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"Solomon's Evangelical Lutheran Church, following the example of Jesus Christ, seeks
to live in the confidence and fullness of God's grace; to preach the Good News boldly
and truthfully; to support and serve others in faith; to work in harmony with all
creation."”

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 9, 2021
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May 9, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship.
We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John'’s gospel, the image of
servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which
Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other.
This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the
Spirit.

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG (verses 1 & 4)
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain
your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48
A reading from Acts.

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy
Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both
Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ.

““While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. ““The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, ““for they heard them speaking in tongues
and extolling God. Then Peter said, *’“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” “°So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 98
(Read responsively between lector and congregation, beginning with the lector)

'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
0 LoRD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
“You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
“Shout with joy to the Lorb, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
°Sing to the LorD| with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
*With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
’Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
®Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the
earth.
“The Lorp will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6
A reading from 1 John.

God'’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God'’s
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love
and faith.

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who
loves the parent loves the child. “By this we know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. *For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of
God conguers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. "Who is
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

°This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the
truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in
the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love
one another.

[Jesus said:] ““As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. *’If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as [ have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. **I have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

'2“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. “*No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. ‘*You are my friends if
you do what I command you. *°I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because | have
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. ‘°You did not choose me
but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 'l am giving you these commands
so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR BILL



HYMN OF THE DAY (verses 1 & 4)
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
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Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE #A-719004. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Please stand if you are able.



Please join me as we confirm our faith together in the words of the Apostles' Creed.

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Please respond.)
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERTORY
Come to the Table
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Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

USED BY PERMISSION. CCLI #11066173

OFFERING PRAYER

God of love,

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.

COMMUNION

Continuous - Please continue down center aisle at the direction of the usher, maintaining
your distance and keeping your mask on. Move your mask to eat the bread and drink the
wine. Please place your empty communion cup in the basket. Return to your seat with
your mask on.

COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG (verses 1 & 4)
What Wondrous Love Is This
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-719004. All rights reserved.
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Stewardship Thought - Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 9, 2021 “I am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.” —John 15:17

Commandments and instruction are necessary parts of growing into adulthood and
growing in the faith. While we may chafe at such stewardship, we realize that they are
given in love for our good. We can give thanks to our ancestors for passing on the faith
and teaching us God’s commandments.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The altar flowers this morning are placed to the Glory of God for all mothers and those
who care for children given by Pastor Bill and Kristy Nienstedt.

Welcome Visitors! We welcome you to our worship service. We hope your visit with us
will be a time of blessing. If you have any concerns, please talk to the Head Usher. We
invite you to worship with us again!

2021 Altar Flowers Chart—Kimberly will not be posting the new altar flowers chart as
usual. INSTEAD, please call her to reserve your special Sunday! Flowers will now be
purchased from Royer’s Florist in Chambersburg. Please note the price will change to
$35. For the price of two flower arrangements, you can give glory to God with the beauty
of His creation on the altar; commemorate a loved one; and if you choose, have your flowers
given to someone who is homebound or recovering from surgery or illness.

Prayer requests for the following persons Jamie, Nelle Mummert, Joe Wolfinger, Darrell
Veilleux, Isabel Overcash, Catherine Plummer, Tom Black, Phyllis Foreman, April Hughes,
Larry Lehman, Jennifer Haughie, Bud Armstrong, Gertie Reichard, Joyce Wildeson, Manny
Negron, Jerry and Peggy Tyson, Dee Dee Fox, Jody Swartz, Quentin, Linda Small Naus,
Barbara Socks, Denise Bowen, Patsy Wagner, Anne English, Millie Kulkusky, Jackson,
Bonnie Hudson. If anyone has a prayer request, please call Janice McEntire. Note: At the
beginning of each month, the Prayer Request List will start anew. If you would like to
remain listed on the next month’s list, or if you would like to have your name removed from
the list before the end of the month, please call the office.

There will be a celebration luncheon after church on May 16% for the four girls who
finished their confirmation in October of 2020.

Vacation Bible School’s “ROCKY RAILWAY" June 21 - 25, 2021 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm,
Kids: 3 yrs. — 6" grade. Celebration Sunday will be June 27th during our Worship Service
in the SFC. Come join the fun!

Custodian needed for cleaning of church and S.F.C. If any members of our congregation
are interested or know of anyone that would be interested in this job, please call Rich
McEntire at 717-658-9429. Isabel Overcash has been our custodian for the last 14 years.
She has been diagnosed with a terminal illness. Please keep Isabel in your prayers.

