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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation."

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
AUGUST 15, 2021

August 15, 2021
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink
her wine. The first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined
Wisdom as existing before anything was created and having a role in the work of creation.
Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood.
John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but here we can't
help hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We
turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take
offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.
Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG (verses 1&3)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill
us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained
by his risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6
A reading from Proverbs.
Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as
ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and understanding—
is necessary for fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s banquet is the way to life.
1
2

Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars.
She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, she has also set her table.

3

She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls from the highest places in the town,
“You that are simple, turn in here!” To those without sense she says,
5
“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed.
6
Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.”
4

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 34:9-14
(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)
9

Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD,
for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing.
10
The lions are in want and | suffer hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good.
11
Come, children, and lis- | ten to me;
I will teach you reverence | for the LORD.
12
Who among you takes plea- | sure in life
and desires long life to en- | joy prosperity?
13
Keep your | tongue from evil
and your lips from | lying words.
14
Turn from evil | and do good;
seek peace | and pursue it.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20
A reading from Ephesians.
True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily
conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give
thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord
Jesus Christ.
15

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the
time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the
Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,
19
as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making
melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for
everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)

GOSPEL: John 6:51-58
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which
Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a
connection that would not be understood until after his death, in light of the church’s
celebration of holy communion.
[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
52
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and
drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is
true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide
in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so
whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven,
not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will
live forever.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PASTOR HERB SPOMER

HYMN OF THE DAY (verses 1&3)
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Please stand if you are able.

Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: God, in your mercy. C: Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERATORY We Are an Offering (ELW 692)

OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life,
you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body for the life of the world.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.
Come!

COMMUNION
Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining
your distance. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your
seat.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ Strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained
from ONELICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.

SERVING TODAY
Pastor .......................................................................................................... Rev. Herb Spomer
Home Phone Number ....................................................................... 717-264-3757
Email Address .................................................................... Pastor@solomonslutheran.org
Church Office Email Address .................................................. office@solomonslutheran.org
Organist .......................................................................................................... Doug Mummert
Head Usher ................................................................................................... Frances Reichard
Acolyte ................................................................................................................. Wayne Dale
Lector........................................................................................................................ Terry Fell
Securing Offering ............................................................................ Edna Harris & Sam Mull
Communion Set-Up............................................................................. Margie & Wayne Dale
Communion Clean-Up ........................................................................ Margie & Wayne Dale
Bread Cubes ......................................................................................................... Margie Dale
Communion Assist ............................................................................................... Wayne Dale
Attendance last Sunday ........................................................................................................ 49

Stewardship Thought - Aug. 15, 2021 (12th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B) Ephesians
5:15,16 – Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most
of the time, because the days are evil. God gives all of us the same abundance of time – 24
hours in every day, and it’s so easy to waste! Steward disciples pray for wisdom to live
each day to its fullest, and to turn away from the world’s evils.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God in honor of Paul & Jo Skelly’s
Anniversary given by Roxanne.
Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!
2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as
usual. INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be
purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to
$35. For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty
of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers
given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.

Prayer requests for the following Matt Bowen, Connie Bikle, Morgan, Nancy Bumbaugh
Cook, Thelma Briggs, Patricia Yetter, Joe Mock, Darrell Veilleux, Bud Armstrong, Gertie
Reichard, Manny Negron, Barbara Socks, Denise Bowen, Anne English, Millie Kulkusky,
Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At the
beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew. If you would like to
remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from
the list before the end of the month, please call the office.
Notice of Congregation Meeting August 29: The congregation council has called a
congregational meeting immediately following worship on August 29, to vote on the
recommendation to approve a sound system upgrade in the church. This upgrade will
significantly improve the sound in worship as well as on the YouTube videos. The cost of
this upgrade is fully covered by a generous church member. A quorum is needed, and all
voting members of the congregation are encouraged to attend.
We will have an outdoor worship service in the Woods on September 19 at 10:15 a.m.,
weather permitting. Following the service, we will gather in the picnic shelter for a potluck
lunch. Beverages, plates, napkins, and cutlery will be provided. Please bring a dish to share.
If it rains, we will worship in the church and eat in the Fellowship Center.
• Last name beginning with A-G bring a dessert
• Last name beginning with H-N bring a main dish
• Last name beginning with O-Z bring a side dish
Bible Study Begins September 8. Join Pastor Bill in the conference room on Wednesdays
from 10:00-11:30 a.m. for an informal Bible Study. Starting September 8, we will be
studying the Gospel of Luke. Luke will be featured in the lectionary readings for Year B,
beginning in Advent. No experience is necessary, and all are welcome.
Adult Sunday School Begins September 26. Pastor Bill will lead a discussion of the
Sunday lectionary texts at 9:00 a.m., in the Sunday School Room. All are welcome. You can
prepare by reading the Old Testament lesson, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel texts appointed for
the day.
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is September 12. Solomon’s is participating with
thousands of other congregations across the country to serve our communities on God’s
Work Our Hands Sunday. Join Social Ministry in the Fellowship Center immediately
following worship to assemble personal care kits for those in need. In the meantime, consider
donating items needed for the kits. A board listing items requested, and a collection box are
located next to the piano in the sanctuary.
Norm Kuykendall is selling tickets to a Smith’s Chicken BBQ (1/2 chicken, baked potato,
baked beans, and choice of coleslaw or applesauce) for $12 on September 25 th. See Norm
if interested.

