No Sunday School classes during the summer months.  Classes will resume on September 

26. 

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks.  Please submit all 

bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in 

the bulletin. 

 

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available 

in the library for anyone to read. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEPTEMBER 12, 2021  
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 Jesus asks us to pick up our own cross. 
  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

Sunday  Mark 8:27-38  Taking up the cross  
Monday  Isaiah 50:4-9a  God’s servant must suffer  
Tuesday  James 3:1-12  Controlling the tongue  
Wednesday  1 Peter 2:18-25  The example of Christ’s suffering  
Thursday  Hebrews 12:1-11  The example of Jesus  
Friday  Philippians 2:1-11  Imitating Christ’s humility  
Saturday  Psalm 116:1-9  A prayer of thanksgiving  
Sunday  Mark 9:30-37  The servant of all is the greatest  
  
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
[Jesus] called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” Mark 8:34 
(NRSV)  
 
PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Almighty God, help us to turn away from our self-centeredness and receive your life-
giving power through the cross of Christ. Amen.  
 
Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, in mercy and kindness you feed us. Give us strength and goodwill to show 
mercy and kindness to others. Amen.  
 
A Blessing to Give:  
May the God of generosity give you rest and peace. (Psalm 116:7) 

 
CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• Tell or think about a time when you or someone else was being selfish.  

• What happens when someone places their own needs before the needs of others?  

• Jesus says that denying your own interests out of love is the way to find real life 

and joy. How do you overlook your own wants and interests for the sake of 

others?  



HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 

 
  

DEVOTIONS  
Read: Mark 8:27-38.  
 
This is it, the Caesarea Philippi moment, the moment Jesus asks his followers to identify 
who he is and what his life is about. Peter gets the title right but the mission wrong. It is 
clear in this reading that it is important to understand who Jesus is; he is the Son of Man. 
Jesus is the one who picked up his cross and laid bare his courageous and faithful life for 
others. This is the way of life that Jesus wants others to follow, too. Jesus was open to 
rejection, suffering, and his innocent death. Christian discipleship includes picking up our 
crosses to courageously and faithfully follow the one who holds the universe together. 
However, Jesus’ own disciples did none of that at the time of his death. They were scared 
and ran away. The good news is that God will do great things through us, Jesus’ imperfect 
followers. Where in your life might Jesus be asking you to pick up your cross to face life’s 
challenges courageously and faithfully?  
 
Pray: Dear God, give me the courage to face life with faith and hope that others may 
know the power of love and salvation through the cross of Christ. Amen.  
 
  
SERVICE  
The Letter of James points out that the way you live gives others an impression of what 
God is like. Think of someone you know who especially needs to hear words of mercy and 
kindness. How can you reach out to them this week?  
 
  
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Tertullian, an early Christian theologian, marked the sign of the cross on his forehead 
daily as early as the year 250. In 386, St. Cyril incorporated the sign of the cross during 
Mass. This is an ancient Christian blessing that reminds us that we are saved through the 
cross of Christ. This week before and after devotions, make the sign of the cross. Bring 
together your thumb, index, and middle fingers. Place them on your forehead, then to 
your chest, then from your left  
shoulder across to your right shoulder. 
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