Michael’s BBQ Chicken Fundraiser - Saturday, May 15%, starting at 10:30am. Drive
through service until sold out. Cost is $12.00/dinner and includes ¥ chicken, baked beans,
applesauce, and a Martin’s roll. The event will take place in front of Franklin Hardware &
Pet Store, 1975 Philadelphia Ave, Chambersburg. Sponsored by the SpiriTrust Lutheran
Chambersburg Auxiliary. For pre-orders, see your congregation’s auxiliary representative
or call 717-860-7544.




Willie & Karin Huber donated some items to the church. Some of the items will be for
sale. Today is set aside for any member who may have interest in the items before we offer
them at a yard sale.

The annual SpiriTrust Lutheran Chambersburg Auxiliary membership drive will take
place during the month of May. Anyone can join with a minimum contribution of $1.00.
Because of your generous support, in the past the Auxiliary was able to make donations to
SpiriTrust Lutheran Home Care & Hospice, SpiriTrust Lutheran LIFE, SpiriTrust Lutheran
Counseling Services, as well as The Inn Endowment Fund at The Village at Luther Ridge
and many other important programs and services. If you would like to join the Auxiliary or
need more information, please contact Becky Pecha, your congregational representative.

Contact Frances Reichard for all reservations for the rental of the gym. (717) 263-1705
or (717) 360-5243.

2021 Summer Camp information is available in the pamphlet rack in the narthex for those
who are interested.

Power Packs: The need for nutritious food for New Franklin Elementary School students
in need is an on-going project. Please consider donating individual serving size fruit and
vegetable cups. See Pastor Bill if you would like to give a monetary donation.

Bulletin Announcement Forms are located in both pamphlet racks. Please submit all
bulletin announcements to the office by the Wednesday prior to the Sunday for inclusion in
the bulletin.

Council Minutes, Monthly Financial Statement and Committee Minutes are available
in the library for anyone to read.



MAY 9, 2021

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER S ta k| n g-l-

Love one another. * » ) fa Ith
DAILY BIBLE READINGS h 0 m e

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

L

Sunday John 15:9-17 Love one another

Monday Acts 10:44-48 Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit
Tuesday 1John 5:1-6 Faith conquers the world
Wednesday Romans 12:9-21 Love with sincerity

Thursday Luke 24:44-53 Jesus ascends to heaven
Friday Leviticus 19:17-18, 33-36 Ritual and moral holiness
Saturday Psalm 98 Make a joyful noise

Sunday John 17:6-19 Christ’s prayer for his disciples

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. John 15:12
(NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:

Gracious and loving God, give us the faith and courage to love one another as you have
loved us through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Almighty God, we thank you for this food; may it strengthen us to love others as you have
loved us through Christ Jesus. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May your love for God and one another give you joy that knows no end.

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What makes it easy to love others? What makes it hard?
e How does Jesus’ unconditional love show us the importance of loving others?
e How does Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection show us what true love is all about?



HYMN OF THE WEEK

Oh, Sing to the Lord :" "’ ta ki n g-l-

faith
DEVOTIONS h ome

Read: John 15:9-17.

This passage intimately connects a relationship of Jesus and “the Father” with Jesus’ own
followers. The relationship is woven together through the language of commandments
and love, and the two are brought together in verse 12: “This is my commandment, that
you love one another as | have loved you.” The Gospel of John does not have the “Great
Commandment” dialog as in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. However, the theme here is the
same: love God and love neighbor. The emphasis in John is that love is the way to have an
enduring relationship with God and with brothers and sisters in the faith, those whom
Jesus calls “friends." The word for friends in Greek is “loved ones.” Love—not judgment
and ridicule—is how Jesus relates to us. It is how we, as Jesus’ friends, are to approach
the world so that our joy may be complete. How does love change our relationship with
others? How does a commitment to love others change us?

Pray: Loving God, we thank you for showing us the depth of your love for us through
the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of your Son and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

SERVICE

In the Bible, love is more than an emotion. Love is a commitment to care for others with
our whole being. Conflict can get in the way of this love. Bringing God into our conflicted
relationships can be a difference maker. This week think of those you have a conflict or
tensions with, and pray to God for a clean and loving heart to reconcile your
relationships.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

The theme this week is “Love one another.” May 9 is observed as Mother’s Day in the
United States. Reflect on the women in your life who have loved and cared for you. Think
or talk about what you learned from them and how you show love to others. Pray: Dear
God, thank you for your love. Thank you for [name women who have cared for youl].
Give us courage to love all people as you have loved us. Amen.
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