Trinity Lutheran Church, 1186 Jason Drive, Greencastle invites the community to a night
of music celebrating our graduates featuring Zakary Reynolds and Hannah Ruffner.
The concert is on Sunday, August 15 at 6:30PM. Masks are optional for those fully
vaccinated. There is a section of the sanctuary reserved for masks and social distancing if
that feels safer. The concert will also be broadcast on Facebook Live and then downloaded
after the concert to Trinity’s YouTube Channel and our website: www.tlcgreencastle.org.
Personal Care Kits: Social Ministry has extended the collection of items for Personal Care
Kits through the end of August. The kits will be assembled during Rally Day in
September. Items needed for each kit are:
One light weight bath-size towel (20” x 40” or 52” x 27”)
Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz, any brand in original wrapper
One adult-size toothbrush in original package
One sturdy comb like the one on display in the Sunday school room
One metal nail clipper (attached file optional)
You may purchase any part of the kit and place it in the gray tote under the display.
No Sunday School classes during the summer months. Classes will resume on September
26.
The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary membership drive will
continue through the summer months. Anyone can join with a minimum contribution of
$1.00. The auxiliary is grateful for the generous support we have received. This enables the
Auxiliary to make donations to the many important programs and services at The Village at
Luther Ridge. If you would like to join the auxiliary or need more information, contact
Becky Pecha.
Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in
the bulletin.
Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.

AUGUST 15, 2021
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Jesus as the bread of life binds us together.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

John 6:51-58
Proverbs 9:1-6
Ephesians 5:15-20
Acts 2:41-47
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Matthew 26:17-30
Psalm 34:9-14
John 6:56-71

Christ, the true food and drink
Wisdom’s feast
Be filled with the Spirit
Life among believers
The Lord’s Supper
The Passover with the disciples
God teaches the fear of the Lord
Many disciples desert Jesus

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live
forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” John 6:51
(NRSV)
PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Dear God, we thank you for your love that unites us in Christ and promises us life
everlasting. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for the gift of this food today, just as we thank you for Jesus
Christ and the gift of his presence to know and to share with one another. Amen.
A Blessing to Give:
May Jesus, the bread of heaven, bless you with life and faith now and always.
CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
• What are some ways you enjoy spending time with family and friends?
• How does having meals together help build relationships?
• How does the Lord’s Supper help you experience and feel the closeness of the
Christian community?

HYMN OF THE WEEK
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

DEVOTIONS
Read: John 6:51-58.
John’s Gospel does not have the words adapted for the Lord’s Supper that one finds in
Matthew, Luke, or 1 Corinthians. However, here you have Jesus speaking in terms that
clearly reflect the Lord’s Supper. John’s Gospel interprets the meal’s significance as a new
manna, the bread from heaven that the Israelites received in the wilderness. While the
Israelites would continue to complain and turn away from God, those who receive Jesus
in the Lord’s Supper, the bread from heaven, will live forever. They will abide with Jesus
and Jesus with them. Jesus, as the bread from heaven, binds us together as the
community of disciples. Such is the power and meaning of this meal for all generations. In
the Lord’s Supper Jesus has a relationship to his followers and his followers enjoy a
relationship to each other. How does the Lord’s Supper strengthen your relationship to
other Christians? How does the Lord’s Supper help you in your relationship with Jesus?
Pray: Living God, we thank you for Jesus and the Lord’s Supper that binds us to him, to
one another, and to the promise of eternal life with you. Amen.

SERVICE
Sharing a meal together is a valuable way to nurture relationships. Invite friends, family,
especially those who live alone to have a meal with you, so that you may get to know
them better and bless them with your care. Talk about your recent highs and lows and
then pray together.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Ephesians 5:19 encourages us to “sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your heart.” Think of some of your
favorite hymns, children’s songs, and psalms from the Bible. Sing them, read them as an
offering to God, or listen to them online as music strengthens you in your life of faith.
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